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From the Pastor: 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus the Christ. I 

am Pastor Wayne Shelor (with a long “e”). I respond to just 

about anything, but Pastor Wayne is preferred.  I am excited 

that I have the opportunity to walk with you in this time of tran-

sition.  

Transitions always come with a bit of discomfort, like when you 

are crossing the street in Manhattan trying to avoid the on-

coming wall of humanity, the pot holes filled with water and 

trash, and the blaring impatient taxies.  Yet we find a way to 

get everyone across.  Transitions are also a time ripe with pos-

sibilities.  They provide us with an opportunity to hear addition-

al voices, reflect on who we are, clarify what is most important 

to us, evaluate how we are functioning, and choose how we 

wish to proceed from here into whatever God has in store for 

us. 

I like to garden, so I often liken my work as an Interim Pastor to 

gardening.  I understand my basic responsibility is to help 

St. John’s have the best garden soil possible.  This process will 

involve assessment of the nutrients already present, some 

weeding of things which are not where we believe they should 

be, some pruning to make existing plants even stronger, maybe some fertilizer, and a regular watering schedule.  

All to make sure this garden is as well prepared as it can be when your next “Settled Pastor” (this is the term we 

use for one who serves without an end date in mind) arrives to begin her/his journey with you. 

I am often asked how long this will take.  Please understand this is not a mechanical process in which we flip the 

right switches, or check all the boxes and everything proceeds in a straight line.  This is an “organic process,” one 

of starts and stops, development and growth which has factors which are beyond our influence or control, just 

like waiting for a plant to bloom, or for a twenty-something child to “get it.”  I really do not mean to be trite, but it 

will take as long as it takes. It is much more important for St. John’s to do this well than to do it quickly. 

In this process we will encounter many twists, turns, and wonder-filled moments before I depart to begin this pro-

cess with another community of faith, and your new Settled Pastor arrives.  In the meantime, please keep me, the 

Transition Team, the Congregational Council, and this ministry in your regular prayers.  And let’s see if we can see 

and understand what God has in mind for this amazing place called St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Pastor Wayne 

To the humble sparrow that 

Soars above a mighty eagle 

A sparrow soars where the eagle dares not 

Love is a sparrow 

Listen for the song  

Of the sparrow 

Margaret Walker 

Save the Date! 
October 25th from 4-6 p.m. 

Plans are in the works to adapt Trunk or Treat 

to the world of COVID-19.  Stay tuned for fur-

ther details about being a decorated car or 

bringing trick or treaters.   
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From the Director of Music: 

Music at St. John’s 
“Music is a vital expression of Lutheran worship.  The church’s song takes many forms and is expressed in many 

ways.”  Boy, if that isn’t the truth right now.  Music in many forms and different ways.  Who would have thought we 

would be relegated to silencing our voices and reading poetry to ourselves in worship?  In doing so maybe we are 

gaining a new appreciation for and understanding of the words.  Singing right now, as we gather to hear the Word 

and eat at the Table, is not possible if we are to remain safe. 

There is however exciting news on the music scene at St. John’s.  With social distancing, gloves, and masks Adult 

Handbells will begin rehearsals at 7:15 p.m., Thursday, September 10th in either the Eisenhower Room or Kley 

Hall. 

This fall we are starting “Children’s Bells” for kids third grade and above.  

Here is a link the kids can watch and see if this is something they would 

like to participate in: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5YOW8fUyAPQ 

Children do not need to be able to read music to participate, just be able to count and follow some simple direc-

tions.  We’ll have social distancing, each person with his own music, wearing gloves and masks.  Rehearsal day 

and time will be determined by the responses received.  

Please email me your child’s age and available days and times.  I’m looking forward to hearing from you soon to 

join in the fun making music together! 

Tom Snyder 

New Opportunities for Service 
As we gather to worship on Sunday mornings additional people are 

being sought to serve as Assisting Ministers (“AM”).  The AM has 

specific responsibilities, always on behalf of the assembly 

(congregation) or to encourage the assembly to do something.  In 

other words the AM helps others do their job well.  They lead the 

Creed, Prayers of Intersession and other prayers, help serve Com-

munion, and dismiss the assembly to serve—“Go in peace.  Do 

something!” The AM may also help the acolyte robe, hold a book, 

set the Table for Communion, and other worship responsibilities.  

