The Circle
September Worship at St. John's
Note: Sunday worship on September 2nd and 9th begins at 9 a.m. On Sunday, September 16th we return
to two Sunday worship services at 8 a.m. and 10:45
a.m. with Christian Education beginning at 9:25 a.m.
Saturday evening worship begins at 5 p.m.

15th Weekend after Pentecost
Saturday, September 1st
Evening Light, 5 p.m.
Sunday, September 2nd
Holy Communion, 9 a.m.
Thanksgiving for Ministry of Pat Fatale, 10 a.m.
After five weeks of being fed with the Bread of Life
through the sixth chapter of John we are back to the
Gospel of Mark. We join a conversation with Jesus
about dirty hands and soiled hearts. Following Sunday worship we will give thanks to God and to Pat Fatale who is retiring after serving as our sexton for 18
years.

16th Weekend after Pentecost
Saturday, September 8th
Evening Light, 5 p.m.
Sunday, September 9th
Worship, 9 a.m.
Strategic Plan Listening Report, 10 a.m.
The Christian Life begins in the waters of baptism
which is lived out in living, growing and sharing in
God’s love. On Sunday we will begin at the font with
the baptism of Lilyanna Reading, hear God’s word
sending us into mission, bless our Sunday school children and their teachers as they begin a new year of
learning and growing, and all together receive the
Bread of Life in Holy Communion. God’s love
abounds!
At approximately 10 a.m., The Rev. Dr. Elise Brown
will guide us through our Strategic Plan Listening Report and share a series of recommendations for us to
consider. Everyone, members and guests alike are
invited to participate. Older children and youth are
also encouraged to attend the meeting while child
care will be provided for younger children.

17th Weekend after Pentecost
Saturday, September 15th
Evening Light, 5 p.m.
Confirmation Lock-In
Saturday at 6 p.m. until Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, September 16th
Holy Communion, 8 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Christian Education, 9:25 a.m.
Mission Trip Report, 9:30 a.m.
In our Gospel this weekend we will hear Jesus say, “If
any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves, take up their cross and follow me. For
those who want to save their life will lose it, and
those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake
of the gospel, will save it.” As part of our worship we
will also hear from the youth and adults who went on
the Appalachia Service Project Mission Trip and in
many ways, “lost their lives” and experienced
“salvation.” A more extensive report will take place in
Kley Hall beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Worship schedule continued next page . . . .
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The Pastor’s message:
On Listening . . .
On my first day as a Sociology intern at Emanuel Lutheran Church in
South Philadelphia, Pastor John Cochran, my supervisor, handed me a
little book by Dietrich Bonhoeffer called Life Together, and told me to
read it.1 I did so, underlying passage after passage, and through the
years have come back to that little book over and over again.
In a chapter on ministry, not ordained ministry, but the ministry of the
priesthood of all believers which includes you and me, Bonhoeffer wrote this on the ministry of listening:
The first service that one owes to others in the fellowship consists in listening to them. Just as love to God
begins with listening to His Word, so the beginning of love for the brethren is learning to listen to them. It is
God’s love for us that He not only gives us His Word but also lends us His ear.
So it is His work that we do for our brother (sister) when we learn to listen to him (her). Christians, especially ministers, so often think they must always contribute something when they are in the company of others,
that this is the one service they have to render. They forget that listening can be a greater service than
speaking.
Many people are looking for an ear that will listen. They do not find it among Christians, because these
Christians are talking where they should be listening. But he (she) who can no longer listen to his brother
(sister) will soon be no longer listening to God either; he (she) will be doing nothing but prattle in the presence of God too.
Have you ever noticed how hard it is to really hear another? How often we just half-hear because we are too busy
thinking up our response to focus upon what is being said. I think that is true in every community, especially one
that is as fluid as St. John’s with our three different worshiping communities, more than a dozen learning groups,
five choirs and ten or more teams/committees. So that even when one is clearly heard by another, to be heard by
our whole community is a challenge. (This is true even for the preacher—who as Bonhoeffer points out can forget
that listening can be a greater service than speaking.)
To help us hear one another, our Council engaged the services of the Rev. Dr. Elise Brown of Kairos to conduct listening sessions as part of the development of a congregational strategic plan. She spent hours listening to our
congregation and will be presenting a report on what she heard on Sunday, September 9th at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary. It is very important for each one of us to be present to hear that day and in doing so lend our ear to our
brothers and sisters.
Our listening then moves beyond St. John’s into the community and world, where we will hear questions, longings
and laments. And we are to listen to God through word and worship, in silence, in prayer, with open ears, minds
and hearts. In a world where we are inundated by noise, such listening is a true gift for our life together.
1Dietrich

Bonhoeffer, Life Together, Harper & Row, 1954, 97.

