
  

 

April Worship at St. John's 

EASTER WEEKEND 

Holy Saturday, March 31st – Easter Vigil at 7 p.m. 

Forgotten by most Christians for 

about 1,400 years, the Easter 

Vigil is being restored to its place 

as a central worship service of the 

year.  Weather permitting, we 

gather outside to light a great fire, 

praising the risen Christ as our 

light.  We then sing songs and 

hear beloved stories, inspiring 

poems, delightful tales, and the 

Easter gospel from John, all of which proclaim that 

God is always giving new life.  We will celebrate with 

great joy the BAPTISM of three children.   Finally we 

celebrate the first holy communion of Easter, and we 

get to sing “Alleluia” again. 

EASTER SUNDAY – April 1st  
Holy Communion, 8 and 10:45 a.m. 

Easter Breakfast, 9 to 10:30 a.m. 

On this day the Lord has act-

ed!  On the first day of the 

week God began creation, 

transforming darkness into 

light.  On this, the “eighth 

day” of the week, Jesus 

Christ was raised from the 

dead.  We celebrate this new creation in the feast of 

victory.  With great joy we celebrate this day of days, 

even as we begin the great fifty days of Easter.  Filled 

with hope, we go forth to share the news that Christ is 

risen! 

Second Weekend of Easter 
Saturday, April 7th – Evening Light at 5 p.m. 

Sunday, April 8th 

Holy Communion, 8 and 10:45 a.m. 

Christian Education classes, 9:25 a.m. 

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disci-

ples and offers them the gift of peace.  Even amid 

doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection 

in our gathering around word and meal, and in our 

everyday lives.  We will also welcome new members 

to St. John’s at all three of our weekend worship ser-

vices. 

 

Third Weekend of Easter 
Saturday, April 14th – Evening Light, 5 p.m. 

Sunday, April 15th  

Holy Communion, 8 and 10:45 a.m. 

Christian Education classes, 9:25 am 

Newcomers’ Brunch, 12 noon 

The Gospel for this weekend begins with two disciples 

walking to Emmaus, overcome with sadness, loss, 

and disappointment.  They had hoped Jesus, who 

was crucified, would be the one to redeem Israel!  Yet 

the risen Christ walks with them, and then opens 

their eyes in the breaking of the bread.  In worship 

our hearts burn within us as the scriptures are pro-

claimed and Christ appears to us as bread is broken 

and wine is poured.  The story of Emmaus becomes 

the pattern of our worship.  We will welcome new 

members this weekend and invite EVERYONE to a 

brunch on Sunday at noon to celebrate! 

Fourth Weekend of Easter 
Saturday, April 21st  – Evening Light, 5 p.m. 

Sunday, April 22nd  

Holy Communion, 8 and 10:45 a.m. 

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION, 9:25 a.m. 

In worship on this “Good Shepherd weekend” we go 

out to the pasture where as “sheep” we discover the 

love of our Good Shepherd who is willing to lay down 

his life for us.  Such sacrificial love fills us with won-

der.  During our Christian Education hour on Sunday 

morning we will literally go into the pasture of 

St. John’s as we celebrate Earth Day, giving thanks 

for the grounds and gardens of St. John’s and dream-

ing about our new Campus Plan. 

Fifth Weekend of Easter 
Saturday, April 28th – Evening Light, 5 p.m. 

Sunday, April 29th 

Holy Communion, 8 and 10:45 a.m. 

Christian Education classes, 9: 25 a.m. 

CONFIRMATION RETREAT WEEKEND 

Friday through Sunday in Cape May 

On this fifth weekend of Easter, the gospel reading 

describes believers as branches of the one vine, who 

is Christ.  In our life together and especially in our 

worship we are connected with all the other branch-

es.  This weekend our Confirmation students go 

“down the shore” for a time of learning and growth.  

Please keep them and their guides in your prayers. 

The Circle 
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The Pastor’s Message: 

So often, we read Psalm 23 at funerals—a time when the reality of 

death and the light and hope of resurrection become instantly inter-

twined.  When the rock is rolled away, we are not left with the dark-

ness of the tomb and a dead Jesus.  We see the light outside, the 

risen Christ revealed.  In death, we experience resurrection. 

In a way, we are entering the “spring” of our spiritual lives.  We have 

made it through the dark dead of winter.  (No more nor’easters, 

please!)  We look forward to the first signs of grass in spring, like a 

lush green carpet celebrating life and renewal.  The same lush green 

meadow we hear about in Psalm 23, the one where God lies us down 

to bring us comfort and peace.  God surrounds us with images of life 

abundant—green pastures, still waters, right paths.  Goodness and 

mercy. 

In the springtime of our spiritual lives—and always—God leads us to 

every place we will find life.  The darkness of the tomb, the sadness 

of death—these things do not have the final word.  Every time you 

need to hear the hope of spring, especially in life’s “dark tomb” moments, read Psalm 23. 

