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The Circle

Lutheran Church

Dear Friends in Christ,

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

| hope your celebrations of the Easter season have been good and joyful. I've been enjoying our continued cele-
bration of the seven weeks of Easter at St. John’s. | also hope that your daily Bible reading has been going more
consistently than mine has. | fell behind some time before Holy Week, and | have a lot of reading to do to get

caught up. But I'm sure that I'll get there.

It's hard to believe that it’s almost the end of the school year. St. John’s’ Sunday school just celebrated the end
of the Sunday School year, and we're getting ready for the summer worship schedule. But things aren’t really
any less busy over the summer; it’s just busy in a different way. As the school year winds down, and as we pre-
pare for Pentecost and confirmation on June 8th, we’re also getting ready for Vacation Bible School the week of

June 16, and the Appalachian Service Project trip in July.

In addition, there are going to be other opportunities for service and worship and fellowship together throughout
the summer, with members of other Lutheran churches and with us together as St. John’s. Two of those to high-
light are service projects that the Muhlenberg Parish (made up of St. John’s and our nearest Lutheran neigh-

R bors, at St. Peter’s in Chester Springs, Centennial in Kimberton, and Zion in Spring City) is hosting.
E@dﬁh@ The first is a blood drive on Monday, June 9t, at Zion. You can register for that blood drive by
h scanning the QR code next to this paragraph. St. John’s will be hosting a Muhlenberg Parish blood
ﬁ_'.J: _-:E drive in October. The second Muhlenberg Parish event is going to be a meal-packing event for Rise
R Against Hunger, which is on Sunday, August 31st, also at Zion. I'm sure we’ll be hearing more

about both of those events as the summer goes on.

Between VBS and ASP, the service projects and celebrations, and our regular gathering for worship, it's going to

be an exciting summer at St. John’s, and I'm looking forward to being a part of it!

Pastor Russ

Pentecost Celebration

June 7t & 8th
The Festival of Pentecost will be celebrated on June 7th & 8t as the birthday of the Church, and we encourage
the congregation to wear red in celebration of the day that the gift of the Holy Spirit descended to us. Affirma-
tion of Baptism (Confirmation) of our youth will be observed on June 8t at 9 a.m. Red geraniums will be placed
around the altar for Pentecost and are available to sponsor for $9.75 each by signing up on the chart in the
hallway or by contacting Sonya in the church office. Dedications are welcome in honor of -, in memory of -, or to
the glory of God. Please order before June 2nd. Plants may be taken home following the service on June 8th,



Vacation Bible School Registration Open

Volunteers Needed!

Vacation Bible School 2025 will be held June 16t-20% from 9 a.m.-
noon. Our theme this year is Road Trip! Join us for a thrilling road
trip adventure where kids (Travelers) explore exciting destinations
with the Navigator and their pup, Scout! Through engaging Bible sto-
ries, interactive games, and fun challenges, they'll discover that God
is always with them. You won’'t want to miss it! Don’t delay—
registration closes on June 2nd] Registration sign-up: https://
forms.gle/1RCfbkiwyCfXsWqB6
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We are also in need of adult volunteers to serve as group guides. If
you are unavailable during the week of June 16t for VBS week, there
are still opportunities to serve. Please consider joining us on Saturday, June 14t for our Set-Up Day, from 9:00
a.m.-12:00 p.m. Register here to volunteer: https://forms.gle/98VuTVyYLNkSUYHD9

Please email Val (valerielynnkramer@gmail.com) with any questions. Thank you!

Women of the ELCA
WELCA will meet on Tuesday, June 3 from 10:30 a.m. to
12:00 noon. This is the final meeting for this program

A place b—or you year. We are helping put things together for the VBS at-
tendees, so many hands are needed.

W 0“heEI-cA Jack Ertell presented a very informative program about

Om the area canal system at our April meeting. We always

enjoy Jack's presentations.
The women’s ministry organization of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Our T-shirt inventory reduction was a huge suc-
cess. Thank you all for faithfully stepping up to support
our church family.