September worship continued--

18th Weekend after Pentecost
Saturday, September 22nd—Evening Light, 5 p.m.
Sunday, September 23rd—Holy Communion, 8 a.m.
Christian Education, 9:25 a.m. (start of adult education classes)
50th Anniversary Celebration of the Ordination of
Pastor Thomas Kochenderfer at 10:45 a.m. service
Anniversary Party, 12:15 p.m.
Pastor Thomas Kochenderfer was ordained into the ministry of Word
and Sacrament in 1968 which means it is time for a 50th anniversary celebration. After serving in three congregations, Mediator Lutheran Church and Tabernacle Lutheran Church, both in Philadelphia, and St. Andrew’s in Audubon for 40 years, he retired and began
serving as our Visitation Pastor at St. John’s in 2008. It’s time to
celebrate!!!!
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19th Weekend after Pentecost
Saturday, September 29th
Evening Light, 5 p.m.
Sunday, September 30th
Holy Communion, 8 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Christian Education, 9:25 a.m.
“Many hands make light work” is an old
Pennsylvania Dutch saying that affirms
the power and strength of a community to
work together. Our texts on this Sunday
reflect upon how God and God’s people
have worked together in mission and ministry through the ages. Come to worship
with your hearts and hands . . . .

St. John’s Strategic Planning Process Phase Two
On Sunday, September 9th we will have ONE Sunday worship service beginning at 9 a.m., which will “kick-off” a new year of Sunday School with the
blessings of our students and teachers. The service will specifically be
planned to be child-friendly.
Following worship, at 10 a.m., we will hear the Listening Report from the first
phrase of our Strategic Planning Process. The Rev. Dr. Elise Brown will guide
us through the report and share a series of recommendations for us to consider. Older children and youth are encouraged to attend the meeting while
child care will be provided for younger children.
During the fall, we will have five Cottage Meetings—small group gatherings of 10-12 people—in homes and at the
church to discuss the recommendations. During these meetings, we will discuss what we believe to be the most
pressing needs of the congregation and what we, as a congregation, wish to be addressed as part of our strategic plan for the future. We are anticipating this phase of the process to be completed by Thanksgiving with the
hopes of presenting the plan in early December.
Thank you to everyone who met with Dr. Elise Brown during her two recent visits to St. John’s and for everyone
who filled out a survey a year or so ago. Your input is important and deeply appreciated. As we continue in the
process please hold St. John’s in your prayers that we may continue to joyously live, grow and share in God’s
love through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Worship & Music News
At the June Worship & Music meeting, the Committee proposed that the Memorial
Day and Labor Day weekends be included in the summer worship schedule, i.e. one
Sunday service at 9:00 a.m. The Church Council approved that motion and the
schedule will be in effect beginning September 2nd. The Council also approved a
9:00 a.m. worship service on September 9th to allow for an all-congregation Listening
Report from Rev. Elise Brown, who collected feedback from recent individual and
group meetings. Regular Sunday services at 8:00 and 10:45 a.m. resume on September 16th. Saturday Evening Light at 5:00 p.m. takes place each week throughout
the year.

50th Anniversary of Ordination Celebration
of Pastor Thomas Kochenderfer
On Sunday, September 23rd at our 10:45 a.m. worship, we will
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the ordination of the Rev. Thomas Kochenderfer. A reception and luncheon in Kley Hall will follow
the worship.
After graduating from the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia in 1968, Pastor Kochenderfer was called to Mediator Lutheran Church in North Philadelphia where he served for 5½
years. His second call was to Tabernacle Lutheran Church in West
Philadelphia where he served 11½ years. His third and last call
was to St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church in Audubon where he stayed
for 23 years. Upon his retirement he joined the staff at St. John’s
as our Visitation Pastor. He also serves as the Visitation Pastor of
Augustus Lutheran Church in Trappe. In the past few years he’s
enjoyed doing re-enactments of stories from the life of Henry Melchoir Muhlenberg (he lives in Muhlenberg’s son’s house across the street from Augustus). Pastor Kochenderfer loves singing in the choir at St. John’s, serving as a supply preacher and working with our Young at Heart
Group. His faith and joy are contagious!
So save September 23rd to join in the celebration. If you would like to help in any way, please let Sonya Sowards know at (610) 933-3947 or office@stjohnphoenixville.org.
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St. John’s Adult
Sunday School

Our September Young at Heart meeting will be held on September 19th
starting at 12:00 p.m. Lunch is included along with a music program
featuring a gentleman named Dominic
who sings and plays guitar. Come and
join us for food, music, and most importantly, fellowship!