They typically serve every six weeks or so depending on the number 

of AMs, always coordinated with your schedule. 

Interested?  Want more information?  Please contact Tom Snyder, the new Assisting Minister coordinator, at 

ftsiii@gmail.com. 

Worship Times:  Evening Light continues at 5:00 p.m. every Saturday.  On Sunday, September 13th, we will return 

to our normal Sunday morning schedule of Worship at 10:15 a.m.  Precautions have been taken to provide a safe 

environment and we ask everyone to wear a face mask and observe safe 6' distancing from others. 

We continue to follow the guidelines issued by the Governor of Pennsylvania.  Worship 

will be available on our YouTube channel for those who do not feel comfortable returning 

to in-person worship.  The simplest way to find our current YouTube channel is to go to 

our website at http://stjohnluthphoenixville.org/ and click on the YouTube icon at the top 

left side of the page.  Please like and subscribe to the channel so you’ll be able to find it 

easily in the future.  Feel free to share this link with your friends and family via email and 

social media.  Materials for at-home worship are being sent to parishioners without com-

puter access on request. 

Please wear a mask when interacting with others in the building during the week and 

wipe any surfaces you touch.  Thank you for keeping us all healthy! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5YOW8fUyAPQ
http://stjohnluthphoenixville.org/
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From the Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries: 
Dear parents, 

I know that all of us remain in a heightened state of anxiety with the start of the school year.  Considering the sur-

vey responses and our classroom’s capacity for students six feet apart, St. John's Children's Sunday School will be 

at home this fall.  We will reevaluate this decision in November for the winter session. 

There are two options for at home Sunday School beginning on Sunday, September 13th. 

1. Virtual:  At 9 a.m. each Sunday, we will meet via Zoom.  The children 

will have opening together and then split in to two groups.  Group 1 will 

be Pre-K through 2nd lead by Miss Elisa and Miss Arlene.  Group 2 will 

be 3rd through 6th will be led by Miss Jen. 

2. Email:  A version of the day's lesson will be sent via email for the 

family to do together on Sunday or later in the week. 

You can choose to commit to one version or do both versions to better 

accommodate your family’s needs at this time.  Regardless of the op-

tion you choose, we will be providing copies of the activity pages and 

craft supplies.  Pick up for supplies will be Saturday, September 12th 

from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.  There will be a scavenger hunt to pick up special 

Sunday School goodies and an opportunity to leave a chalk message. 

On the following page is the new registration form for 2020, every family who wishes to participate in Sunday 

School needs to re-register with this form.  The new form was in development prior to the pandemic.  Please re-

turn the completed registration form by September 5th by mail, dropping it off during worship, or scanning it into 

an email.  We need to know how many kits to assemble.  Please know that you can register later in the Sunday 

School year if you are not comfortable doing so at this time. 

God Bless, 

Jen Wentworth 

P.S. Please continue to collect your aluminum cans to bring to Kley Hall when we get back together.  They are 

used to support our youth mission trips. 

 

School Supplies Needed!  
We are continuing to collect school supplies until Wednes-

day, September 16th for the Lutheran World Relief school 

kit programs.  The “school kits” are distributed around the 

globe to school-aged children (https://lwr.org/

instructions). 

The St. John’s Children’s Sunday School plans to assemble 

100 bags this year.  As of August 18th, we need still need: 

• 224 70-sheet notebooks (wide or college rule) 
• 54 30-cm rulers (inches on one side and centimeters 

on the other) 

• 74 pencil sharpeners 

• 66 scissors (blunt or safety tips)  

• 124 #2 pencils with erasers (unsharpened)  

• 52 16- or 24-count box of crayons 

• 168 ball-point pens (black or blue, no gel pens)  

Please consider donating to this special cause.  New items only are needed with no patriotic or religious symbols 

on them.  You can buy a lot of just a few items or make a monetary donation that will allow us to purchase anything 

necessary to complete our kits.  Donations can be left in the designated bin in the narthex. 

https://lwr.org/instructions
https://lwr.org/instructions
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Who’s Ready for ASP? 
It is that time of year again where we are gathering volunteers for the Appalachi-

an Service Project in the summer.  We are planning as if ASP will be running for 

summer 2021.  All high schoolers and adults are welcome to participate in this 

life-changing time of service in the Appalachian Mountains.  Please email Jen 

Wentworth (wentworthj@stjohnphoenixville.org) if you are interested.   

