
  

 

January Worship at St. John's 

Weekend of the Feast of the Epiphany 

Saturday, January 5th–Evening Light, 5 p.m. 

Sunday, January 6th 

Holy Communion, 8 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School, 9:25 a.m. 
The word “epiphany” means “showing forth,” and it names 

the day that the Church tells Matthew’s story of the magi 

from foreign lands who follow the light of the star and thus 

“see” Jesus as Christ.  Their gifts are symbols:  gold, be-

cause they honor Jesus as the king; frankincense, because 

they worship Jesus as divine; and myrrh, because they are 

readying for his death.  All children will be invited to be part 

of a three-king procession during both Sunday services.  

Crowns will be provided! 

Baptism of our Lord 

Saturday, January 12th–Evening Light, 5 p.m. 

Sunday, January 13th 

Holy Communion, 8 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School, 9:25 a.m. 
The gospel this weekend is about Jesus being baptized by 

John the Baptist.  A voice speaks from heaven, and the 

Spirit descends like a dove.  This story is also about us:  we 

too have been baptized, we have heard God’s loving call, 

and we have received the Holy Spirit.  Our Confirmation 

students will be on retreat Friday and Saturday learning 

about the Passion of Christ. 

Second Weekend after Epiphany 
Saturday, January 19th–Evening Light, 5 p.m. 

Sunday, January 20th 

Holy Communion, 8 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School, 9:25 a.m. 
This weekend we celebrate the revelation of the glory of 

God at a wedding!  Our God rejoices over God’s people “as 

the bridegroom rejoices over the bride.”  By the power of 

the Spirit there are gifts galore for everyone.  In Christ Je-

sus the best wine is saved for last and is abundant! 

Third Weekend after Epiphany 
Saturday, January 26th–Evening Light, 5 p.m. 

Sunday, January 27th 

Holy Communion, 8 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

Sunday School, 9:25 a.m. 
More glory this weekend as we witness Jesus proclaiming 

his identity, purpose and mission at his hometown syna-

gogue in Nazareth! 

The Circle 

Confirmation Retreat 

sign-up deadline is January 3, 2019 
Please pray for our Confirmation students as they 

attend their winter Confirmation retreat to learn 

about the passion of Christ.  As Christians this is 

the heart of our faith—we will walk with Jesus from 

Palm Sunday through Maundy Thursday, Good Fri-

day and Easter Sunday—remembering and experi-

encing the most holy of weeks.  There will also be 

time for having fun, playing games and eating good 

food. 

Where:  Tel Hai in Honeybrook 

When:  January 11 & 12, 2019 

Leave from church at:  6 p.m. Friday 

night (retreat begins at Tel Hai at 

7:00) 

Retreat ends:  7 p.m. Saturday night (after worship 

at Tel Hai.)  We will leave Tel Hai at 7 p.m.  You are 

invited to attend worship which will begin at 6 p.m. 

and transport your child home. 

Cost:  $95.00 per student (scholarships available—

see Pastor Krommes) 
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The Pastor’s message: 

Resolutions for Life, Faith in the New Year 

More than any other of the brilliant and deeply faithful professors I 

studied under in seminary, Joseph Sittler had the most profound effect 

on me.  By the time I got to know “Joe,” as he expected his students to 

call him, he was seventy-two years old, had retired from teaching at the 

Divinity School of the University at Chicago and was serving as Profes-

sor Emeritus across the street from the “Div” school at the Lutheran 

School of Chicago on the south side of Chicago.  He was also going 

blind, a disability he compensated for with an open heart that heard 

more than you ever imagined you were sharing.  From my first class 

with him on my very first day of seminary – Introduction to Theology –to 

my graduation four years later, he shaped me in ways I am still discov-

ering.  He was a professor, a teacher, an environmentalist, and a believ-

er who fed my soul.  From memory he quoted stunning poems by Ger-

ald Manley Hopkins, deep theological insights by St. Augustine, whole 

passages of scripture, especially the Psalms and the writings of G. K. 