Athletic Field Named after Judy Wolstenholme
Our own Judy Wolstenholme was recently featured in the news &
when the Phoenixville School District board unanimously voted g&
to name a field after her. This is the first time in history that a &
Phoenixville athletic field has been named after a female ath-
lete. Judy played lacrosse, field hockey, basketball, softball and
golf for Phoenixville and has been inducted into four halls of
fame: the Ursinus College Athletic Hall of Fame, the Pennsylva-
nia State Athletic Hall of Fame, the U.S. Lacrosse Hall of Fame
and the Phoenixville Area High School Hall of Fame. She also
served as an official and coach. You can read all about Judy’s *

accomplishments on the “St. John’s Folks in the News” section 0"
of the hallway bulletin boards. Congratulations Judy! k }L\’ Welcome to
Smiley-Wolstenholme |
Summer Music Field

Vocal soloists, pianists, and instrumentalists young and old Home of
(er) are invited to share their talents (either up front or 5 Phantom SpOftS
from the balcony) as part of our summer worship. Warm ‘ X
up those vocal chords, tickle the ivories, and dust off your |

instruments to praise the Lord! For more information or to
schedule a date in June, July, or August contact Tom
Snyder, Director of Music, ftsiii@gmail.com.
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@ St. John’s Choir & Friends Concert
On Sunday, May 4, 100 performers and
over 150 audience members experi-
enced an amazing performance of John
Rutter's Requiem. Originally pro-
grammed for 2000 and canceled due to
B¢ COVID, rescheduled several times, it
R 4 finally happened but only with the sup-
]

port and help from many members of
#. St. John’s. The moving team removed
and replaced four pews to accommo-
date the performers. Following worship
about 10 people assisted in setting up the chairs and changing our chancel area to a concert venue. Thanks to
Jean Herbranson and Altar Guild members for assisting with that task. The Fellowship Team, with leadership from
Sandy and Rachel Zimmermann, assisted by others, served a buffet dinner to the musicians. Many members gra-
ciously provided desserts for the dinner. Dale Herbranson provided audio and visual support for the concert and,
if needed, concert overflow in Kley Hall. Greeters welcomed the concert-goers to St. John’s. Don Titus represent-
ed PACS to the community. During the five rehearsals John Quinn provided piano accompaniment. As | mentioned
at the concert this all could not have happened without the support of members and our Congregation Council.

This was the concluding performance in the 2024-2025 concert series. During the eight concerts we welcomed
over 1100 people to St. John’'s—outstanding outreach to the greater Phoenixville community.

Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Tom Snyder

The New Roof Needs Your Help!
Roof Update May 15, 2025

The installation of the new flat roof has begun.
Fundraising to PAY for the new roof has also begun.
The fundraising is off to a good start with over $36,000 raised so far.
We MUST hit our goal of $100,000+.
PLEASE consider donating to the roof replacement project today. The June invoice
payment will soon be upon us. 20

Large or small-ALL donations will be appreciated:

cash in an envelope marked “roof appeal” 3
check with “roof appeal” in the memo line
use the QR code —
click the “donate now” button on our website and scroll to “Kley Hall &
classroom roof repairs” Thank you!!
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Blood Drive
The Muhlenberg Parish

Zion Lutheran Church - Fellowship Hall
39 Bonnie Braes Rd
Spring City, PA 19475

Monday, June 9, 2025
2:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Pleaza call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2787) or visit RedCroz=Blood.org and anter:

Muhlenberg Parns=h to schedule an appointment.

Maximize your blood donation. Help more patients.
I you are an eligible type O, B - or A - donor, consider making a Power Red donation.
Red blocd cells are the most commonly transfussd blood component

Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting

RedCrossBlood org/RapidPass to complets your pre-donation reading and health history
quastions on the day of your appointment.

“ BB ospmsnonee

1-B00-RED CROSS | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App
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Announcing Dr. Matuor Dot Alier

From his Facebook page: “Today, | successfully defended my disserta-
tion The Role of School Leadership in Promoting and Supporting Cul-
tural Diversity and Inclusion in the Classroom: A Grounded Theory Ap-
proach and officially earned the title Dr. Alier. | am forever grateful.
My family joined in via Zoom, including my mom who doesn’t speak
English but listened with love and pride. | will be graduating this Fri-
day, May 16, 2025. | just wish my dad could blink from heaven and
witness how far we’'ve come. | know he’s smiling down on us—he was
my first teacher, and this achievement is as much his as it is mine.”