With God, we are always celebrating spring.  Look for the new growth in your life.  Where is God planting new life 

in you?  What new flowers will bloom in the ministry of St. John’s this year?  What can we do to invite new people 

into the ministry of Jesus Christ?  How is God blooming inside you?  What needs the hope of a new beginning?  

What do we need to let go of so God can bring new life? 

Like a beautiful bouquet of spring flowers, God’s love and lifesaving Word reaches out in blooming bursts of color 

and life—reminding us to share and tell the story of Jesus and his love.  Share that bouquet of love and life with a 

friend—invite them to St. John’s.  Invite them into life through the ministry of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

The Lord is our shepherd, our light, our life.  Alleluia! 

Pastor Skyle 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 
Youth and Family Car Wash 

Sunday, May 6th—8 a.m.-noon 

Is your car dirty with pollen?  Drop your car 

off with our youth, and while you worship, 

they will wash your 

car!  Donations will 

be accepted for the 

car wash, which 

benefits our youth 

m i s s i o n  t r i p 

fund.  Please invite 

your friends and 

family to attend. 

April Worship 1 

Pastor’s Message / Car Wash 2 

Maundy Thursday / Good Friday/ Easter Vigil / St. Peter’s 3 

Easter Breakfast / Earth Day / Iron Hill 4 

Welcoming Team / WELCA / Scholarship Applications 5 

Providence Chamber Orchestra / Youth Mission Trip 6 

Philadelphia Mission Day / Confirmation Retreat / Clothing Drive / 
Prayer Breakfast 

7 

Adult Christian Education / Confirmation Dates / Bear Creek Camp 8 

Vacation Bible School / Marriage Encounter 9 

Box City 10 

Jacobsons in Africa 11 

April Schedule / Stock Donations / Financial Report 12 

Calendars 13-14 

Staffing / Pastoral Acts / Change of Contact Info back cover 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:  
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Maundy Thursday – March 29th  

Worship at 12:15 and 7:30 p.m. 
Eat, drink, wash, love.  Hands, feet, body, blood.  The vocabulary of Maundy Thurs-

day is sensory, corporeal.  This day shall be a day of remembrance for you 

(Exodus 12:14) and a day that our bodies are re-membered, tangibly.  On Maundy 

Thursday, love is not an empty sentiment but grace enacted with washbasin and 

towel.  We wash and eat and live, that we might love one another as Christ has loved 

us. 

Those who wish will come forward for individual laying on of hands and forgiveness; 

and again, to join in the washing of feet or hands; and again, to gather at the table 

and be filled with Christ’s body.  

Good Friday – March 30th 

Worship at 12:15 and 7:30 p.m. 
On this day we go to the cross with Jesus as we hear the passion of our Lord according 

to the Gospel of John.  As each portion of the scripture is read, candles are extin-

guished and lights turned off until all is darkness.  At the cross we lay our prayers—for 

ourselves, our world, all of creation, trusting the Wounded One with all our wounds. 

Easter Vigil – March 31st - Worship at 7 p.m. 
Easter Vigil is a special night.  A moment for some of the greatest stories of our faith herit-

age unfurled in one setting.  In hearing these stories, we connect with the heart of our own 

faith story. 

As the people of God, we have throughout history ached in suffering, celebrated in praise, 

begged for help, offered generous service, and in general led lives full to the brim.  The sto-

ries of the Easter Vigil remind us of the range of faithful moments, including both joy and 

desolation.  Witnessing these ancient stories, we discover anew how God’s great story is for 

us.  These stories are indeed our stories. 

God brings us through fire and water, out of death and night, welcoming us into the light of 

life.  This night we light a new Christ candle from a new fire.  By the light of that flame we 

gather to remember who we are and where we have come from.  We gather at the baptis-

mal font where three children will be washed with the waters of grace and life.  We remem-

ber how we were given new life through the water of baptism and how on the first Easter 

Christ welcomed Mary:  calling her by name, bringing her out of weeping into the joyous 

light of Easter morning. 

Through the drama of Easter Vigil, we are invited to honest reflection and real renewal.  On 

this night we remember that God’s great story holds all of our little stories:  the joy and fear 

of a new baby, changing jobs, cancer, celebrating friendship, waiting for new faith to 

emerge.  All of us are written into God’s ongoing and welcoming narrative of passionate 

grace and service.  

Help at St. Peter’s! 
We are in need of volunteers to help with lunches at St. Peter’s.  We 

serve lunches on the 3rd and 5th Friday (when they occur) of each 

month.  The meals are truly appreciated by those in need in our com-

munity and those of us cooking and serving the meal enjoy a time of 

wonderful fellowship.  We meet at St. John’s at 9:00 a.m. to prep the 

meal and then go over to St. Peter’s.  You can sign up to help as your 

schedule permits.  Please consider participating in this important 

ministry.  Our next lunch will be Friday, April 20th.  You can contact 

Sonya Sowards at (610) 933-3947 or email Deb Welsh directly 

at:  djwelsh1453@yahoo.com. 

mailto:djwelsh1453@yahoo.com
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St. John’s Easter Breakfast 

Sunday, April 1st 
It is wonderful to gather after or before Easter worship 

to share breakfast together!  Our Fellowship Committee 

organizes us so that we can all enjoy this special time of 

celebrating our Lord’s Resurrection.  The breakfast be-

gins at 9:15 a.m. and continues until approximately 

10:30 a.m.  Everyone is invited!!!! 