St. John’s Adult Sunday School 

The adult Christian education classes being held this fall are as follows: 

The Sunday Morning Book Club—will be meeting in a mixture of on-line and in-

person gatherings. Dates and times are yet to be decided. The first title is 

Sing, Unburied, Sing by Jesmyn Ward.  It will be available on September 13th 

and afterwards from the library bag of books program.  Please contact Jean 

Herbranson (deherb@juno.com) or Jen Wentworth if you are interested in join-

ing the group. 

Bible Study—Linda Landis and Sandra Zimmermann serve as facilitator of this 

group. 

Happy Hour—This is a class that focuses on parenting issues and faith, with the class led each week by vari-

ous members of the group.  Discussions may touch on concerns raised at home, at school, or events in 

our society.  The group is coordinated by Teresa Olsen. 

Faith Life Class—This class discusses topics of the day from a Christian perspective.  Participants in the class 

share leadership and always welcome new insights into what it means to live as a faithful Christian in our 

very real world.  The class is coordinated by Jack Ertell. 

The Wednesday evening Bible study will be taking a short break and returning in two weeks on September 2nd, at 

7p.m. via Zoom 

We will be exploring aspects of Christian life through various books and invite you to join us.  Our first book will be 

Making Sense of Scripture by David Lose.  

It is available on Amazon at: 

                                        https://smile.amazon.com/dp/0806699531/ref=cm_sw_r_sms_api_i_ltSoFbYG42K0C 

Please contact Kelly LeMarbe at keepfaith315@yahoo.com if you would like to join us. 

Columbarium Garden 
On September 1st, the price of a niche in our columbarium will 

increase by $500.  The increase will put our prices in line with 

other columbaria in our area and is the first since the columbar-

ium was constructed.  Current prices will be extended through 

September 30th for members of St. John’s.  If you are consider-

ing purchasing a niche(s) for yourself or a loved one, it must be 

purchased by September 30th to avoid the price increase.  The 

price to members for a niche “pre-need” will remain at $2,500 

through September 30th and increase to $3,000 on October 1st.  

For more information on purchasing a niche or to obtain a niche 

order form please contact the Parish Administrator, Sonya So-

wards, at (610) 933-3947, ext. 2, or contact Bill Starling (610) 

454-0963 or Mark Gerner (610) 554-2531. 

mailto:wentworthj@stjohnphoenixville.org
mailto:deherb@juno.com
https://smile.amazon.com/dp/0806699531/ref=cm_sw_r_sms_api_i_ltSoFbYG42K0C
mailto:keepfaith315@yahoo.com
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Join the Stream Team! 
Are you interested in becoming part of a team to livestream 

St. John’s worship services?  We are in the process of obtaining 

equipment to begin livestreaming our worship service.  A 

“Streaming Team” will be needed to set up the livestream and man-

age the production booth.  We would need a few volunteers to en-

sure coverage every week.  Training will be provided!  Please con-

tact Dale Herbranson at dale.herbranson@outlook.com as soon as 

possible if you are interested. 
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Dear St. John’s congregation: 

Thank you so much for awarding me one of the St. John’s 

scholarships this year.  When I received the letter telling me 

I was selected, I couldn’t help but be reminded of my Sun-

day School and Confirmation classes and the practice of 

sharing our weekly “highs and lows.”  Being part of the class 

of 2020 during a pandemic obviously had its share of 

“lows,” but there have been several “highs,” with being a 

scholarship recipient as one of them.  Another “high” is that 

I will be able to attend the college of William and Mary in 

person staring in August. 

Thank you again, 

Olesya Sitkowski 

Dear Pastor Cynthia and Friends at St. John’s: 

Thank you for walking alongside Namnyaki Samson on her educational journey.  Namnyaki is entering Form 6 in 

the next academic year.  As you know by now, the challenges of a girl getting an education in Maasailand are 

much different than in the USA.  This makes your support even more meaningful.  Your personal, spiritual, and 

financial support is crucial to her as she works to achieve her academic dreams. 