Chesterton connecting them to the “holy” all around us.  These are the 

works and thinkers that I have come back to over and over again and 

when I discover a new poet, writer, artist or theologian, I often wonder 

what Joe would think of them. 

During the final weeks of the LSTC Class of 1980, he was most concerned about the long-term ministry of the soon

-to-be graduates and was free with his advice.  I remember two specific things.  First, he recommended keeping up 

with the changes in biblical scholarship so that we would be challenged and given new insights over again.  Sec-

ond, he quoted the 18th century German writer and statesman, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe:  “A person should 

hear a little music, read a little poetry and see a fine picture every day in order that worldly cares may not oblite-

rate the sense of the beautiful which God has implanted in the human soul.”  And then he commented, “Let mu-

sic, poetry, art feed your souls so you will not run out and run dry.” 

As we make resolutions at the start of a new year, some concerning our bodies—what we eat, how we exercise, 

others concerning our faith—worshiping each week, praying every day, studying God’s word, serving others as 

Christ as would have us serve, let us add hearing a little music, reading a little poetry or prose and seeing art every 

day, for through them God feeds our souls.  Also, getting outside and enjoying a walk . . . .  What feeds your soul?  

What gifts await you?  What’s your resolution? 

“Interior Lens” by Todd Stong, www.toddstong.com 

Pastor Cynthia Krommes 

Our Stewardship Committee 

thanks all those who have 

returned their 2019 Com-

mitment Cards.  If you have 

yet to do so, please return it 

as soon as possible.  Our 

Council will be making the 

final revision of the 2019 

spending plan at their Janu-

ary 14th meeting.  Pledge 

cards can be found in the 

narthex or on our website, 

stjohnluthphoenixville.org.  

You are also invited to make 

your commitment via email 

to office@stjohnphoenixville.org.  

Thank you for your ongoing 

support of the ministry of 

St. John’s! 

Altar Guild needs YOU! 
St. John's Altar Guild needs more 

helpers!  Friends, spouses, parent/

teen teams---all are invited to help 

with communion preparations.  Vol-

unteers usually work in teams--

following simple guidelines to pre-

pare the sanctuary, set up for com-

munion, and put things away after 

the service. Set-up on Saturdays 

usually takes 30-45 minutes and 

clean-up on Sundays usually takes 

about 20-30 minutes.  Teams can 

work once a month, bi-monthly, or on an occasional basis.  Men, women, and 

teens are invited to find out more details by contacting Jean Herbranson at  

deherb@juno.com. 

Try something new in 2019 and help "set the table for Jesus"! 

mailto:deherb@juno.com
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Cake Wars 
Everyone is welcome to join us for 

St. John's CAKE WARS.  Teams will be given pre

-selected supplies and a sheet cake to deco-

rate in 30 minutes or less.  The theme will be a 

surprise.  ALL AGES WELCOME!  Join us on Sun-

day, February 10th from 2:00-3:30 p.m.  Please 

sign up by February 3rd so we know how many 

cakes to bake.  Sign up with Britta Pekofsky by 

texting (610) 721-8328 or emailing  

BPekofsky@gmail.com. 

Concordia Voices in Concert at St. John’s 
On Sunday, January 27th at 3 p.m., St. John’s presents Concordia 

Voices’ winter concert entitled “Crystalline Dreams.”  The program 

offers a wintry mix of choral music featuring Eric Whitacre’s Five He-

brew Love Songs performed with the Appassionata String Quartet,  

other works by Weelkes, Monteverdi, Thompson, and more.  