Because “many hands make light work” help is request-

ed.  Here’s what needs to be done:  

 ·Set up -- on Saturday morning at about 10 a.m.  

 ·Make a breakfast casserole—15 are needed, casserole pans are provided.  You can pick up your pan in the 

narthex.  Please include a list of ingredients to help those with allergies.  

 ·Provide a fruit tray or fruit salad—2-3 are needed. 

 ·Make or buy some sweet breads such as cinnamon buns or coffee cake.  

 ·Provide juice—we need two ½ gallons each of orange, apple, white grape and cranberry juice.  

 ·Assist in the kitchen on Saturday evening, early Sunday morning or during the breakfast.  

 ·Clean-up help after 10:30 a.m.—a gift those who attend the early services can provide.  

Thank you for signing up for a task through the Yellow Communication Card, or by calling or emailing Sonya So-

wards at (610) 933-3947 or office@stjohnphoenixville.org. 

EARTH DAYS AT ST. JOHN’S 
Spring Clean Up 

and Mulching Morning – April 21st  
It has been a LONG winter, but spring is finally here!  On 

Saturday, April 21st we will do a garden clean up begin-

ning at 9 a.m. followed by mulching starting around 10 

a.m.  Our Garden Party and Property Committee need 

EXTRA HANDS for this important task.  Please sign up 

via the Yellow Communication Card or call Pastor 

Krommes at (610) 933-3947.  If you are unable to as-

sist that day, you can do your part by doing some clean-

ing up ahead of time and or picking up tree branches 

that have fallen in the winter storms. 

Earth Day Celebration – April 22nd at 9:30 a.m. 
Our entire Sunday school—from the Infants and toddlers class to our adult groups—will venture outside (weather 

permitting) on Sunday, April 22nd to enjoy our beautiful grounds.  The Campus Plan Team will be sharing some of 

the ideas that are being considered in the development of a long-range plan for our campus as well as welcoming 

more ideas.  There will be a time for play and conversation, praying and pondering, walking and dreaming.  Even if 

you do not usually attend Sunday school, please participate in this special Earth Day Celebration. 

Monday, April 16th—Iron Hill Give 20 event 
Join us for a fun evening out and help our youth fund their ASP servant trip to 

Kentucky . . . and have a great night out in Phoenixville.  Go to Iron Hill for 

lunch or dinner on April 16th, and present them with a Give 20 coupon.  20% of 

your food bill will help our youth participate in the Appalachia Service Project 

trip to Kentucky.  We had a great time last year—hope you can make it this 

year.  Thanks for your support! 

mailto:office@stjohnphoenixville.org/
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Welcoming Team News 
The Welcoming Team has undergone some changes with sev-

eral people moving on and some new additions to the team.  

We especially wish to say good-bye and thank you to Aimee 

Hillegas and Malika Khan for their wonderful leadership and 

service while serving on the Welcoming Team.  The reconsti-

tuted team has a busy spring planned. 

First, there will be three baptisms at the Easter Vigil on March 

31st starting at 7:00 p.m.  Jack Ritchie, Emily and Owen Bird-

sell will be baptized.  The Welcoming Team, along with Pastor 

Krommes, is busily preparing for this interactive liturgy, which 

includes Fire, Readings and representative art-work, Baptism 

and the Holy Meal.  Please try to attend this wonderful service if you are able. 

Secondly, in April we will welcome seven new adult members;  John and Karen Cattafesta, Heather Ritchie, Bever-

ly Rote, Eileen Subacus, and Kim and Jason Birdsell.  They are currently attending The WAY led by Pastor 

Krommes and Heather Yonosh which will culminate at the service on April 15th when they officially join St. John’s.  

Afterward the Welcoming Team is hosting a Newcomers’ Brunch starting at 12:00 noon in Kley Hall so we can all 

get to know each other a little better.  The Welcoming Team will supply the main dishes, but we ask members of 

the congregation to bring side dishes for the brunch. 

Finally, you may have noticed we are redoing the congregation bulletin board in the hallway.  We are using photos 

from the 2015 church directory.  If your photo was not in that directory or if you prefer to have an updated picture 

posted, please either email a digital photo to Cathy Kahl at robertsaccounting@comcast.net or let her know that 

you would like her to take a new digital photo of you for the bulletin board. 

Do You See Who God Sees? 
St. John’s Women’s Retreat 

April 14, 2018 

In the book of Isaiah we read,  “The Lord delights in you.” (Isaiah 

62:4)  The dictionary defines delight as joy, extreme satisfaction, 

or something giving great pleasure.  The Lord, our Creator, not on-

ly loves us, but rejoices over us and takes great delight in us, hav-

ing created us in God’s image . . . created GOOD!  When we look in 

the mirror what do we see?  Do we see only flaws and imperfec-

tions?  Or do we see the woman God sees . . . precious, chosen, 

forgiven, loved and blessed? 