Quoting from a 2020 article in Living Lutheran:

“I grew up going to church every Sunday. My mother is an Episcopalian
priest in South Sudan, and my father was a committed Christian and a ‘
schoolteacher. L.

My older brother and | were playing in the Nile River when Sudanese soldiers attacked our village. We fled with
the crowd. After walking for many days without food and water, we arrived at the refugee camp in Ethiopia. |
remember seeing some children surrendering and dying of starvation and thirst. There were 26,000 of us walk-
ing; only 11,000 made it. They called us the “lost boys” and “lost girls.”

At the refugee camp, we attended school under the trees and ate one meal a day due to a lack of food. What
UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees) provided was never enough to sustain us for 30 days.
By the 26t or 27t of the month, my older brother and | had nothing to eat. We called those “black days,” waiting
for the 1st to come. It was not easy being 8 and 11 years old and responsible for your daily activities and what to
cook or eat.

Leaving home due to war was heartbreaking. We thought we would be able to go back to our village within a
couple days, then it was months, then years. | didn’t make it back until 2013, 17 years after | left.

When we arrived in Philadelphia in 2006, St. John Lutheran Church in Phoenixville, Pa., sponsored us. My broth-
er and | lived with Mary Heiser before we got our own apartment with help and guidance from Pastor Cindy
Krommes. | attended Phoenixville Area High School, and volunteers from the church taught me English and
brought us food (my favorites were chicken and pizza). We had strangers opening their doors and hearts to us
and helping us thrive in our new home. It was like we had a family again.

I’'m a Lutheran because | was sponsored by St. John and | fell in love with their services, Bible studies and lovely,
caring people.”

Now all grown up with a family of his own we congratulate Matuor on this achievement. He is a Social Worker,
Cass County Economic Assistance Division; chair of the Fargo Human Relations Commission; Bush Foundation
fellow; and member of the Eastern North Dakota Synod Council.

If you wish to share personal congratulations, Matuor’s address is: 2037 67th Ave. S., Fargo, ND 58104

Phoenixville Pridefest
June 7th, 12- 5 p.m. downtown

on June 7, 2025, from 12-5 p.m. on Bridge Street in Phoe- jug?
nixville! Please sign up for a time slot using the QR code if T4
you are interested. We plan to have a table to hand out
| St. John’s literature, water, and treats but need to know if [m]/
we have enough volunteers before we reserve a table.
Please let Kate Hicks know if you have any questions:




Caring for Creation

Pollinators: The Unsung Heroes of Our Ecosystem
Why They Matter and How You Can Help :
Pollinators—bees, butterflies, birds, bats, and even beetles—play §&
a crucial role in our environment and food supply. Pollinators di-
rectly affect 35% of global food production by helping plants re-
produce, ensuring the growth of fruits, vegetables, nuts, and flow-
ers that sustain wildlife and humans alike. Without pollinators,
food prices would skyrocket due to decreased crop yields and the
need for artificial pollination. Unfortunately, pollinators face se-
vere challenges like habitat loss, pesticide exposure, climate
change, and diseases. Bees, for example, have experienced sig-
nificant declines, affecting both agriculture and biodiversity. But
there's good news! Supporting pollinators through conservation
efforts and sustainable practices is essential for a balanced,
thriving planet. You can make a difference right in your own backyard!

How to Promote Pollinators

1. Plant Native Flowers—Native plants provide the best food and habitat for local pollinators. Choose a variety
that blooms throughout the seasons to provide a consistent food source. If you need help identifying native
plants, try https://nativeplantfinder.nwf.org/Plants

2. Reduce Pesticide Use—Opt for natural pest control methods or pollinator-friendly products to prevent harm to
these essential creatures.

3. Create Pollinator-Friendly Spaces—Whether it's a full garden or a few potted plants, offering shelter and nour-
ishment helps pollinators thrive.

4. Support Local Farms & Conservation Efforts—Purchasing locally sourced food and supporting conservation
groups helps protect pollinator habitats.