Most sincerely, 

Jason Bergman 

Executive Director 

Operation Bootstrap Africa 

Dear Pastor Cynthia: 

Thank you for your part in God’s work to “make a way” where there seems to be no way (see Isaiah 43:16-19)!  

Daily in each of the 13 countries where we partner, people die from what you and I might consider very treatable 

issues.  But your support of GHM is helping to change that.  Together we are helping our partners spread hope 

and healing where there often seems to be no way.  Thank you for your generous gift of $3,300 and partnership 

in ministry.  Many people in Tanzania give thanks to God today for your partnership. 

Together in hope, 

Pastor Doug Cox 

Global Health Ministries Executive Director 

Dear Pastor Krommes and members of St. John’s: 

Thanks to your very generous donation, we can continue our ministry to the food insecure in Philadelphia during 

the pandemic.  Your check of $500 could not have come at a more opportune time.  We are facing the increased 

cost of plastic containers, bottled drinks and pre-packaged sides and desserts for to-go meals.  We are drawing 

strength knowing people support us despite personal financial hardship and uncertainty.  It is truly a blessing to 

have your support.  May God continue to bless and keep you safe and healthy. 

Gratefully, 

Nell McCaslin 

President, Feast Incarnate 

Dear Friends: 

Thank you so much for the delicious dinners you provide.  God bless you for your kindness. 

Gratefully, 

Sr. Bernadette Dougherty SSJ, Director 

   Staff and Guests of St. Mary’s Franciscan Shelter 
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People of God Involved in God’s Work 
September Sunday Staffing 

Altar Guild 

  6 Nancy Cressman & Janet Ertell 

13 Donna Anderson & Jean Herbranson 

20 Barbara Eng & Jean Herbranson 

27 Betty Hans & Jean Herbranson 

Assisting Ministers 

  6 Nancy Cressman 

13 Teresa Olsen 

20 Ron Stevens 

27 Brittney Walters 

Communion Assistants/Lectors 

  6 Teresa & Luke Olsen 

13 Erica Lucas  

20 Lynn Titus 

27 Nancy Cressman 

Counters 

  6 Stephen & Jennifer Drewes, Donna Anderson, Peg Yanoviak 

13 Heather Yonosh, Donna Searchfield, Jeanne Schanzenbach 

20 Mary Heiser, Mike & Cathy Kahl 

27 Jack Ertell, Lilly Khan & Imtiaz Khan Lawrence 

Ushers 

  6 Dale Herbranson & Donna Anderson 

13 Cathy Garrett & Donna Anderson 

20 Mark Wallace & Barry Church 

27 Tom Snyder & Luanne Bindschusz 

Budget Actual Budget Actual

Income:

Envelope Giving 32,223$     20,048$     225,566$          196,444$   

Other Income 3,987         2,087         27,907              34,277       

Total Income 36,210$     22,135$     253,473$          230,721$   

Expenses 37,235$     29,879$     260,647$          232,651$   

Income (Deficit) (1,025)$      (7,744)$      (7,174)$             (1,931)$      

Note:  This report does not include the funds from the Paycheck Protection Loan received in May.

Monthly Year-to-Date

Summary Financial Report as of July 31, 2020

I am lonely 

I am silent 

No songs in praise 

My heartfelt prayers 

All is quiet 

Voice of a child 

Voice of elders 

All is silent 

Thoughts of St. John’s 

Margaret Walker 

Come before the Lord 

With singing and dancing 

Come one come all for from 

None do I withhold my love 

Listen I call all people 

Of the earth, dwell in peace 

Raise voices sing dance in 

Joyful adoration 

Let all the earth come before me in 

Thanksgiving 

Margaret Walker 

Peace begins with children 

‘Til children understand peace 

Peace cannot create itself 

Peace builds as a child brings 

Forth peace 

‘Til children are taught peace 

There is none 

As the sun must rise to shed 

Light so peace arises from 

Children’s love 

Margaret Walker 
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Did you know?  Many em-

ployers offer the ability to have 

your donations deducted from 

your paycheck and then forward 

those donations on to us.  