For the Beauty of the Earth…
Rain, rain and more rain has left our
gardens lush and green and overgrowing. They are in need of tending.
There will be a Gardening Morning on
Thursday, September 13th from 9 a.m.
to 12 noon. (RAIN DATE is Thursday,
September 20th.) If you are available
to help it would be deeply appreciated.
If you are not and would like to garden
on a different day and time, you can be
assigned a plot to care for at a time
that works for you. Either way, contact
our Garden Party chair, Lynn Titus at
nanatitus67@gmail.com or send an
email to office@stjohnphoenixville.org
so that appropriate plans can be
made. Thank you!

Adult Sunday school
classes will begin on
Sunday, September
23rd. As in the past,
there will be at least
four different learning
and sharing activities
with an occasional
combined adult activity. The adult program is divided into
four eight-week cycles offering a variety of opportunities for the year. All adults are welcome and
encouraged to participate. The adult programs for the fall session are:
1. Sunday Morning Book Club. Books are selected from recommendations by
members. Most books are read over a three- or four-week period, with
some coming from the Chester County Library's "Books in a Bag" Program.
The first book they will be reading is "The Ministry of Utmost Happiness" by
Arundhati Roy. Jean Herbranson serves as the coordinator. The Book Club
meets in Pastor Krommes' office.
2. "Grit and Grace: Heroic Women of the Bible." Linda Landis will lead a class
based on author Caryn Rivadeneira's bestselling book that profiles seventeen fascinating women of the Bible. The class meets in the Fireside
Room. Part 2 of this topic will follow in the second cycle. In the second half
of the year, Sandy Zimmermann will lead a class on Katie Luther.
3. Happy Hour. This is a class that focuses on parenting issues, with the class
led each week by various members of the group. Discussions may touch
on concerns raised at home, at school, or events in our society. Coordinated by Teresa Olsen, the group meets in Kley Hall Classroom #2.
4. Faith Life Class. This class discusses topics of the day from a Christian perspective. For the first cycle, the class will be led by our seminarian Debbie
Gordon. Later in the year, the class will be doing a book study and view a
video series led by other members of the class. Coordinated by Jack Ertell,
the class meets in Kley Hall Classroom #1.

Come enjoy authentic food and good company and
support Phoenixville Area Time Bank! Phoenixville
Area Time Bank offers people the opportunity to
reach out, ask for help, and discover the joy of
sharing their interests and skills with others.
Where: St. John's Lutheran Church
When: Saturday, October 13th
Time: 5:00-7:30 p.m.
Take-outs begin at 4:30 p.m.
Cost: $10.00 per adult in advance, $12.00 at the door, $6.00 per child
(ages 10 and under), children under 3 are free
Spaghetti, homemade meat balls, sausage, salad, garlic bread, fresh
grated cheese, drinks, and desserts will be served. Gluten free pasta &
vegetarian spaghetti squash will also be available.
Tickets for raffles and baskets will be sold throughout the night and silent auction items and a 50-50 raffle will be available. You can also bid
on baskets at St. John’s on October 7th during coffee hour. Please respond via the YCC or contact Kelly LeMarbe at keepfaith315@yahoo.com
COME OUT AND SUPPORT THE PHOENIXVILLE AREA TIME BANK
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A Celestial Musical Journey
St. John’s presents “Silver, Wood & Ivory” in concert, 4:00
p.m, on Sunday, September 30th. Silver, wood, and ivory
are three creations of beauty found in nature. When you
add the musical inspirations of Tracy Dietrich and Cindy
Wittenberg, “Silver, Wood & Ivory” transform into a celestial
musical journey. Whether it’s a familiar song that causes
memories to come flooding back or a new melody that creates a sense of calm, Silver Wood & Ivory has created a
body of work that will satisfy everyone’s melodic appetite.
Together, this two-person orchestra of classically trained
artists have fashioned a tapestry of music that stirs the
soul.
Tracy Dietrich, the Silver and Wood of the duo, was born
with the gift of perfect pitch. She says that playing music
came as second nature to her from the time she was a child. Tracy has played other instruments, but it’s the flute
that has captured the passion of her musical voice. Tracy has mastered nineteen different flutes and recorders
ranging from the most primitive to the most sophisticated. These intricate varieties of flutes compliment her
unique style. Cindy Wittenberg, the Ivory of the pair, grew up in a musical family with a classically trained mother.
She began playing the piano at the age of four and began formal training by the age of eight. Cindy also learned to
play the organ and the bassoon which allows her to draw from her symphonic experiences when composing music.
Tracy and Cindy both have instrumental performance degrees: Tracy from Indiana University and Cindy from Elizabethtown College and Peabody Conservatory.
There is no admission charge although a free-will offering will be received. A reception follows the concert. Arrive
early as a full house is anticipated.