5. Educate & Advocate—Share knowledge with friends, neighbors, and community members. Encouraging local
policies that protect pollinators makes a wider impact.

How to Plant a Pollinator Garden

1. Choose a Sunny Spot—Pollinators love bright, open areas with plenty of sunlight.

2. Select Diverse, Native Plants—Include flowers of different shapes, colors, and bloom times to attract various
pollinators.

3. Provide Water Sources—A shallow dish with fresh water and stones for resting helps pollinators stay hydrated.

4. Avoid Hybrid or Sterile Plants—These often produce less nectar and pollen, limiting food for pollinators.

5. Let Your Garden Be a Little Wild - Allow plants to grow naturally, avoid excessive trimming, and leave some
bare ground for nesting bees.

With a little effort, we can support pollinators and ensure a healthy, thriving ecosystem. Ready to start your polli-
nator-friendly garden?

Join the movement—plant for pollinators and protect our planet!

Appalachia Service Project

Our ASP mission trip is scheduled for July 13-18, 2025. Do you have a heart
M. and passion for service? There are a few spots open so if you or your child (9t
-4 grade in 2025 and above) are interested, please reach out to our ASP Leader
Jodi O’Neill (oneillsinvf@comcast.net) or (610) 716-6644. If you can’t go on
,the mission trip, please continue to support our team with your prayers and
inancial contributions through direct donation or ASP Fundraisers. ASP
Appalachia Service Project) is a Christian, non-profit home repair organization
that utilizes volunteers to perform free home repair and replacement for fami-
. lies living in substandard housing or families affected by a disaster in the Appa-
lachian region. To find out more visit www.asphome.org .
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Bible In A Year Reading Plan

YEAR
ONLINE
June
Old Testament New Testament Psalm Proverbs
O 01 2Samuel 18:1-19:10 John 20:1-31 Psalm 119:153-176  Proverbs 16:14-15
O 02 2Samuel 19:11-20:13 John 21:1-25 Psalm 120:1-7 Proverbs 16:16-17
O 03 2Samuel 20:14-21:22 Acts 1:1-26 Psalm 121:1-8 Proverbs 16:18
O 04 2Samuel22:1-23:23 Acts 2:1-47 Psalm 122:1-9 Proverbs 16:19-20
O 05 2Samuel 23:24-24:25 Acts 3:1-26 Psalm 123:1-4 Proverbs 16:21-23
O 06 1Kings1:1-53 Acts 4:1-37 Psalm 124:1-8 Proverbs 16:24
O 07 1Kings2:1-3:2 Acts 5:1-42 Psalm 125:1-5 Proverbs 16:25
O 08 1Kings3:3-4:34 Acts 6:1-15 Psalm 126:1-6 Proverbs 16:26-27
O 09 1Kings5:1-6:38 Acts 7:1-29 Psalm 127:1-5 Proverbs 16:28-30
O 10 1Kings7:1-51 Acts 7:30-50 Psalm 128:1-6 Proverbs 16:31-33
O 11 1Kings#8:1-66 Acts 7:51-8:13 Psalm 129:1-8 Proverbs 17:1
0O 12 1Kings9:1-10:29 Acts 8:14-40 Psalm 130:1-8 Proverbs 17:2-3
O 13 1Kings11:1-12:19 Acts 9:1-25 Psalm 131:1-3 Proverbs 17:4-5
O 14 1Kings12:20-13:34 Acts 9:26-43 Psalm 132:1-18 Proverbs 17:6
O 15 1Kings 14:1-15:24 Acts 10:1-23 Psalm 133:1-3 Proverbs 17:7-8
O 16 1Kings 15:25-17:24 Acts 10:24-48 Psalm 134:1-3 Proverbs 17:9-11
0O 17 1Kings 18:1-46 Acts 11:1-30 Psalm 135:1-21 Proverbs 17:12-13
O 18 1Kings 19:1-21 Acts 12:1-23 Psalm 136:1-26 Proverbs 17:14-15
O 19 1Kings 20:1-21:29 Acts 12:24-13:15 Psalm 137:1-9 Proverbs 17:16
O 20 1Kings22:1-53 Acts 13:16-41 Psalm 138:1-8 Proverbs 17:17-18
0O 21 2Kings 1:1-2:25 Acts 13:42-14:7 Psalm 139:1-24 Proverbs 17:19-21
O 22 2Kings 3:1-4:17 Acts 14:8-28 Psalm 140:1-13 Proverbs 17:22
O 23 2Kings 4:18-5:27 Acts 15:1-35 Psalm 141:1-10 Proverbs 17:23
O 24 2Kings 6:1-7:20 Acts 15:36-16:15 Psalm 142:1-7 Proverbs 17:24-25
O 25 2Kings 8:1-9:13 Acts 16:16-40 Psalm 143:1-12 Proverbs 17:26
O 26 2Kings 9:14-10:31 Acts 17:1-34 Psalm 144:1-15 Proverhs 17:27-28
0O 27 2Kings 10:32-12:21 Acts 18:1-22 Psalm 145:1-21 Proverbs 18:1
O 28 2Kings 13:1-14:29 Acts 18:23-19:12 Psalm 146:1-10 Proverbs 18:2-3
O 29 2Kings 15:1-16:20 Acts 19:13-41 Psalm 147:1-20 Proverbs 18:4-5
O 30 2Kings17:1-18:12 Acts 20:1-38 Psalm 148:1-14 Proverbs 18:6-7

