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February 2025 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

I hope your progress on the daily Bible reading is going well!  I have to confess, I’m a little behind at the mo-

ment, but I’m looking forward to being able to catch up in the next day or two.  I’ve had a couple of people 

say to me that they’re looking forward to the daily Bible readings, and I’ve heard a few more people say that 

they’re reading some of the sections differently, especially the readings from Proverbs, which are usually a 

few verses at a time.  That’s completely okay—at some point, I’m going to sit down and just read through the 

entire book of Proverbs all at once.  It’s less important to read exactly the prescribed section on the specific 

day, and more important to work toward building that habit of daily time with Scripture.  

 

But a very important mark of discipleship is the one that we’re going to try in February:  sharing the faith story 

with those outside the Church.  I’m always going to remember an interaction that a classmate of mine had 

with one of our professors in seminary.  My classmate had quoted the saying attributed to St. Francis of Assi-

si, “Preach the Gospel at all times. Use words when necessary,” and my professor smiled and said, “yeah, but 

words are necessary a lot more often than you think.”  Which is true.  In the book of Romans, St. Paul says, 

“But how are [people] to call on one in whom they have not believed?  And how are they to believe in one of 

whom they have never heard?  And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him?”  Paul wasn’t 

writing that letter just to preachers or theologians or professional leaders in the church; he was writing it to 

all of the Christians in Rome.  All of us—no matter what age, level of education, status, or anything else—all of 

us are called to share that Good News of what God has done for us.  

 

Which I know isn’t always the easiest thing to do; talking with people about faith can be a scary thing, espe-

cially since most of us don’t do it very often.  But the Holy Spirit will be there with you when you do it, and like 

any other skill, the more you practice it, the easier it will become.  Before you can share the story of your faith 

with others, it can help to think through it for yourself.  Think about times that you’ve seen God active in your 

life, and think about ways that you’ve been able to draw nearer to God.  And at some point this month, find 

someone in your life who isn’t part of a church, and invite them to come along to worship with you.  I’d be will-

ing to bet that once all is said and done, even if the person you invited doesn’t join you for worship, that you’ll 

have strengthened your relationship with that person, and become closer to them.  

 

Sharing about your faith, and reaching out to other people in love and faith, is a huge part of living that life of 

faith that we’re all called to live.  

 

 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Russ 

Annual Meeting 

February 23rd 
St. John’s annual meeting is scheduled 

for Sunday, February 23, 2025, imme-

diately following the service.  All eligible 

voting members (those who are con-

firmed and have communed and con-

tributed in 2024) are invited to attend.  
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Meeting God in the Ordinary 

WELCA Retreat 
March 22, 2025 

When we look at Scripture, we see it is often in the midst of everyday life 

that one encounters God—on a trek up a mountain, pulling water from a 

well, on a boat waiting for fish to bite, on the road to Emmaus.  Our own 

faith stories are full of “aha moments” that occur amidst the ordinary rou-

tines of life. 

We often expect to experience God in life’s big memorable events—a gradu-

ation, wedding, anniversary, the birth of a baby, a milestone birthday.  But 

most of our lives are filled with ordinary moments and routines:  drinking 

morning coffee, reading a book, having lunch with a friend, washing the 

dishes, exercising at the Y, volunteering at church or in the community.  It is 

there in the ordinary that we meet God.  It’s just a matter of “seeing”. . .  

In this year’s WELCA retreat, “Meeting God in the Ordinary,” we will look at 

our lives—the commonplace, the joyful, the heartbreaking events—and dis-

cover the presence of God, hidden in plain sight.  The retreat will take place 

on Saturday, March 22nd.  It begins with coffee and fellowship at 9 a.m. and 

ends at 3 p.m.  The cost is $20.  We welcome back Rev. Kris Peterson as 

our retreat leader.  Call or email Sonya Sowards in the church office to reg-

ister (office@stjohnphoenixville.org or (610) 933-3947 ext. 2).  If you have 

any questions, please contact Linda Landis. 

Please bring an ordinary object from a time when you experienced the pres-

ence of God—photograph, cell phone, hymnal, recipe, a letter/card, mug, a souvenir from a special place, a flower, 

a gift from a friend, an heirloom, etc. 

Women of the ELCA 

February 25th @ 10:30 a.m. 
WELCA will meet on Tuesday,  February 25th at 10:30 a.m.  Pastor Russ will 

be presenting an interesting program:  “Uncovering the Book of Revelation.” 