5th Annual St. John’s “Nine & Dine” Golf Outing
Join us on Saturday, September 22, 2018 at the Phoenixville
Country Club at 1:00 p.m. for the 5th annual St. John’s golf outing! Registration begins at 12:30 p.m. Dinner with a cash bar
immediately follows golf. To register, for golf and dinner or for
the dinner only, complete the form in your church bulletin. For
further information contact Don Titus at (484) 924-8656 or
Kevin Gallagher at (610) 908-4431.

Calling All St John’s Women!
Please join us on Tuesday, September 25th at 10:30 a.m. to kick off
our 2018/2019 meeting year. Bring your innovative ideas as we discuss program ideas and make plans for the upcoming year. Be creative and innovative with your suggestions; and don’t forget, as in past
years, lunch will be after the business meeting. Looking forward to seeing you then!

Altar Guild Description and Invitation to Help
The Altar Guild's responsibilities include preparing the sanctuary for worship, setting up for communion, and
cleaning up after communion. Members usually work as teams, with an experienced member training a new
member. At times, members are asked to help with preparations for Holy Week, Christmas, or other special occasions. Teams usually work one weekend a month, although bi-monthly or occasional commitments are available as well. You are invited to learn more about "setting the table for Jesus" by contacting Jean Herbranson at
(610) 831-5803 or deherb@juno.com).
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Sunday School Blessing of Students and Teachers
September 9th at 9 a.m.
It’s time to enroll in our children’s Sunday school, confirmation program, youth group and adult education classes. If you have previously
enrolled in Sunday school, you can simply check your child’s information in the notebooks provided in the narthex. If you have never
registered, forms are available in the narthex, or on our St. John’s
website (www.stjohnluthphoenixville.org).
On September 9th during worship at 9 a.m. all our Sunday school students and teachers will be blessed as part of worship which is especially designed for children that day. We are having ONE Sunday worship service with the Strategic Plan Listening Report beginning at 10
a.m. Child care will be provided during the report.
th
The next Sunday, September 16 , Sunday school begins at 9:25 a.m. Children ages 3 through kindergarten meet
in the Creation Room. Elementary school children gather in the yellow room downstairs for an opening and then go
to their classrooms. Toddlers and parents will meet in the Noah Room to make plans for the year.
Confirmation Begins September 9th at 9 a.m.
“From Boys and Girls to Young Men and Women," that’s how Manny Demutis
describes what happens in confirmation—our children grow in who they are and
in knowing "whose" they are. Confirmation is three years of faith formation that
helps our seventh, eighth and ninth graders explore the promises made by God
to them in their baptism. The confirmation students will take part in the blessing of students and teachers/guides during the morning worship on September
9th at 9 a.m. Afterwards, they will attend the Strategic Plan Listening Report
because it will help to shape the future of St. John’s of which they are a very
important part!
The next weekend, Saturday, September 15th into the 16th, all the confirmation
students and guides will take part in the CONFIRMATION LOCK-IN, which begins
at 6 p.m. sharp on Saturday. While the parents meet with Pastor Krommes, the
confirmation students and their guides will prepare a taco supper for everyone. After the meal the parents head
home while the students participate in an evening of learning, service and fellowship. Then at our 8 a.m. Sunday
worship, our new confirmation students will knock on the church door and ask to be received into confirmation.
Following worship they will attend the Appalachia Service Project Mission Trip Report in Kley Hall beginning at 9:30
a.m. with their parents. This is an essential bonding experience for our confirmation students; absences will be
excused for emergencies only.
On Sunday, September 23rd, the 7th and 8th graders will meet in the Eisenhower Room for their first learning event.
The 9th graders meet downstairs in the light blue room at the end of the hall to begin their study of the Ten Commandments!
If you have any questions about Sunday school and confirmation, please contact Pastor Krommes.