https://bibleinayearonline.com

The One Year® Bible Reading Plan. Copyright & 1985, 1986, 1987, 1989, 1991, 1996, 2004, Tyndale House Publizshers.

Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers. All rights reserved.



People of God Involved in God’s Work
June Worship Staff

Acolyte
1 Adeline McCabe

8 Grace Supplee

15 TBD
22 TBD
29 Lhotse Durflinger
Altar Guild
1 Nancy Cressman & Janet Ertell

8 Donna Anderson & Cathy Garrett
15 Andrea Hart & Jean Herbranson
22 Betty Hans & Jean Herbranson
29 Nancy Cressman & Cathy Garrett
Assisting Minister

1 Ron Stevens

8 Bill Starling
15 Deb Ahola
22 Walt Deichmann
29 Tom Snyder
Bread Bakers

8 Kate Hicks
14 Rich Latella
29 Jeanne Schanzenbach

Communion Assistant/Lector

1 Annaliese Duerr/Lynn Titus
8 Mitch Reading
15 Nancy Cressman

22 Lynn Titus
29 Mimi Woods

Counters
1 Jack & Janet Ertell; Donna Anderson
8 Heather Yonosh & Jeanne Schanzenbach

15 Mary Heiser; Mike & Cathy Kahl
22 Stephen & Jen Drewes
29 Mary Heiser, Kevin Gallagher & Don Bechtel
Evening Light Assistant
7 Buzz Hadfield
14 Toni Hadfield
21 Sandy Momyer
28 TBD
Lock-up
1 Marc Staudenmaier
8 Jeanne Schanzenbach
15 Mike Kanhl
22 Kate Hicks
29 Marc Staudenmaier
Stream Team
1 Nils Aho & Aimee Hillegas
8 Josh Romano & Dale Herbranson
15 Aimee Hillegas & Paul Miller
22 Josh Romano & Paul Miller
29 Aimee Hillegas & Paul Miller

Ushers
1 Don Titus & Donna Anderson
8 Sue Starling & Dick Kunsch
15 Mike & Cathy Kahl
22 Diane Blattner & Cathy Garrett
29 Donna Anderson & Barry Church
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There are so many ways to use the gifts God has giv-
en you at St. John's! We always need:

e communion bread bakers

e ushers

e communion assistants/lectors

e assisting ministers

e live stream staff (“Stream Team”)
e committee members

e greeters

e teachers

e choir members

e drivers to bring shut-ins to worship
e Stephen Ministers

Please let Sonya Sowards know how you would like to
use your time and talent at St. John’s, and she will
put you in touch with the appropriate leader. Ministry
group leader names and committees can also be
found on the last page of this newsletter.