In this year’s women’s retreat, “Do You See Who God Sees?” we will explore how God delights in us and loves us 

just as we are.  We will gather at 9:00 a.m. for registration and coffee.  The retreat will begin at 9:30 a.m. and end 

at 3:00 pm.  The cost is $15.  Once again Pastor Kris Peterson will be facilitating this retreat.  Please bring an item 

(photograph, artwork, music, etc.), in which you find delight. 

The regular monthly WELCA meeting will be held on April 24th at 10:30 a.m.  After a brief business meeting, we will 

finish up our Synod Assembly bracelet project, ending with lunch. 

WELCA is always recruiting new members. Ladies, if you have a few free hours at 10:30 a.m. on the third Tuesday 

of the month, we would love to have you join us for informational programs, fun projects, and Christian fellowship! 

Scholarship Applications  
Applications for the St. John’s Scholarship established by Earl and Grace Dahms opened on 

March 1st and are due by April 1st.   Applications have been sent to all our active 12th grad-

ers;  nontraditional students of any age pursuing a course of study in academics or technical 

skills are also encouraged to apply.  Please contact Sonya Sowards at (610) 933-3947 or 

office@st.johnphoenixville.org if you would like to receive an application. 

mailto:robertsaccounting@comcast.net
tel:(610)%20933-3947
mailto:office@st.johnphoenixville.org
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Providence Chamber Orchestra Concert 
On Sunday, April 22nd at 7:00 p.m., St John’s resident 

orchestra, the Providence Chamber Orchestra, pre-

sents its spring concert.  Tom Snyder, Director of Mu-

sic at St. John’s, serves as conductor of the ensem-

ble.  The 35-member group was founded in 1999 to 

meet the musical needs and aspirations of its mem-

bers, a group of talented, amateur musicians from 

the greater Philadelphia area, all of whom share a 

common passion for playing music. 

This year’s concert is dedicated to the music of Franz 

Joseph Haydn.  It begins with his Overture to Il Ritor-

no Di Tobia, his first oratorio, composed in 1775.  

Successive oratorios The Creation and The Seasons are better known.  It is followed by his Cello Concerto in C and 

features Danish born cellist Steve Kramer.  Since immigrating to the United States of America in 2010 and being 

sponsored in 2016 for his extraordinary abilities as a musician, the enchanting and dexterous cellist, Steve Kramer, 

has proven to be one of the most prominent and colorful musicians of today, ascending into classical music’s high-

est class of performance and musical education.  His silvery, singing tone, perspicacious intelligence, musical in-

quisitiveness and charismatic personality have led him to build memorable bridges to his audience while exploring 

versatile repertoire from the four corners of the world.  His childhood experience studying the art of chamber music 

with Yehudi Menuhin and Peter Norris has most certainly contributed a significant element to his enlightening style 

and the invigorating and very expressive musical individuality that distinguishes his playing and teaching. 

Born in Copenhagen, Denmark, Steve Kramer started playing the violin at the age of three with his grandfather, Vla-

dimir Yeshayavitch Novak.  Picking up the cello at age five, Steve Kramer soon continued his studies with his first 

formal cello teacher, Erling Blondal Bengtsson.  He made his debut at 12 years of age, playing as a soloist while 

touring with orchestras in Scandinavia.  He further developed his musicianship under the supervision of five other 

giants of classical music:  violinist Yehudi Menuhin and pianist and composer Peter Norris, with whom Steve Kra-

mer studied chamber music at the Yehudi Menuhin School in London; cellist Karine Georgian at the Hochschule fur 

Musik-Detmold in Germany and receiving private lessons by cellist Boris Pergamentshikov in Berlin, Germany, and 

cellist Alexander Sinelnikov in Jerusalem, Israel. 

The program concludes with Symphony No. 101 known as the Clock Symphony.  Haydn completed the symphony 

in 1793 or 1794.  He wrote it for the second of his two visits to London.  The second movement, from which the 

symphony gets its name, begins with plucked strings and a bassoon.  Towards the middle of the movement, there 

is a dark, fierce passage in G minor, followed by Haydnesque humor and finally the clock theme once 

again. Michael Steinberg said, "Haydn has a gratifying number of different clocks in his shop, offering ‘tick-tock’ in a 

happy variety of colors.” 