Concordia Voices, under the direction of S. Katherine Shealy, is a 50-

voice mixed choir ranging from advanced high-school singers to 

adults.  This ensemble presents two concert series’ per performance 

year, which include a wide variety of compositions from myriad time 

periods, cultures, and genres.  Past repertoire includes Frostiana 

(Randall Thompson), Five Hebrew Love Songs and Leonardo Dreams 

of His Flying Machine (Eric Whitacre), A Ceremony of Carols 

(Benjamin Britten), the Fauré Requiem, as well as selections by com-

posers such as Victoria, Brahms, Orff, Copland, Barber, Ola Gjeilo, 

Dan Forrest and local composer David Bennett Thomas.  In addition to standard choral repertoire and major works, 

the choir also performs traditional spirituals, folk songs, and contemporary a cappella pieces. Concordia Voices re-

ceived the honor of being selected to perform at the American Choral Directors Association-PA Chapter’s Fall Confer-

ence at Susquehanna University on October 31, 2015. 

This is a ticketed performance.  Tickets are available by visiting ConcordiaChoralArts.org or at the door. 

This fall, St. John’s welcomed new members: 

 Claudia and Richard Borst 

 Matthew and Erin DeWolf and their children, Peyton and Nicholas 

 Erin Fazzari, and her sons, Evan and Jacob 

 Tom Johnson 

 Tim Lockett 

 Thomas and Cassandra Obert-Thorn, Jr. and their daughter, Hayden Marie 

A wonderful Welcome Brunch was held on November 18th so we could all get to know each other 

better.  Thank you to everyone who participated in the brunch and brought a dish to share. 

Spring’s THE WAY class will begin on March 10th with a dinner at Pastor Krommes’ home.  We will be following the 

same format, inviting various members of the congregation to speak to the class to learn more about St. John’s and 

the Lutheran faith. 

Also, thank you to the Happy Hour class for addressing the Christmas mailers that St. John’s sends to new members 

in the community with information about our Christmas Eve services. 

mailto:BPekofsky@gmail.com
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November 2018 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

“There is a time for every season under heaven.” 

These are the Biblical words that I shared with my staff this 

past week as I announced that I am intending to step down 

as the director of Arusha Lutheran Medical Centre at the end 

of the year.  And they are the words that I share with you as 

we explore this life change together. 

You are faithful co-workers in Christ in Tanzania and in our 

health ministries.  You are our partners and supporters, 

prayer partners and friends. 

For Linda and for me, it is very clear that this is the time to transition, to turn the hospital over to the Tanzanian 

team we have developed, come to believe in, and for us to step into the background. 

As I shared with my staff, the call I had 43 years ago when I first arrived in Arusha, still claims my life today.  My 

call, our call, is still to Tanzania and to the health needs of this incredible part of God’s creation.  The time is 

now right for this to be put into the hands of the next generation which we have mentored for the past two dec-

ades. 

The reasons and the rightness of this are multiple.  From our beginnings in Tanzania, our church’s and our per-

sonal goal was to develop institutions and services that were Tanzanian and institutions whose reputations 

rested on Tanzanians and not on foreigners.  That time has arrived!  ALMC and Selian now have over 600 em-

ployees with only a handful of expatriates. 

For Linda and me, it is also a season of change.  I stressed with my staff and I stress with you that we are not 

retiring into the sunset.  Rather, we are stepping back, giving leadership to our Tanzanian colleagues, and re-

maining in a supportive role as elders and repositories of our institutional history. 

God’s timing is amazing.  December 16th we will celebrate 10 years of service at ALMC.  I will then turn over the 

directorship to my Tanzanian colleague and mentee to go forward.  As I shared with my staff, my protegees now 

far surpass me.  I look forward to seeing the hospital move forward in their hands and I am confident of their 

abilities to take us much farther forward. 

For Linda and me, we anticipate an ongoing call to serve.  We hope to reduce the time commitments and to 

have more time in the U.S. with the family we have left behind for 30 some years.  But still, we anticipate being 

here and serving, advising, encouraging, and maintaining relationships with dear brothers and sisters in Christ 

like you. 

Both the ELCA and our Tanzanian Diocese have asked that we remain in part time service.  The ELCA desires 

that we maintain our relationships with you as supporting congregations.  The opportunities to do new and ex-

citing ministries are immense.  The ELCA is requesting that we remain in partnership with you as supporters 

and supporting congregations. 