Sponsor Flowers, Bulletins & Vigil Candle
Members and friends are invited to sponsor the vigil
candle in memory of or in honor of loved ones. The
cost is $12 per month. You are also invited to offset
the cost of the weekly bulletins. That cost is $20 per
week. Our florist supplies flowers (visible on our live-
stream as well as in-person services) at $25 per vase
for a total of $50 for two. Contact Sonya Sowards for
available months and dates and to specify the occa-
sion, or you can use the sign-up sheets on the hall-
way bulletin board. Thank you!




June 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Sam Holy 10:15am Staff 10:30a WELCA 7pm Alanon 6:30pm Kiwanis Pride festival
Communion- 11am Alanon Family 6pm Cadette Girl 7pm Naranon 5pm Evening Light
Graduation Sunday Group Scouts 7:30pm Adult {(w/communion})
6pm Cadette Troop 6:30pm Faith Handbells 7pm Alcoholics
#42024 Formation Committee Anonymous
7pm Property
7pm Stephen Ministry
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9am Holy 11am Alanon Family 6:30pm Parents' Grief | 6pm Girl Scouts #473 | 7pm Naranon 9am VBS Set-Up Day
Ct_:)mmunlon-Ffentecost Group Group ?pm Alanon ﬁpm E\I'ening nght
with oo.nﬂrmatlon 2pm Blood Drive 6:30pm Welcoming (w/communion)
3pm Girl Scouts 7pm Church Council Team 7pm Alcoholics
Anonymous
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9am Holy Communion | 9am VBS 9am VBS Circle deadline 9am VBS St. Peter's lunch 5pm Evening Light
11am Alanon Family 9am VBS 6:30pm Kiwanis 9am VBS (w/communion)
Group 7pm Alanon 7pm Naranon 7pm Alcoholics
5pm Stewardship 8:15pm Maranon Anonymous
Committee Support
7pm Green Team
7pm Stephen Ministry
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9am Holy Communion | 11am Alanon Family 10:30am WELCA 7pm Alanon 7pm Naranon 5pm Evening Light
2pm Phoenixville Group 7pm Fellowship (w/communion)
Juneteenth 7pm Finance Committee 7pm Alcoholics
Celebration Committee Anonymous
29 30 1 2 3 4 5
9am Holy Communion | 11am Alanon Family 6:30pm Faith 7pm Alanon 6:30pm Kiwanis 12pm Zimmermann
Group Formation Committee 7pm Naranon gathering
5pm Evening Light
(w/communion)
7pm Alcoholics
Anonymous
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 3 & T
Dax Kunsch's birthday | DIk RImnot's birhday | Dan Free's birthday Bl and Sue Staring's | Derek and Carlla Austin Starling's My NINess's
Dol Sfrunk's birday | Paul Mibars birthday lan Kramer's tithday | 3nniversany Cars anniversary birthday airtnday
Mark Wallaca's Mitch and Erea
Dlrthday Reading's anniversany
Tyler Spaakers
nirthday
8 =] 0 1 12 13 14
Al gal GPEGKEI'“S Colien Bom :]EI'gEI"E Annallese Dusms Slake GoodharTs Danlel Free Jr.'s Sraeden Hawlkins's
pirtnday mirthday mirthday nirfthaay pirthday nirthday
Marc and Laura Mike and Cathy Kahl's | Carson Mefton's
Staudenmalars anniversary nirthday
anniversary
13 16 17 18 19 20 21
Jessica Kramers EE:H}' Siewens's 'vlarya'mE Mara's Donna E'\elﬂrger's [t _ED"IQ'E- b 't"lda.:f' Erncoke Fres's I:-Inrdaj' Joan Canl's :I||'ﬂ'l:-3:f'
birnday irtnaday airinaay birtnaay Jonn Riley's birthday | Rlc and Mindy June Henzle's birhday
Ded Ahoia's birthday Kevin Gallaghers KIEMers aNVemsary | weyin and Kelly
Elleen Kruagars mrthday Gallaghers
birthday annivessary
Marlo Walls and
Couriney Morgan's
E'II'ITI'E'E-EFT
Sandy Momyer's
wirthday
Val Kramers bl't"lﬂa:f'
22 23 24 23 26 T 28
Dan and Erooke John Westerman's Don and Lynn Thus's | Carol Renningers A_J. Crouthamels Dana Delchmann’s
Free's annivarsary irthday annkiarsary birthday nirthday birthday
Taylor MeGoldrick's Donna Pagsurs Ewvan Aha's birthday Dawid and Raobin Elke Rimmots brthday
birthday nirthday Mark and Sarah Frees's anniversary
Blatinars a'1nr.'|:—'s-ar:.' Miks and Daan
Tim Baoinchak's Platchel’s anniversary
birthday
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51, John's Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Minutes