Wednesday Adult Bible Studies
There are two opportunities to be part of a St. John’s Bible
study on Wednesdays. The morning study resumes on September 5th and takes place in the community room at the
Episcopal House, an independent-living apartment building
for seniors on Mason Street in Phoenixville from 10 to 11
a.m. The evening study is from 7 to 8 p.m. and meets in the
Fireside Room. Both groups focus on one of the readings for
the coming Saturday/Sunday. That means if you need to
miss a week it is easy to get reconnected! New participants
are welcome! If you are interested in the possibility of a
study on a different day or time, please connect with Pastor
Krommes.
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St. Peter’s Lunches
We are currently providing lunches at St. Peter's for the homeless and other people who are struggling in our community. We do this the third Friday
of every month and are in dire need of more volunteers to help prep and
serve lunch. Donated desserts would also be a big help. If you do a dessert, it would be very helpful if you sign up ahead of time. Please contact
Deb Welsh at djwelsh1453@yahoo.com if you can help out. Thank you!

Blessing of the Animals
There will be a special blessing of the animals on Sunday, October 7th at 12:30 p.m.
in the circle in honor of St. Francis of Assisi. Our seminarian, Debbie Gordon, will
officiate. Pets of all shapes and sizes (or pictures of pets) are invited to be blessed.
This has become a wonderful St. John’s tradition for humans and animals. Please
invite your friends and their pets to attend!

Meet Our New Sexton
Hi! My name is Mark Yanchek, Jr. I graduated
from Bloomsburg University in 2008 with a degree in business/technology education and was
hired by the Rose Tree Media School District to
teach technology at Springton Lake Middle
School. In late April 2010, I was diagnosed with
a medulloblastoma, a rare brain tumor. It was
removed the following day with emergency surgery at Thomas Jefferson Hospital in Philadelphia. Since then, I’m adjusting to my new normal
and staying positive!
My family and I are long-time members of
St. John’s. I serve as the 3rd and 4th grade Sunday school teacher and in Vacation Bible School. I’m excited to begin my new
position as sexton this month! If you have any maintenance requests, please
contact our Parish Administrator, Sonya Sowards, at (610) 933-3947 or email
office@stjohnphoenixville.org.

Who Am I?
I am many colors blue purple
red orange pink green gray
I am the grass beneath thy
feet blue sky oceans deep
the tree that shelter thee
I am golden sun sunrise
purple gold red yet gray
I am of sorrows I am white
of innocence very near
Silent comfort I Bring
at Birth Life Death
Beneath me come one come all
all receive assurance of
God’s everlasting Love
St. John’s Windows
by Margaret Walker

TIME IS RUNNING OUT to sign up for your fall
Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekend! Gardens and lawns need tending to grow healthy
and strong, and so does your marriage. Register TODAY to be sure to get the Weekend of your
choice. Opportunities this fall are:
* September 14-16, 2018 at Spruce Lake Retreat in Canadensis, PA. A lovely
hotel-style retreat center with many acres of woodlands in the heart of the Poconos, an hour north of Allentown, PA.
* October 19-21, 2018 at Olmsted Retreat Center. A stunning, hotel-style retreat center adjacent to the Olmsted Mansion in the Allegheny National Forest,
2 hours north of Pittsburgh, PA.
* November 9-11, 2018 at Hampton Inn Berkshires in Lenox, Massachusetts.
Situated on the edge of a nature preserve in the heart of the Berkshires, an
hour northwest of Springfield, MA.
Go to www.GodLovesMarriage.org for all the details about Weekends and to
register online. For questions, please contact Northeast US Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or fjschamber@comcast.net.
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Dear St. John’s:
Thank you for all your support of us in Kentucky at the
Appalachian Service Project. We built desks, finished
a room, laid flooring, hung siding, and worked with
plumbing. We appreciate your prayers and all of your
support.
Evan Aho, Morgan Beatty, Anna Gerner, Rosa
Gerner, Jack Kramer, Katie Kramer, Madison
Muller, Savanna Muller, Cole O’Neill, Mo O’Neill,
Dylan New, Karisa Saeger, Max Strunk, and Gabrielle Vanderveer Jodi O’Neill, Justin O’Neill,
Mark Gerner, Rick Kramer, Shelley Saeger, Claudia Borst, and Jeff Vanderveer
Dear Jodi and everyone at St. John’s:
Thank you for spending a week with us in Boyd County
this summer! You all were an awesome group and we
really enjoyed having you here. Thanks to you, along
with the over 400 volunteers we hosted this summer,
we were able to help 13 families make their homes
warmer, safer and drier. We are so proud of your
hand work and cannot thank you enough.
Grace, Amanda, Eric, Matt
Boyd County Staff 2018
Appalachian Service Project