We will also finalize retreat plans and tie up any loose ends.  Mark your cal-

endars for this meeting as well as our retreat on March 22nd, and meetings 

on March 25th and April 22nd. 

Thanks to everyone who welcomed folks from the Senior Center’s 

“Candlelight House Tour” to St. John’s.  During the tour about 50 visi-

tors came through the doors, viewed the peaceful candlelit sanctu-

ary, listened to festive holiday music, purchased items from the An-

gel Tree and received invitations to worship with us on Christmas 

Eve.  It was outreach to the greater Phoenixville community at its 

best. 

Tom Snyder 

 

Thank you to those who helped "Hang the Greens" on December 22nd  

and helped Un-Decorate on January 5th.  About 30 people helped in 

December and 20 in January.  Many tasks were completed smoothly 

and quickly, and everyone's help is much appreciated! 
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Vacation Bible School 
June 16th-20th  

Planning your child(ren)’s summer activities?  Don’t forget to include Vacation Bible School!  You can register now 

by clicking here.  Registration closes on June 2nd.  Registration sign-up: https://forms.gle/1RCfbkiwyCfXsWqB6 

We are currently looking for adult and teenage group guides, station leaders and other volunteers.  VBS is a huge 

undertaking, and we could use all the help we can get!  For every gift in the Kingdom of God, there is a way to serve 

with VBS.  Please click here to sign up!  Volunteer sign-up: https://forms.gle/98VuTVyYLNk5UYHD9 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner & Games 

March 4th, 5-7:30 p.m. 
The Fellowship Committee will be resurrecting the 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner and Games this 

year!  The dinner will feature pancakes (including 

gluten-free pancakes), breakfast meats, eggs, 

fruit and other goodies. Pancake games for the 

kids will also be featured. Proceeds from this 

year’s dinner will go toward expenses for the Ap-

palachian Service Project trip.  Please RSVP to 

Sonya at office@stjohnphoenixville.org or (610) 

933.3947, ext. 2, indicating the number of adults 

and children attending. We are asking for a free 

will donation, with a recommendation of $7 per 

person, or $25 for a family of four or more. 

Dear Friends of Bear Creek Camp: 

Our 50th anniversary year was an opportunity to 

truly reflect on the impact and meaning of being 

an intentional community together as the BCC 

family.  You are an important part of an entire 

network of supporters who ensured the sustain-

ability of our shared ministry through your gifts 

this year.  Only together can we continue to in-

vite all people to explore, celebrate, and grow in 

relationship with God, nature and community.  Thank you once again for your support this year. 

Sincerely, 

Collin Grooms 

Bear Creek Camp Executive Director 

Registration for this summer at Bear Creek is open!  

Go to bearcreekcamp.org to sign up. 

https://forms.gle/1RCfbkiwyCfXsWqB6
https://forms.gle/98VuTVyYLNk5UYHD9
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People of God Involved in God’s Work 
February Worship Staff 

Acolyte 

  2 Leah Kramer, Grace Supplee & TBD 

  9 TBD 

16 Madelyn Hicks 

23 Peyton DeWolf 

Altar Guild 

  2 Janet Ertell & Nancy Cressman 

  9 Donna Anderson & Cathy Garrett 

16 Andrea Hart & Jean Herbranson 

23 Betty Hans & Jean Herbranson 

Assisting Minister 

  2 Ron Stevens 

  9 Bill Starling 

16 Deb Ahola 

23 Walt Deichmann 

Bread Baker 

  2 Kate Hicks 

Communion Assistant/Lector 

  2 Nancy Cressman 

  9 Mitch Reading 

16 Mimi Woods 

23 Lynn Titus 

Counters 

  2 Jeff & Jeanne Schanzenbach; Donna Anderson 

  9 Heather Yonosh; Jack & Janet Ertell 

16 Mary Heiser; Mike & Cathy Kahl 

23 Stephen & Jen Drewes 

Evening Light Assistant 

  1 Sandy Momyer 

  8 Rich Latella 

15 Shirley Platzer 

22 Rich Latella 

Fellowship Time 

  9 Worship & Music Committee 

Lock-Up 

  2 Kyle Oszeyczik 

  9 Mitch Reading 

16 Kate Hicks 

23 Dale Herbranson 

Stream Team 

  2 Aimee Hillegas & Dale Herbranson 

  9 Josh Romano & Paul Miller 

16 Dale Herbranson & Paul Miller 

23 Aimee Hillegas & Paul Miller 

Ushers 

  2 Cathy Garrett & Dick Kunsch 

  9 Sue Starling & Donna Anderson 

16 Diane & Katelyn Blattner 

23 Don Titus & Nancy Cressman 

Faith Formation for Adults in February 
Sunday morning classes aren’t just for children!  