April 14, 2025
Council Member Name | Pres/Exc/ | Committee Assigned = erm | Term
Coosowonieo ool orAbsenti] oo i o ei o 1 q)2 L Ends
John Dorward (President) Present Executive 1 2/2028
Mare Staudenmaiar (VP) Present Stewardship, Executive 1 2/2026
Sue Starling {Secretary) Present Executive 2 2/2027
lanet Gerner Present Social Ministry 2 212026
Dale Herbranson Present Electronics, Columbarium, Exec 2 2/2026
At-Large Member
Kate Hicks Present Faith Formation, Welcoming 1 212027
Aimee Hillegas Present Green Team 2 2/2027
Mike Kahl Present Praperty 2 212028
Kyle Oszeyczik Prasent Property 1 2/2027
Jeanne Schanzenbach Present Finance, Exec At-Large Member 1 212026
Backy Stevens Present Woarship and Music L 2/2028
Rachel Zimmearmann Present Fellowship 1 2/2028
Fastor Russ FPresent n/a N
Guests:
Sonya Sowards Present n/a
| Tomn Snyder Present nfa

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by John. John led with an opening devotion.

Prior Meeting Minutes
03/10/25 Couneil Minutasg:
Motion by Pastor, second by Becly to accept the minutes; motion carried.

Staff Reports -
Maotion by Kate, second by Mike to accept Staff reports; motion carried.

Committee Reports
Finance Committee meeting minutes of 03/24/25.
1. Finance Ask - Finance strongly recommends Council move forward with the task force recommmendations.
a  Metwith Columbarium Committae — they agreed to the task force recommendation.
o Jeanne presented a motion from the Finance Committee/Finance Task Force that existing Funds |l -
Wl {consisting of 14 separate funds) be reallocated to four surviving funds as follows:
» Capital iImprovement Reserve Fund
* Qutreach Fund
» 5t John's Investment Fund {SIIF)
+ Scholarship Fund
with the allocation of existing assets to be determined by the Finance Committee, Each of those
funds will be invested in an appropriate investmeant strategy as determined by the Finance
Committee. Further, the annual earnings from the SHF will be allocated to the operating budget,
Capital Improvement Reserve Fund and the SJIF at the discretion of the Finance Committee. Dale
saconded the motion. Motion carried.
2. Finance Ask - Ask Audit Task Force to review the last two full years (underway - see Old Business Audit
Committee update).

Motion by Kyle to approve the Finance report; Marc seconded; motion carried.

Council reviewed the following Committee Reports:
+ Electronics Committee from 03/23/25 — accepted as written,

10



+  Faith Formation from 04/01/25 - accepted as written.
+ Property Committee from 04/07/25 - accepted as written.
o Vote was taken via email on a motion to approve the roofing contract; motion carried
unanimaously.
*  ‘Worship and Music Committee from 03/23/25 - accepted as written,
= Social Ministry Committee from 04/02/25 — accepted as written.
s Fellowship Committes from 03/25/25 - accepted as written.
o  Columbarium Committee - did not meet,
« Executive Committee — did not meet.
« Stewardship Committes from 03/17/25 - accepted as written.
s Welcome Team Coemmittee frorm 03/11/25 and 04/08/25 - accepted as written.
¢ (Green Team - did not meet.

Motion by Becky, second by Marc to accept committee reports; motion carried.