Congratulations to Aimee Hillegas who recently
completed her PhD requirements at the University
of the Sciences. On July 17th, she defended her
dissertation entitled, "Identification and Characterization of the Cell Populations Involved in Inducing
Oral Tolerance to Ampicillin in Rats" and earned
her PhD in Immunology. Well done, Dr. Hillegas!

Dear Pastor Krommes:
I’d like to take this opportunity to say thank you for the
kindness extended to our grief support group, For Jonathan’s Sake. We are so grateful for the support and hospitality St. John’s has shown us. The serenity and beauty
of the Fireside Room has helped us create the perfect
place for our group to meet, grieve and find comfort.
Warmest regards,
Pam Moules
The Jonathan Moules Memorial
Steps4Hope Foundation
Dear St. John’s:
Thank you so much for the best summer of mine for
2018. I am totally going back next year to see the amazing staff and friends. Thank you—Bear Creek Camp
rocks!
Connor Hudak
Dear St. John’s:
Thank you so much for awarding me with the St. John’s
scholarship to help pay for my college funds. Everything
is much appreciated!
Maddie Gadzicki
Dear St. John’s:
Thank you so much for granting me the scholarship. This
fall I will be attending Lebanon Valley College in Annville,
Pennsylvania. There I plan to major in Early Childhood
Education and one day become a teacher. I am so excited to start this journey and the generosity of the scholarship truly goes a long way.
I love St. John’s and everything the church has helped
me accomplish through the years. This church has offered me amazing opportunities to go along on mission
trips, meet new people, as well as learn new lessons
along the way. Growing up and attending Sunday school
each week, as well as going through confirmation class,
has helped shape me into the person I am today. The
lessons I’ve gained and the strengthening of my faith are
valuable things I will take to school with me in the fall.
I just can’t wait to work with children in the future and
live out my dreams, and I thank you for helping make it
possible.
Sincerely,
Jessica Kramer
THANK YOU PAT FATALE!
Pat Fatale will retire on August 31st after 18 years of
faithful service as our sexton. We will bless Pat and
wish him well on his retirement at our 9:00 a.m. service
on September 2nd and enjoy treats in his honor at our
fellowship time after the service. Please plan to attend
to say “thank you!” to Pat. Cards and/or gifts for Pat
can be placed in his box in Kley Hall.
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People of God
Involved in God’s Work
September Schedule
Early (9a on 9/2 and 9/9)
Late
Altar Guild
2 Janet Ertell
9 Barbara Eng & Jean Herbranson
16 Sandra Zimmermann
23 Betty Hans & Elena Wallace
30 Donna Thompson
Assisting Ministers
2 Teresa Olsen
9 Debbie Gordon
16 Lynn Titus
Donna Thompson
23 Jay Stearly
Dale Herbranson
30 Ron Stevens
Debbie Gordon
Communion Assistants/Lectors
2 Teresa Olsen (L)
Will Blackledge
9 Jay Stearly (L)
Amber Khan
16 Chuck Liedike (L)
Bill Starling
Don Titus
Sue Starling
23 Aimee Hillegas (L)
Kim Fetters
Walt Deichmann
Larry Fetters
30 Erica Lucas (L)
Mitch Reading (L)
Pam Freehafer
Sandi Stotler
Counters
2 Jeanne & Jeff Schanzenback, Stephen Drewes
9 Heather Yonosh, Eileen Subacus, Peg Yanoviak, Donna
Searchfield
16 Mary Heiser, Ed Naylor, Mike & Cathy Kahl
23 Jack Ertell, Lilly & Elisa Khan, Donna Anderson
30 Kevin Gallagher, Mary Heiser, Mike & Cathy Kahl
Ushers
2 Greg Krueger
Luanne Bindschusz
Erica Lucas
Donna Anderson
9 Dick Kunsch
Bev Rote
Cathy Garrett
Tyler Pekofsky
16 Rich Skoniczin
Deb Ahola
Rich Latella
Glen Murphy
Debbe Welsh
Jim Niness
Carol Cully
Carter Niness
23 John Rawlins
Cathy Garrett
Barry Church
Brian Becker
Judy Wolstenholme
Nancy Cressman
Dick Wolstenholme
John Westerman
30 Don Titus
Barb Rambo
Bob Gorman
Paul Miller
Cindy Gadzicki
Beth Williams
TBD
Gabrielle VanDerveer