Youth Summer Mission Trip  
We are excited to partner with St. Luke Lutheran Church in Devon for our very 

first Appalachia Service Project trip.  We will be traveling to Kentucky by vans to 

help repair homes and buildings.  Our trip is now full, and we are grateful for 

those who will represent St. John’s: 

Adult leaders:  Jodi O’Neill, Justin O’Neill, Mark Gerner, Rick Kramer, Shelley Sae-

ger, and Jeff Vanderveer  

Youth:  Evan Aho, Morgan Beatty, Anna Gerner, Rosa Gerner, Jack Kramer, Jessi-

ca Kramer, Katie Kramer, Madison Muller, Savanna Muller, Cole O’Neill, Mo 

O’Neill, Dylan New, Karisa Saeger, Max Strunk, and Gabrielle Vanderveer 

Please support our youth by participating in their upcoming fund raisers---and 

invite friends and neighbors, too.  You are also welcome to make a donation to help defer costs of the trip. 

Monday, April 16th – Iron Hill Give 20 Day (lunch, dinner, takeout with coupon) 

Sunday, May 6th – Car Wash at St. John’s 8 a.m.-noon (donations accepted) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1793_in_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1794_in_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pizzicato
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Steinberg_(music_critic)
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Phoenixville Community Prayer Breakfast  

For 24 years the Phoenixville Area Social Concerns Committee has held a Community Prayer Breakfast on the 

first Saturday in April in memory of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  This year’s breakfast will be on Saturday, 

April 7th beginning at 8 a.m. in the Phoenixville Area Middle School Cafeteria.  The theme is “The Value of Diversi-

ty” with the Rev. Jim Wallis, the Founder of Sojourners, serving as the Keynote Speaker.  During the breakfast 

three awards will be presented:  The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Humanitarian Award, the Emma Valenteen 

Award of “Compassion,” and the Ruby Armour “Love Thy Neighbor” Award to community members who preserve 

and protect the quality of life that was the dream of Dr. King.  Tickets are $12 each and can be obtained through 

Pastor Krommes or at the Phoenixville Community Health Foundation, 821 Gay Street, Phoenixville. 

24th Annual Community Prayer Breakfast 

Theme: “The Value of Diversity” 

Keynote Speaker: 

Rev. Jim Wallis, Founder, Sojourners 

Saturday, April 7, 2018 

Phoenixville Area Middle School Cafeteria, 8:00am 

Tickets – $12 per person 

Reserved Table of 8 – $150 

Sunday School Clothing Drive 
To celebrate the Lenten season, our 

Sunday school is holding a special 

clothing drive to benefit Cradle to Cray-

ons in West Conshohocken, which pro-

vides children who are homeless or live 

in low-income situations all the essen-

tials to help them thrive. Our Sunday 

school children and parents are invited 

to bring an offering of the following 

items each week until April 1st:  new 

pajamas in children’s sizes 0-20; new 

socks in children and youth sizes; new 

underwear in children and youth sizes; 

gently-used clothing in children’s sizes 

up to 20 (no holes, tears, stains 

please).  Disposable diapers still in 

packaging will also be accepted. We 

are collecting these items just outside 

of the Sunday school classrooms down-

stairs and by the nursery.  All members 

are invited to participate in the collec-

tion.  If you are interested in helping 

deliver our collection, please see Pas-

tor Skyle. 

Philadelphia Mission Day  
On Tuesday, April 3rd, our ninth 

graders will go on a Philadelphia 

Mission Day as part of their 

preparation for Confirmation on 

May 20th.  In the morning, they 

will learn about doing ministry in 

the city.  They will have lunch 

and then head over to University Lutheran Church at 37th and Chestnut 

Streets to prepare a fabulous dinner for the guests at Feast Incar-

nate.   After serving and cleaning up from the meal, they’ll head back to 

Phoenixville full of new growth and joy.  High school students are also 

welcome to attend.  Your help is needed!  They are in need of donated 

desserts for the day.   If you are able to provide one, please put it in the 

church kitchen by 8:30 a.m. on April 4th.  THANK YOU!!  

Confirmation Retreat 
Cape May . . . here we come!  On 

Friday, April 27th at 6 p.m. our 

7th, 8th and 9th grade Confirma-

tion students, along with their 

10th-12th grade mentors, will 

meet at the church to head 

“down the shore” for the week-

end for their spring retreat.  

(Please pray for nice, warm 

weather.)  They’ll be camping 

out at the DeMutis’ shore house and gathering at Cape May Lutheran 

Church for their learning events.  The weekend will include some time for 

relaxing, prayer, and weather permitting, Holy Communion on the beach 

Sunday morning.  The Confirmation students will return refreshed and 

relaxed on Sunday afternoon while the leaders and guides will be ready 

for long naps.  Please keep them in your prayers!   
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On Sunday mornings there are many learning opportunities for adults 

at St. John’s.  All the classes begin at 9:25 a.m. and new folks are al-

ways welcomed. 

Happy Hour—Dwelling in God’s Word 
This class gathers to support and encourage one another and also to 

be fed by God’s Word.  They explore the weekly Gospel text and how it 

relates to their lives.  By doing so, faith and friendship grow.  Many of 

those who participate in this group are parents so there are always 

connections being made and mutual support given.  The class meets 

in the church library (Meeting Room #2). 