So, while we are stepping back and reducing our role, we intend to remain engaged and hope to continue to 

link you to the exciting ministries going on here today. 

God is good.  Just this week, a young woman surgeon of ours has completed her neurosurgery training and will 

become the only Neurosurgeon for northern Tanzania with a population of 20 million!  Such developments are 

such a blessing.  We have also received word that we are the second hospital in Tanzania to receive the highest 

five-star rating for quality care from an international consortium working directly with the Ministry of Health.  

And now we hear, that we have been awarded the “Cleanest Hospital” award for the second year running.   

God is good.  We step back with hopes for the hospital to minister in amazing new ways.  And we step back to 

provide other support and ministry without the day-to-day grind of meeting payroll and struggling with the tax 

collectors.  The time feels right for us.  We will still be in contact with you and hope to visit you for years to 

come.   

We are grateful and humbled by your continued sharing in our ministries together in Tanzania. 

Blessings, 

Mark and Linda Jacobson 
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Is God Calling You? 
It is time to think about and pray for nominations to our Church 

Council. 

Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, February 24th. Part 

of the meeting includes approval of a spending plan (budget) for 

2019 and election of four new Council members and two dele-

gates to the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod Assembly.  Per-

haps God is calling you to serve on Council or to attend Synod 

Assembly on behalf of St. John’s. 

The responsibilities of a member of Council include attendance 

at one Council meeting each month, serving as a liaison to a 

committee and once-a-month lock-up of the offering.  Beyond 

that Council members are asked to pray for St. John’s each day, continue to grow in their knowledge of God’s 

Word, attend worship regularly, be faithful stewards of time, talent and treasure and to build up our community of 

faith.  Council is the ongoing decision making body of St. John’s that gives leadership for us to fulfill our mission of 

living, sharing and growing in God’s love through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod Assembly is the annual meeting of the synodical expression of the Church, 

a gathering of lay and rostered (pastors and professional church workers) leaders to celebrate, encourage and di-

rect the ministries of the Church.  This year the Assembly meets on May 3rd and 4th at the Mennonite Meeting-

house in Franconia.  Beyond the pastor, St. John’s sends two delegates to the yearly assembly.  

For more information about the assembly and the synod, please check out www.ministrylink.org.  To make a nomi-

nation for Council and for the Synod Assembly, just use our Yellow Communication Card in the Sunday bulletin or 

email Sonya Sowards at office@stjohnphoenixville.org. 

On Friday, November 30th WELCA members drove our holiday stocking stuffer collection to Silver Springs Martin 

Luther School in Plymouth Meeting.  Thanks to the outstanding contributions of St. John’s members we were able 

to provide the following: 

Thank you St John’s for helping make Christmas brighter for the Martin Luther School children and their families. 

During our November meeting we met to assemble cookies and goodie bags for St. John’s homebound members 

and staff.  Thank you to all who donated cookies for this annual project!  Once all cookie tins and goodie bags 

were filled we enjoyed a Christmas carol sing-along.  

Several of our members met on December 10th to assemble our new product offering, Brownie Mix in a Jar.  This 

new product is selling for $8 for one quart or $15 for two quarts and is available along with our standard dried 

soup mixes.  Note:  we no longer have beef barley soup but chicken spiral and potato soup mix is still available 

along with the new Brownie Mix in a Jar.  You can place orders using the Yellow Communication Card (YCC) and 

directly from the cart whenever the cart is available after services. 

We look forward to beginning the new program year on Tuesday, January 22nd at 10:30 a.m.  Mike Kahl will be 

our guest speaker presenting a program on glass blowing.  Please join us for what promises to be a fun, interest-

ing program.  Lunch will follow! 