There are currently four adult classes that meet from 

9 a.m. to 10 a.m. every Sunday.  Bible Study, led by 

Linda Landis, meets in the Fireside Room and will 

learn about the “Bent Woman: We’ve Got God’s At-

tention” and “Woman with the Issue of Blood.”  Faith 

Life gathers in Meeting Room 1 (to the left of the 

Kley Hall stage) and discusses current events in rela-

tion to faith, led by Jack Ertell.  Happy Hour, a group 

of parents who support each other while their chil-

dren are in Sunday school, meets in the Eisenhower 

Room and is coordinated by Mitch Reading.  Sunday 

Morning Book Club meets in the Pastor’s office and 

will be discussing “State of Wonder” by Ann Patchett 

and “The Winter Rose” by Jennifer Donnelly.  

Why does the robin’s  

Breast be red 

Long ago when Christ  

Was born a little  

Brown bird sang 

Lullabies when 

Christ hung upon 

A cross a little 

Brown bird sang to 

Comfort Him a drop 

Of Christ’s life 

Touched his breast 

That all shall know 

A small brown bird 

Sang to comfort Him 

Margaret Walker 

Listen hear the children cry 

In love we were born that man might 

Know God’s love freely given that 

Man everlasting love should know 

Love dwells not in stone but 

In the heart of man who was made  

In God’s image as it is written  

The God of love dwelleth with man 

Rejoice therefore our God of 

Love loveth all both great 

And small alleluias rise to 

Our God of love 

Margaret Walker 
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There are so many ways to use the gifts God has given 

you at St. John's!  We always need: 

• communion bread bakers 

• ushers 

• communion assistants/lectors 

• assisting ministers 

• live stream staff (“Stream Team”) 

• committee members 

• teachers  

• choir members 

• drivers to bring shut-ins to worship 

• Stephen Ministers 

Please let Sonya Sowards know how you would like to 

use your time and talent at St. John’s, and she will put 

you in touch with the appropriate leader. Ministry 

group leader names and committees can also be 

found on the last page of this newsletter. 

 

Give to St. John’s Via App 
Vanco, our eGiving provider, has launched an updated 

mobile app called Vanco Mobile (to replace GivePlus 

Mobile, which has been retired as of September 30th).  

You can download the Vanco Mobile app for free from 

the App Store or Google Play.  From there, you can 

make a one-time donation or set up recurring giving 

right through the app.  Just select your fund and 

amount, enter a payment method and complete the 

donation.  If you have questions or need assistance, 

email Dale Herbranson at dale.herbranson@outlook.com. 

Did you know?  Many employers offer the ability to have your donations deducted from your paycheck and then 

forward those donations on to us.  Some, such as Vanguard, offer a generous match so that your donation has the 

potential of a nice increase.  Contact your Human Resources Department to see if this is a possibility for you.  

Scan this QR code to give to the many 

ministries of St. John’s from your 

phone! 

Thrivent Action Team Grants 
Thrivent members are eligible to apply for two Action 

Team Grants each year to benefit their church.  

St. John’s members Mike & Cathy Kahl routinely ob-

tain grants for the church and have provided a helpful 

step-by-step guide: 

First, you must have a specific project in mind.  

You will also have to give an estimate of the 

number of people that might participate and 

when the project will be completed.  The pro-

ject should have something to do with bringing 

people into our organization or furthering our 

ministries.  

Once you have the above information, log in to 

your account at thrivent.com. 

Go to the bottom of the page to the Noah section. 

Click on Thrivent action teams. 

Choose “apply now” on the first page and then 

“apply now” again. 

On the next page, click “begin application.”  You 

have an option to get advertising materials and 

even T-shirts for your action team if you want 

them. 

The money arrives fairly quickly in the form of a 

Visa card.  Use this card for purchases related 

to your project. 

When the project is finished, log in again and re-

port that fact. 

Special projects pop up from time to time at St. John’s 

for which these cards could be used.  If you’d like ide-

as for the use of your grant, contact our Administrator, 

Sonya Sowards, at office@stjohnphoenixville.org or 

(610) 933-3947, ext. 2, or speak to a staff member, 

Committee chair, or Councilmember. 