Sunday Morning Book Club 
The Sunday Morning Book Club meets in Pastor Krommes’ office and 

discussion is always lively with much laughter.  Beyond Sunday morn-

ing the club gathers for evenings at the movies, particularly enjoying 

films on books they have read together.  Coordinator Jean Herbranson 

lets everyone know what’s happening through Life Together and our 

weekly email update. 

Faith Life 
Faith Life is for those who want to think deeply about what’s happen-

ing in the world in relationship to their faith.  This weekly discussion in 

Meeting Room #1 is coordinated by our Dean of Education, Jack Ertell, 

and is led by people from a variety of specialties including science, 

politics, education, and health care. 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 

One of the best ways to grow in faith is to grow in knowledge of the 

Bible.  By doing so you experience how God has worked in the past 

and discover how God is working now, especially in your own life.  A 

brand-new Bible study has begun on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Kley Hall.  

Led by Pastor Krommes, the study explores Bible basics and what it 

means to you. 

A New Class 

Linda Landis leads a discussion of the book 31 Verses to Write on 

Your Heart by Liz Curtis Higgs in the Fireside Room. 

The WAY 
Our newcomer group, The Way, began on February 18th.  Please speak 

with Pastor Krommes to learn more, especially if you are interested in 

becoming a member of St. John’s. 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDIES 
Every Wednesday there are two Bible studies.  The first meets at 

10 a.m. in the St. Peter’s Place Community Room located at 601 Cen-

tre Street in Phoenixville.  The second meets at 7 p.m. in the Fireside 

Room at St. John’s.  Each group delights in welcoming new people to 

the study.  No previous knowledge of the Bible is necessary. 

Confirmation—Save the Dates 
Tuesday, April 3rd 

Annual 9th grade Mission Day in Phila-

delphia—mandatory for 9th grade con-

firmation students; optional 10th-12th 

graders 

Friday, April 27th - Sunday, April 29th 

Spring Confirmation Retreat in Cape 

May—mandatory for 7th, 8th and 9th 

grade confirmation students. 

Sunday, May 20th 

Confirmation Sunday—9th grade stu-

dents report to sanctuary at 

9:40 a.m., 7th and 8th grade students 

report to Kley Hall.   Confirmation wor-

ship service at 10:45 a.m. is manda-

tory for all 7th, 8th and 9th grade stu-

dents. 

Bear Creek Camp 

Parents—did you know we have an awe-

some Lutheran camp in Pennsylvania?  

Bear Creek Camp is a great place to 

send your kids for a camping experience 

they won’t forget.  For our younger 

campers, they offer a  “try me” camp, 

which is a little shorter and helps our 

young ones adjust from being away from 

home.  Check out registration 

online:  www.bearcreekcamp.org.  The 

camp is also looking for a few great and 

enthusiastic counselors—maybe you 

know a college student who would be 

great!  Contact Pastor Skyle for more 

details.  Last year, the following youth 

represented St. John's as campers at 

Bear Creek Camp:  Wyatt Barker, Mea 

Borzumati, Jack Kramer, Katie Kramer, 

Luke Olsen, Cole O'Neill, Jason O'Neill, 

Mo O'Neill and Trevor O'Neill.  Ask them 

about their experience!   Children who 

register before the last day of Sunday 

School - May 20th - and send their t-shirt 

size to Pastor Skyle are eligible for a 

free t-shirt, compliments of St. John's. 

http://www.bearcreekcamp.org
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VBS – Save the Dates and Register NOW!  
Vacation Bible School will be here before you know it.  Mark your cal-

endars for June 18th-22nd.  Our theme is “Time Lab:  Discovering Jesus 

from Eternity Past to Eternity Future.” 

Registration forms are in the narthex, on our website under the 

“forms” tab, or just call or email Sonya Sowards at (610) 933-3947 or 

office@stjohnphoenixville and she’ll be glad to send you one. 

Please register your children no later than June 1st.  There are a lim-

ited number of spots available for 3 and 4 year-olds.  (3 and 4 year-

olds must be potty trained in order to attend.)   

Children entering 6th grade or older can sign up to be helpers.  Adult 

volunteers are also needed.  Please see Pastor Skyle and sign up on 

the registration form if you can help. 

Afternoon Adventures will take place June 18th-22nd from 12 noon to 

5:30 p.m. for children ages 5 and above.  This day camp is designed t o 

reach out to those youngsters who, because of their child care needs, 

have been unable to participate in VBS.  We’ll play, swim, learn a little, make crafts, and generally have a great 

time.  If you are interested in this program for your child, complete that portion of the registration form, or contact 

Pastor Skyle Rea for more information.  There is a $100.00 registration fee for this program, and your child must 

also be enrolled in our VBS program.  Also, if your child is not a member of the Phoenixville YMCA, there will be an 

additional fee which pays for a week swim pass at the YMCA.  Registration for Afternoon Adventures closes on June 

1st.  We are also looking for qualified teenagers to staff our day camp.  If you are in 8th grade or older and would 

like to apply to be on staff at Afternoon Adventures, a paid position, please speak with Pastor Skyle. 