110 markers 

88 gel pens 

54 pairs of socks 

49 activity / coloring books 

30 pens 

27 boxes of crayons (totaling 970) 

25 erasers 

17 lip gloss 

15 boxes of colored pencils (totaling 232) 

15 hair elastics 

12 pencils 

13 journals 

12 packs of batteries 

9 chap sticks 

7 water bottles 

6 miscellaneous toys 

5 card games 

4 hand lotions 

4 mechanical pencils 

2 books 

2 DVDs 

2 decks of playing cards 

1 necklace 

1 puzzle 
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2019 

Summer Mis-

sion Trips—

Sign up and 

Support! 
T h i s  y e a r , 

St. John’s is 

sponsoring two 

mission oppor-

tunities in July.  

Th ree  h igh 

school students 

and one chaperone will participate in the Synod trip to South 

Dakota from July 12th-21st.  We are also planning to partici-

pate in the Appalachia Service Project (ASP) next summer. 

Interested in Joining Us for ASP? 
ASP provides one of the most rewarding structured service 

opportunities in the nation—bringing thousands of volunteers 

from around the country to rural Central Appalachia to repair 

homes for low-income families.  No construction experience 

is necessary—just a willing heart to serve. 

When:  Tentatively July 21st-27th  

Who:  Youth ages 14+ (completed 8th grade) and  

  adult helpers 

Support for Mission Trips 
Wawa hoagie certificates are now available for $5.  Youth 

who are participating on mission trips will be selling hoagie 

certificates most Sundays.  Contact Mark or Janet Gerner for 

questions or to pick up certificates.  Information about addi-

tional opportunities to support our youth coming in January.  

For questions about the South Dakota trip, please contact 

Shelley Saeger at shellsaeger@hotmail.com. 

For questions about the ASP trip, please contact Jodi O’Neill 

at oneillsinvf@comcast.net. 

St. Peter’s 

Lunches 
We are currently 

providing lunches 

at St. Peter's for 

the homeless and 

other people who 

are struggling in 

our community.  

We do this the 

third Friday of eve-

ry month and are in dire need of more volunteers to help prep 

and serve lunch.  Donated desserts would also be a big help.  

Please contact Deb Welsh at djwelsh1453@yahoo.com if you 

can help out. 

Dear Pastor Krommes 

and Friends of 

St. John’s: 

Thank you so much for 

supporting me for my 

face painting at Trunk 

or Treat.  I appreciate 

all your donations for hurricane relief.  Thanks to 

you guys we were able to donate $15.00!  Thanks 

so much for the support.  I appreciate it. 

Your friend, 

Katelyn E. Blattner 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Thank you for your faithful support of ELCA global 

missionaries and ministries.  It’s because of your 

generosity that we have been able to support 

more than 200 missionaries in over 40 countries 

who are serving alongside our companions in 

Christ in 2018.  Thank you for your support, and 

may we continue to walk faithfully together in this 

mission. 

In gratitude, 

Andrew G. Steele, Director 

ELCA Global Church Sponsorship 

Dear Friends at St. John’s: 

Thank you for your generous donation of $50.  

Your contribution makes it possible for us to pro-

vide free childcare and support so that our young 

mothers can achieve their educational goals and 

make a better life for their family.  Best wishes 

for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to 

you and yours! 

Sincerely, 

Wendy J. McKeon, Executive Director 

Mom’s House 

Dear Friends at St. John’s Lutheran Church: 

Thank you for your generous gift of quilts and kits 

for Lutheran World Relief’s distribution overseas.  

These gifts of your hearts and hands are beauti-

ful expressions of God’s grace and love to people 

all over the world.  Shipments were delivered to 

families in Guatemala, Honduras and Zimbabwe.  

On behalf of our neighbors in villages, schools, 

hospitals and refugee camps around the world, I 

extend deepest thanks for your contribution, and 

pray God’s richest blessing on your life and work! 

In Christ, 

Melanie W. Gibbons 

Quilt & Kit Ministry Manager 

mailto:shellsaeger@hotmail.com
mailto:oneillsinvf@comcast.net
mailto:djwelsh1453@yahoo.com
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On Sunday mornings there are many learning opportunities for adults at St. John’s.  Class locations are listed out-

side of Kley Hall near the church office.  All the classes begin at 9:25 a.m.  New folks are always welcomed. 