Some, such as Vanguard, offer a 

generous match so that your 

donation has the potential of a 

nice increase.  Contact your Hu-

man Resources Department to 

see if this is a possibility for you.  

Donating Stock to St. John’s 
One of the many ways to finan-

cially support St. John’s is 

through the donation of stock.  

Donating appreciated stock will 

benefit the church and provide a 

potential tax benefit to the do-

nor.  For stock that has been 

held for more than a year and 

has appreciated in value, one 

can take a charitable deduction 

based on the stock's fair market 

value on the day of donation.  

Additionally, making such a do-

nation will avoid capital gains 

taxes on the increased value of 

the stock. 

If interested in donating stock to 

St. John’s, contact our Church 

Treasurer, Shirley Platzer, at 

(484) 938-7763. 

Live Generously 
The mission and ministry of St. John's was greatly enhanced 

through Thrivent Action Teams Grants in 2019. Thrivent mem-

bers who are also members of St. John's applied for and re-

ceived 20 grants for a total of $5,000! If you are a member of 

Thrivent, you are eligible to apply for two Action Team Grants 

each year. Please contact your Thrivent representative if you 

would like to apply for an Action Team Grant in the coming year. 

You can learn more about Thrivent at www.thrivent.com. 

Amazon Smile 
Did you know that Amazon will donate to St. John's on your behalf?  Simply log-in to Amazon us-

ing https://smile.amazon.com and choose St. John's from the list of charities you support (make sure 

you choose St. Johns (no apostrophe) Lutheran Church in Phoenixville).  Amazon will send 0.5% of your 

purchase to St. John's every time you shop eligible items! 

http://www.thrivent.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YmuQzjNyFy95OsU2e2ZiU9aPnG00PBQ-X-1kT3-MxCjKJOtJpFOTIXFyxf1PV7lq0-0uygzujfhlZAIFpq1RwOhWwY2pyWJ6aYJ99PHmC7PZniH5l8EIFHuVOom0Ybtgu-LEukqw8Fe2Z-6X4KIk9LZyZiXRSLZ5kcizU2tSLwY=&c=mvlqGQONmYnKuTaMDjoO6uXu2Suzcmn-pK6C0VK2Ac2olRiIpQRVB
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Changes in Contact Information 

 

Kimberly Rutherford 

120 Valley View Circle 

Phoenixville, PA  19460 

 

Joan Wilson 

245 S. Cedar Street, Apt. L248 

Spring City, PA  19475 

 

 

Pastoral Acts 

 

Wedding 

Eric David Kramer 

Mindy Ina Goldberg 

June 20, 2020 

 

Funerals 

James Albert Miller 
July 10, 2020 

 

Ulrich Rimrott 

August 3, 2020 

 

Heide Diefenderfer 

August 3, 2020 

Inside this issue: 

From the Pastor / Trunk or 
Treat / Poetry 

1 

From the Director of Music / 
Worship Times / Assisting 
Ministers 

2 

From the Director of CYF / 
School Supplies 

3 

Sunday School Registration 4-5 

Appalachian Service Project / 
Adult Christian Education / 
Columbarium Garden 

6 

Council Minutes 7-11 

Streaming Team 11 

Thank You 12 

Jacobson Newsletter 13-14 

Sunday Staffing / Financials / 
Poetry / COVID Guidelines 

15 

Voting / Thrivent / Amazon / 
Giving Options 

16 

Calendars 17-18 

Church Leaders / Updated 
Contact Info / Pastoral Acts 

back 
cover 



 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

355 St. John’s Circle 

Phoenixville, PA  19460-2582 

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

355 St. John’s Circle 

Phoenixville, PA  19460-2582 

(610) 933-3947 

www.stjohnluthphoenixville.org 

E-mail: office@stjohnphoenixville.org 

office hours 9-3 M,T,Th & 9-12 W,F (barring exceptions) 

please call for appointments with staff members 
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Participating in Stephen Ministry 

THE CIRCLE 

Worship Schedule 
 

Saturdays 

5 p.m. Evening Light with Holy Communion 
 

Sundays 

10:15 a.m. Holy Communion 

(fall, winter and spring) 

9:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

(Memorial Day through Labor Day) 

 

2020 