2018 Lutheran Marriage 

Encounter Weekends 

Announced 
Your marriage relationship is one of 

the things in life that provides the 

greatest potential for happiness. Is 

yours living up to this potential?  

Please make 2018 the year you re-

solve to attend a Lutheran Marriage 

Encounter Weekend to learn how to 

maximize the joy and intimacy that 

God intends for your marriage. 

The following Weekends have been scheduled with one more to be added in Massachusetts in the fall.  

* April 6-8, 2018 at Toftrees Golf Resort in State College Pennsylvania.  A peaceful resort surrounded by a golf 

course and nestled in the woods in the center of Pennsylvania. 

* September 14-16, 2018 at Spruce Lake Retreat in Canadensis, Pennsylvania.  A lovely hotel-style facility In a 

wooded area of the Poconos, an hour north of Allentown. 

* October 19-21, 2018 at Olmsted Retreat Center.  A stunning, hotel-style retreat next to Olmsted Mansion in Alle-

gheny National Forest, two hours north of Pittsburgh.  

Two nights lodging, five meals for each of you, and all supplies are included with your $100 per-couple registration 

fee, plus toward the end of the weekend you will be given an opportunity to make a confidential contribution of 

whatever amount you wish toward the continuation of the program.  To be sure to get the Weekend of your choice, 

sign up at your earliest convenience by going to the website, www.GodLovesMarriage.org, and paying the registra-

tion fee with your credit card, or marking the option to mail a check.  For questions or if you would like a brochure 

with registration form mailed to you, contact Northeast U.S. Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie 

Schamber, at (724) 325-3166 or fjschamber@comcast.net. 

http://www.GodLovesMarriage.org
mailto:fjschamber@comcast.net
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People of God 

Involved in God’s Work 
April Schedule 

    Early Service       Late Service 

Altar Guild 

  1 Leilani Ash & Janet Ertell 

  8 Donna Anderson & Jean Herbranson 

15 Barbara Eng 

22 Betty Hans & Elena Wallace 

29 Jean Herbranson 

Assisting Ministers 

  1 Debbie Gordon   Evan Aho 

  8 Teresa Olsen   Sandi Stotler 

15 Brittney Walters   Nancy Cressman 

22 Jay Stearly    Jake New 

29 Ron Stevens   Sam Ahola 

Coffee Hour 

  1 Fellowship 

  8 Happy Hour  

15 Book Club 

22 The Way/Welcoming Team 

29 Adult Sunday school 

Communion Assistants/Lectors 

  1 Teresa Olsen (L)   Deb Ahola (L) 

 Aimee Hillegas   Shelley Saeger 

      Nancy Cressman 

  8 Jay Stearly (L)   Mitch Reading (L) 

 Erica Lucas   Heather Yonosh 

15 Don Titus (L)   Bill Starling (L) 

 Debbe Welsh   Sue Starling 

22 Teresa Olsen (L)   Dale Herbranson (L) 

 Chuck Liedike   TBD 

29 Brittney Walters (L)  Sandi Stotler (L) 

 Pat Lucas    TBD 

Counters 

  1 Jeanne & Jeff Schanzenbach, Stephen Drewes, Dick Kunsch 

  8 Heather Yonosh, Peg Yanoviak, Jack & Janet Ertell 

15 Mary Heiser, Ed Naylor, Mike & Cathy Kahl 

22 Jack Ertell, Lilly Khan, Elisa Khan, Donna Anderson 

29 Kevin Gallagher, Mary Heiser, Mike & Cathy Kahl 

Lock-up 

  1 Dick Wolstenholme  Bill Starling 

  8 Dale Herbranson   Laura Caughlan 

15 Dick Kunsch   Brian Greenwald 

22 Bobbi Riley    Brian Becker 

29 Sandra Zimmermann  Rick Kramer 

Ushers 

  1 John Hadfield   Laurie Griggs-Williams 

 Toni Hadfield   Gabrielle VanDerveer 

 Judy Wolstenholme  Donna Anderson 

 Dick Wolstenholme  TBD 

  8 Barry Church   Paul Miller 

 Luanne Bindschusz  James Niness 

 Bev Rote    Carter Niness 

 Greg Krueger   Beth Williams 

15 Bob Gorman   Donna Anderson 

 Carol Cully    Travis Brown 

 John Rawlins   Dale Herbranson 

 Dick Kunsch   Deb Ahola 

22 Cathy Garrett   Barb Rambo 

 Erica Lucas   John Westerman 

 Cindy Gadzicki   Glenn Murphy 

 Madison Gadzicki  Tyler Pekofsky 

29 Rich Latella   Brian Becker 

 Rich Skoniczin   Cathy Garrett 

 Don Titus     Margaret Walker 

 Debbe Welsh    Donna Anderson 

Budget Actual Budget Actual

Income:

Envelope Giving 35,347$     37,363$     70,693$     65,922$     

Other Income 1,658         1,423         3,317         2,657         

Total Income 37,005$     38,785$     74,010$     68,579$     

Expenses 38,786$     42,763$     77,572$     81,128$     

Income (Deficit) (1,781)$      (3,977)$      (3,562)$      (12,549)$    

Monthly Year-to-Date

Summary Report as of February 28, 2018

Donating Stock to St. John’s 
One of the many ways to 

f inanc ia l l y  sup por t 

St. Johns is through the 

donation of stock.  Donat-

ing appreciated stock will 

benefit the church and 

provide a potential tax 

benefit to the donor.  For stock that has been held 

for more than a year and has appreciated in value, 

one can take a charitable deduction based on the 

stock's fair market value on the day of donation.  Ad-

ditionally, making such a donation will avoid capital 

gains taxes on the increased value of the stock. 