Happy Hour  
This class is called Happy Hour because they are happy their children are in Sunday school so that they can enjoy 

the gift of Christian community.  On the first Sunday of each month, the group also enjoys planning activities and 

events for our Youth and Family ministry.  They meet in the church library (Meeting Room #2). 

Sunday Morning Book Club 
Our Sunday Morning Book Club is currently reading "A Column of Fire" by Ken Follett.  Discussion is always lively 

with much laughter.  Beyond Sunday morning the Club gathers for evenings at the movies, particularly enjoying 

films on books they have read together.  Coordinator Jean Herbranson lets everyone know what’s happening 

through Life Together and our weekly email update.  They meet in Pastor Krommes’ office. 

Faith Life 
Faith Life is for those who want to think deeply about what’s happening in the world in relationship to their faith. 

This weekly discussion is coordinated by our Dean of Education, Jack Ertell, and is led by people from a variety of 

specialties including science, politics, education, and health care. 

A Study of Paul’s Letters to Timothy 
Led by Linda Landis in the Fireside Room, new members are always welcome to join in the learning and laughing. 

After finishing I and II Timothy, the group will begin a study of a remarkable woman of the Reformation—Katie Lu-

ther—early in 2019.  The class meets in the Fireside Room.  

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDIES 
Every Wednesday there are two Bible studies.  The first meets at 10 a.m. in the Episcopal House Community 

Room located at 601 Center Street in Phoenixville.  The second meets at 7 p.m. in the Fireside Room at St. John’s.  

Each group delights in welcoming new people to the study.  No previous knowledge of the Bible is necessary. 

New to St. John’s? 
Are you looking for new meaning in your life?  Is St. John’s a community of faith that is 

a place of growth for you?  If so, consider being part of THE WAY on Sunday mornings 

at 9:30 a.m.  Called THE WAY after the first followers of Jesus, who were known as 

“People of the Way” before being called Christians, this is an opportunity for faith to be 

explored, nurtured and renewed.  It is “the way” to prepare for baptism and the bap-

tism of children, “the way” to affirm your baptism and “the way” to grow in the Chris-

tian life.  A new session of THE WAY begin on March 10th with dinner and discussion at 

the Collegeville home of Pastor Cynthia Krommes and John Stong.  Subsequent Sunday morning gatherings will be 

May 17th, 24th, and 31st, April 7th and 14th. For more information or to sign up, please connect with Pastor Cindy 

Krommes at (610) 933-3947 or ckrommes@verizon.net. 

Wherever  are on 

your journey of faith, 

you are welcome at 

St. John’s! 

The Phoenixville backpack program is looking for transport volunteers.  Help nourish our community’s young 

minds!   The volunteers would need to be able to lift large boxes and have a van, truck or SUV to transport the 

boxes from church to the local schools. The whole process takes about twenty minutes (on Thursday evenings 

one-two times a month) and it’s a great volunteer opportunity with kids!  For more information, contact Laura 

Geiger at (267) 312-6337.  



8 

 