Donating Stock to St. John’s
One of the many ways to financially support
St. Johns is through the donation of stock. Donating appreciated stock will benefit the church and
provide a potential tax benefit to the donor. For
stock that has been held for more than a year and
has appreciated in value, one can take a charitable
deduction based on the stock's fair market value
on the day of donation. Additionally, making such a
donation will avoid capital gains taxes on the increased value of the stock.

Envelope Options
If you give monthly and you haven’t already let
Sonya Sowards know, please call (610) 9333947 or email office@stjohnphoenixville.org. If
you are an electronic giver and would rather not
receive envelopes at all, please let Sonya know.
Thank you!
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Birthdays and Anniversaries
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St. John’s Lutheran Church
355 St. John’s Circle
Phoenixville, PA 19460
(610) 933-3947

Stephen Ministry Leaders:
Linda Landis — (610) 933-9544
Lee Dalasio — (610) 454-9884

Pastoral Acts
Baptism
Hayden Marie Obert-Thorn
July 28, 2018
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www.stjohnphoenixville.org
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Custodian:
Pat Fatale
Nursery Coordinator:
Arlene Hudak
CHURCH COUNCIL
President:
Brian Becker
Vice President:
Dale Herbranson
Secretary:
Pam Naylor
Treasurer:
Shirley Platzer
Assistant Treasurer:
Rose Gatlos
Financial Recording Secretary:
Mary Heiser
Fund 3 Secretary:
Kevin Gallagher
Executive Committee.:
Rick Kramer
Sandra Zimmermann
Other Members of Church Council:
Bill Starling
Don Titus
Dick Wolstenholme
Bobbi Riley
Laura Caughlan
Dick Kunsch
Brian Greenwald

Christian Education:
Mark Gerner, Chair
Bill Starling, Council Rep.
Youth & Family
Teresa Olsen, Chair
Rick Kramer, Council Rep.
Columbarium:
Bill Starling, Council Rep.
Electronics:
William Schoellkopf, Chair
Dale Herbranson, Council Rep.
Executive:
Dale Herbranson, Chair
Fellowship:
Sandra Zimmermann, Chair
Bobbi Riley, Council Rep.
Finance:
Jack Ertell, Chair
Don Titus, Council Rep.
Property:
Rick Kramer, Chair
Dick Wolstenholme, Council Rep.
Social Ministry:
Debbe Welsh, Chair
Laura Caughlan, Council Rep.
Stewardship:
Stephen Drewes, Chair
Dick Kunsch, Council Rep.
Welcoming Team:
Donna Searchfield, Chair
Pam Naylor, Council Rep.
Worship and Music:
Jean Herbranson, Chair
Sandra Zimmermann, Council Rep.
Office Assistants:
June Henzie
Beverly Ott Kay Mann
Joan Carl Pat Renninger
Dottie Doepping
The Circle Editor:
Sonya K. Sowards

Change of Contact Info
Joe, Savanna & Madison Muller
15 Galicia Drive
Phoenixville, PA 19460
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355 St. John’s Circle
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ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
355 St. John’s Circle
Phoenixville, PA 19460-2582
(610) 933-3947
www.stjohnluthphoenixville.org
E-mail: office@stjohnphoenixville.org
office hours 9-3 M,T,Th & 9-12 W,F (barring exceptions)
please call for appointments with staff members

A Caring, Sharing, Growing Congregation
Participating in Stephen Ministry

Worship Schedule
Saturdays 5 p.m.
Evening Light with Holy Communion
September 2nd and 9th:
Holy Communion at 9:00 a.m.
September 16th, 23rd and 30th:
Holy Communion at 8:00 and 10:45 a.m.
Handicapped Accessible
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