If interested in donating stock to the St. Johns, con-

tact our Church Treasurer, Shirley Platzer, at (484) 

933-7763.  The donated stock would be sold and 

the funds placed in St. John’s investment accounts.  

Shirley can arrange the stock transaction through 

our church's brokerage account with Vanguard. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 

355 St. John’s Circle 

Phoenixville, PA 19460 

(610) 933-3947 

 
www.stjohnphoenixville.org 

E-mail: stjohnsphoenixville@verizon.net 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Lead Pastor: 

The Rev. Dr. Cynthia L. Krommes 

Youth & Family Pastor: 

The Rev. Stacey-Kyle Rea 

Pastoral Associate: 

The Rev. Thomas Kochenderfer, Jr. 

Director of Music: 

F. Thomas Snyder III 

Organist: 
John A. Quinn III 

Evening Light Pianist: 

Sondra L. Andrews 

Parish Administrator: 

Sonya K. Sowards 

Custodian: 

Pat Fatale 

Nursery Coordinator: 

Arlene Hudak 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

President: 

Brian Becker 

Vice President: 

Dale Herbranson 

Secretary: 

Pam Naylor 

Treasurer: 

Shirley Platzer 

Assistant Treasurer: 

Rose Gatlos 

Financial Recording Secretary: 

Mary Heiser 

Fund 3 Secretary: 

Kevin Gallagher 

Executive Committee.: 

Rick Kramer 

Sandra Zimmermann 

 

Other Members of Church Council: 

Bill Starling 

Don Titus 

Dick Wolstenholme 

Bobbi Riley 

Laura Caughlan 

Dick Kunsch 

Brian Greenwald 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Ministry Leaders: 

Linda Landis — (610) 933-9544  

Lee Dalasio — (610) 454-9884 

 

 

COMMITTEES 

 

Christian Education: 

Mark Gerner, Chair 

Bill Starling, Council Rep. 

 

Youth & Family 

Teresa Olsen, Chair 

Rick Kramer, Council Rep. 

 

Columbarium: 

Bill Starling, Council Rep. 

 

Electronics: 

William Schoellkopf, Chair 
Dale Herbranson, Council Rep. 

 

Executive: 

Dale Herbranson, Chair 

 

Fellowship: 

Sandra Zimmermann, Chair 

Bobbi Riley, Council Rep. 

 

Finance: 

Jack Ertell, Chairperson 

Don Titus, Council Rep. 

 

Property: 

Keith Kenyon, Bill Schoellkopf 

Co-Chairpersons 

Dick Wolstenholme, Council Rep. 

 

Social Ministry: 

Debbe Welsh, Chairperson 

Laura Caughlan, Council Rep. 

 

Stewardship: 

Stephen Drewes, Chair 

Dick Kunsch, Council Rep. 

 

Welcoming Team: 

Donna Searchfield, Chair 

Pam Naylor, Council Rep. 

 

Worship and Music: 

Jean Herbranson, Chair 

Sandra Zimmermann, Council Rep. 

 

Office Assistants: 

Debbe Welsh  June Henzie 

Beverly Ott  Kay Mann 

Joan Carl   Pat Renninger 

Dottie Doepping 

 
The Circle Editor: 

Sonya K. Sowards 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Acts 

 

Funeral 

Anna M. Gruici 

March 15, 2018 

 

 

 

Change of Contact Info 

 

Don & Harriet Carr 

3000 Balfour Circle, Apt. 308 

Phoenixville, PA  19460 

(484) 920-6167 

 

Rachel Gadzicki 

120 Sutherland Road, Apt. 6 

Brighton, MA  02135 

 



 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

355 St. John’s Circle 

Phoenixville, PA  19460-2582 

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

355 St. John’s Circle 

Phoenixville, PA  19460-2582 

(610) 933-3947 

www.stjohnluthphoenixville.org 

E-mail: office@stjohnphoenixville.org 

office hours 9-3 M-Th & 9-12 F (barring exceptions) 

please call for appointments with staff members 

 

A Caring, Sharing, Growing Congregation 

Participating in Stephen Ministry 

THE CIRCLE 

Worship Schedule 
 

Saturdays 5 p.m. 

Evening Light with Holy Communion 
 

Sundays 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

Holy Communion 

 
Handicapped Accessible 

2018 