People of God 

Involved in God’s Work 
January Schedule 

  Early      Late 

Acolytes 

  6 Luke Olsen    Kevin Yonosh 

 Elsa Lucas 

13 Lizzie Strunk   Nathaniel Becker 

  Amanda Westerman 

20 Jason O’Neill   Wyatt Barker 

  Giovana Brown 

27 Evan DesMarais   Lucas Becker 

Altar Guild 

  6 Janet Ertell 

13 Barbara Eng & Jean Herbranson 

20 Jean Herbranson 

27 Betty Hans & Elena Wallace 

Assisting Ministers 

  6 Ron Stevens   Debbie Gordon 

13 Jay Stearly    Dale Herbranson 

20 Brittney Walters   Nancy Cressman 

27 Cole O’Neill   Donna Thompson 

Bread Baking 

  6 TBD 

13  Rich Latella & Rich Skoniczin 

20 TBD 

27 Lynn Titus 

Coffee Hour 

  6 Social Ministry 

13 Finance 

20 Bell Choir 

27 7th and 8th grade confirmation 

Communion Assistants/Lectors 

  6 Chuck Liedike (L)  Dale Herbranson (L) 

 Pat Lucas    Nancy Cressman 

13 Greg Krueger (L)   Mitch Reading (L) 

 Aimee Hillegas   Deb Ahola 

20 Teresa Olsen (L)   Shelley Saeger (L) 

 Erica Lucas   TBD 

27 Jay Stearly (L)   Bill Starling 

 Walt Deichmann   Sue Starling 

Counters 

  6 Stephen & Jennifer Drewes, Donna Anderson, Peg Yanoviak 

13 Heather Yonosh, Donna Searchfield, Eileen Subacus 

20 Mary Heiser, Mike Kahl, Cathy Kahl 

27 Jack Ertell, Lilly Khan, Imtiaz Khan Lawrence 

Lock-Up 

  6 Bobbi Riley    Rick Kramer 

13 Dick Kunsch   Laura Caughlan 

20 Don Titus    Bill Starling 

27 Brian Becker   Brian Greenwald 

Ushers 

  6 Don Titus    Deb Ahola 

 Judy Wolstenholme  Margaret Walker 

 Dick Wolstenholme  Glen Murphy 

 Barry Church   Beth Williams 

13 Rich Latella   Barb Rambo 

 Rich Skoniczin   Travis Brown 

 Bev Rote    Brian Becker 

 Debbe Welsh   Cathy Garrett 

20 Chuck Liedike   Donna Anderson 

 Cindy Gadzicki   John Westerman 

 John Rawlins   James Niness 

 Bob Gorman   Gabriella VanDerveer 

 

Ushers (continued) 

  Early      Late 

27   Erica Lucas   Dale Herbranson 

 Greg Krueger   Paul Miller 

 Carol Cully    Donna Anderson 

 Luanne Bindschusz  Sandi Stotler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young at Heart (St. John’s social group for senior 

adults) is on hiatus until April.  Be sure to look for our 

upcoming events this spring! 

Donating Stock to St. John’s 
One of the many ways to financially support St. John’s is 

through the donation of stock.  Donating appreciated stock 

will benefit the church and provide a potential tax benefit to 

the donor.  For stock that has been held for more than a year 

and has appreciated in value, one can take a charitable de-

duction based on the stock's fair market value on the day of 

donation.  Additionally, making such a donation will avoid 

capital gains taxes on the increased value of the stock. 

If interested in donating stock to St. John’s, contact our 

Church Treasurer, Shirley Platzer, at (484) 938-7763.  The 

donated stock would be sold and the funds placed in 

St. John’s investment accounts.  Shirley can arrange the 

stock transaction through our church's brokerage account 

with Vanguard. 

Lord God, in our tumultuous days grant that 

we may hear your voice in the song of a 

bird, your gentle hand where warm breezes 

blow, in a child’s laughter your all-

embracing love, in joy you created the riv-

ers, seas, meadows—all that you created 

that we might celebrate in joy a child who 

walked this earth with gentle foot. 

Margaret Walker 

Budget Actual Budget Actual

Income:

Envelope Giving 35,347$     29,143$     388,812$    329,164$   

Other Income 1,658         1,184         18,242        20,473       

Total Income 37,005$     30,327$     407,054$    349,637$   

Expenses 38,785$     28,328$     426,641$    374,188$   

Income (Deficit) (1,780)$      1,999$       (19,587)$     (24,551)$    

Monthly Year-to-Date

Summary Report as of November 30, 2018



9 



10 



 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

355 St. John’s Circle 

Phoenixville, PA 19460 

(610) 933-3947 

 
www.stjohnphoenixville.org 

E-mail: stjohnsphoenixville@verizon.net 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Lead Pastor: 

The Rev. Dr. Cynthia L. Krommes 

Pastoral Associate: 

The Rev. Thomas Kochenderfer, Jr. 