Sponsor Flowers, Bulletins & Vigil Candle 
Members and friends are invited to sponsor the vigil 

candle in memory of or in honor of loved ones.  The 

cost is $12 per month.  You are also invited to offset 

the cost of the weekly bulletins.  That cost is $20 per 

week.  Our  florist supplies flowers (visible on our live-

stream as well as in-person services) at $25 per vase 

for a total of $50 for two.  Contact Sonya Sowards for 

available months and dates and to specify the occa-

sion, or you can use the sign-up sheets on the hallway 

bulletin board.  Thank you! 

mailto:office@stjohnphoenixville.org
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Donating Stock to St. John’s 
One of the many ways to financially 

support St. John’s is through the dona-

tion of stock.  Donating appreciated 

stock will benefit the church and pro-

vide a potential tax benefit to the do-

nor.  For stock that has been held for 

more than a year and has appreciated 

in value, one can take a charitable 

deduction based on the stock's fair 

market value on the day of donation.  

Additionally, making such a donation 

will avoid capital gains taxes on the 

increased value of the stock.  If inter-

ested in donating stock to St. John’s, 

contact our Church Treasurer, Shirley 

Platzer, at (484) 938-7763. 

Guidelines for Submission of Articles for  

St. John’s Communications 

Submissions to the Parish Administrator for inser-

tion in St. John’s communications may include 

worship, faith formation, social justice, music and 

community events, and any items directly related 

to St. John’s mission of “Living, growing & sharing 

in God’s love through Jesus Christ.”  Submissions 

received by Monday at 11:00 a.m. will be included 

in the following Sunday’s bulletin.  Later submis-

sions will appear in the following week’s bulletin.  

All submissions are also included in all other appli-

cable forms of communication (email, social me-

dia, website, slides, etc.) as soon as possible after 

receipt. 

Submissions for The Circle newsletter are due on 

the 18th of every month (except July).  Submis-

sions received after this deadline may appear in 

other applicable St. John’s communications and in 

the following month’s newsletter. 

When submitting articles, please include complete 

information such as date, time, location, and how 

to sign up for events (including links and QR codes 

to forms).  Images are welcome but should be 

photos taken around St. John’s or posters created 

by the submitter—not stock images or any images 

downloaded from the Internet which St. John’s is 

not licensed to use. 

If you have any questions about St. John’s com-

munications, please contact our administrator, 

Sonya Sowards, at office@stjohnphoenixville.org 

or (610) 933-3947 ext. 2. 

Kid-Friendly Worship Resources 
We have children’s worship bags available to 

use during services.  

We also have children’s bulletins/activity 

sheets available on the “triangle table.” 

The nursery is open on Sunday mornings dur-

ing church for children who may need a break/

extra care/etc. 

Please ask an usher for help finding these re-

sources!  We welcome and celebrate all the 

ways children participate in our community. 

Communion Records and Prayer Requests 
Our constitution de-

fines members eligi-

ble to vote at regular 

meetings of the 

church as those who 

“shall have com-

muned in this con-

gregation and shall 

have made a contri-

bution of record” in the calendar year.  Your contribution 

is recorded when it includes your name and/or envelope 

number.  To ensure that your communion is recorded, 

please fill out the “Record of Communion and/or Prayer 

Request” card at least once a year.  Communion cards 

can be found in the pew racks at the end of each pew.  

The card may also be used for prayer requests, address 

changes, questions, or comments.  If you are worshiping 

exclusively from home, please contact Sonya Sowards 

with prayer requests and worship dates. 

Two-Liter Soda Containers Needed 
Please save straight-sided two-liter soda bottles and place in the 

marked box in the glass entryway.  Altar Guild will cut them to size and 

add tape to cover the cut edge so they can be used as take-home con-

tainers for altar flowers.  Thank you! 

mailto:office@stjohnphoenixville.org
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Change of Contact Information 

Ron & Rebecca Stevens 

300 E. Marshall Street, Apt. 4 

West Chester, PA  19380-2459 

Jeff & Jeanne Schanzenbach 

570 Trifecta Road 

Downingtown, PA  19335-1834 
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office hours 9-3 M,T,Th & 9-12 W,F (barring exceptions) 

please call for appointments with staff members 

A Caring, Sharing, Growing Congregation of the ELCA 

Participating in Stephen Ministry 

THE CIRCLE 

Worship Schedule 
 

Saturdays 

5 p.m. Evening Light with Holy Communion 
 

Sundays 

10:15 a.m. Holy Communion 

(fall, winter and spring) 

9:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day) 
Handicapped Accessible 

February 2025 