Director of Music: 

F. Thomas Snyder III 

Organist: 

John A. Quinn III 

Evening Light Pianist: 
Sondra L. Andrews 

Parish Administrator: 

Sonya K. Sowards 

Sexton: 

Mark Yanchek, Jr. 

Nursery Coordinator: 

Arlene Hudak 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

President: 

Brian Becker 

Vice President: 

Dale Herbranson 

Secretary: 

Pam Naylor 

Treasurer: 

Shirley Platzer 

Assistant Treasurer: 

Rose Gatlos 

Financial Recording Secretary: 

Mary Heiser 

Fund 3 Secretary: 

Kevin Gallagher 

Executive Committee.: 

Rick Kramer 

Sandra Zimmermann 

 

Other Members of Church Council: 

Bill Starling 

Don Titus 

Dick Wolstenholme 

Bobbi Riley 

Laura Caughlan 

Dick Kunsch 

Brian Greenwald 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Ministry Leaders: 

Linda Landis — (610) 933-9544  

Lee Dalasio — (610) 454-9884 

 

 

COMMITTEES 

 

Christian Education: 

Mark Gerner, Chair 

Bill Starling, Council Rep. 

 

Youth & Family 

Teresa Olsen, Chair 

Rick Kramer, Council Rep. 

 

Columbarium: 

Bill Starling, Council Rep. 

 

Electronics: 

William Schoellkopf, Chair 
Dale Herbranson, Council Rep. 

 

Executive: 

Dale Herbranson, Chair 

 

Fellowship: 

Sandra Zimmermann, Chair 

Bobbi Riley, Council Rep. 

 

Finance: 

Jack Ertell, Chair 

Don Titus, Council Rep. 

 

Property: 

Rick Kramer, Chair 

Dick Wolstenholme, Council Rep. 

 

Social Ministry: 

Debbe Welsh, Chair 

Laura Caughlan, Council Rep. 

 

Stewardship: 

Stephen Drewes, Chair 

Dick Kunsch, Council Rep. 

 

Welcoming Team: 

Donna Searchfield, Chair 

Pam Naylor, Council Rep. 

 

Worship and Music: 

Jean Herbranson, Chair 

Sandra Zimmermann, Council Rep. 

 

Office Assistants: 

June Henzie 

Beverly Ott  Kay Mann 

Joan Carl   Pat Renninger 

Dottie Doepping 

 

The Circle Editor: 
Sonya K. Sowards 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Acts 

 

Baptism 

Daniel Robert Free, Jr. 

December 1, 2018 

 

Funeral 

Douglas J. Carl 

November 19, 2018 

 

First Bible 
First Bible Classes for 3rd grade 

students and parents will be 

held Sundays, February 3rd, 10th 

and March 3rd during the Sunday 

school hour from 9:30 to 10:30 

a.m.  Children and parents will 

meet Kate Demutis in the Red 

Room in the downstairs Sunday 

school wing.  The Bibles will be 

presented to children on Sun-

day, March 10th.  Please contact 

Sonya Sowards if you and your 

child plan to participate. 



 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

355 St. John’s Circle 

Phoenixville, PA  19460-2582 

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

355 St. John’s Circle 

Phoenixville, PA  19460-2582 

(610) 933-3947 

www.stjohnluthphoenixville.org 

E-mail: office@stjohnphoenixville.org 

office hours 9-3 M,T,Th & 9-12 W,F (barring exceptions) 

please call for appointments with staff members 

A Caring, Sharing, Growing Congregation 

Participating in Stephen Ministry 

THE CIRCLE 

Worship Schedule 
 

Saturdays 5 p.m. 

Evening Light with Holy Communion 
 

Sunday mornings 

Holy Communion at 8:00 and 10:45 a.m. 

 
Handicapped Accessible 

2019 