Old Business

Lock-Up signup
Audit Committee — Dave Schumacher, Heather Yonish, Sean Lockett
o Jeanne - audit actions are underway; they are reviewing two years. Jeanne will ask them for a report
for next Council meeting.
Muhlenberg Parish update — no recent meatings through Lent.
Finance Fund Task Force - Addressed in Finance Committee.
Update on Director of Children, Youth and Famity Ministry position - have one candidate, and completed
first interview. Second interview is scheduled.
Reconeiling in Christ congregation update — reconcilingworks.org.

o Racheldid some initial research. Concern over costs involved — website indicated a ‘meaningful’
contribution {s required. Reached out to multiple churches, donations varied but none over a few
hundred annually.

o Rachel also locked at the steps involved, and nothing looked egregious. Generally a two-yeat
process to get through and become an ‘official’ RIC congregation.

o Next steps - Rachelwill reach out to other churches/pastors to see how they got it started, and
garnered input from their congregations.

Roof repair update - contract was finalized and signed. Work is due to begin in May and is estimated to take
three weeks to complete. An initial deposit is due, and the remainder will be billed as complated.
Committee is working on multiple fundraisers, and will also have a congregational ask presentad at an
upcoming service,

Circle of Life Endowment Fund - need to re-form the committee. Jeanne will discuss with Finance for next
Council meeting.

New Business

Mo now business was discussed.

John adjourned the meeting by decree at 8:27.

Mext regutar meeting is May 12, 2025,

Respectfully submitted,

Sue Starling

Church Council Secretary
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Guidelines for Submission of Articles for
St. John’s Communications

Submissions to the Parish Administrator for inser-
tion in St. John’s communications may include
worship, faith formation, social justice, music and
community events, and any items directly related
to St. John’s mission of “Living, growing & sharing
in God'’s love through Jesus Christ.” Submissions
received by Monday at 11:00 a.m. will be included
in the following Sunday’s bulletin. Later submis-
sions will appear in the following week’s bulletin.
All submissions are also included in all other appli-
cable forms of communication (email, social me-
dia, website, slides, etc.) as soon as possible after
receipt.

Submissions for The Circle newsletter are due on
the 18t of every month (except July). Submis-
sions received after this deadline may appear in
other applicable St. John’s communications and in
the following month’s newsletter.

When submitting articles, please include complete
information such as date, time, location, and how
to sign up for events (including links and QR codes
to forms). Images are welcome but should be
photos taken around St. John’s or posters created
by the submitter—not stock images or any images
downloaded from the Internet which St. John’s is

not licensed to use.

If you have any questions about St. John’s com-
munications, please contact our administrator,
Sonya Sowards, at office@stjohnphoenixville.org
or (610) 933-3947 ext. 2.

Donating Stock to St. John's
One of the many ways to financially
support St. John’s is through the dona-
tion of stock. Donating appreciated
stock will benefit the church and pro-
vide a potential tax benefit to the do-
nor. For stock that has been held for
more than a year and has appreciated
in value, one can take a charitable
deduction based on the stock's fair
market value on the day of donation.
Additionally, making such a donation
will avoid capital gains taxes on the
increased value of the stock. If inter-
ested in donating stock to St. John’s,
contact our Church Treasurer, Shirley

Platzer, at (484) 938-7763.

Income:

Other Income

Expenses

Income (Deficit)
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Kid-Friendly Worship Resources
We have children’s worship bags available to
use during services.

We also have children’s bulletins/activity
sheets available on the “triangle table.”

The nursery is open on Sunday mornings dur-
ing church for children who may need a break/
extra care/etc.

Please ask an usher for help finding these re-
sources! We welcome and celebrate all the
ways children participate in our community.

Communion Records and Prayer Requests

RECORD OF COMMURION AND/OR PRAYER REQUEST Our ConStItUtlon de_

Envelope Giving $

e ok commnion (Gt & fines members eligi-
ble to vote at regular
meetings of the
church as those who
“shall have com-
muned in this con-
gregation and shall
have made a contri-
bution of record” in the calendar year. Your contribution
is recorded when it includes your name and/or envelope
number. To ensure that your communion is recorded,
please fill out the “Record of Communion and/or Prayer
Request” card at least once a year. Communion cards
can be found in the pew racks at the end of each pew.
The card may also be used for prayer requests, address
changes, questions, or comments. If you are worshiping
exclusively from home, please contact Sonya Sowards

with prayer requests and worship dates.

O Pm a visitor

Name(s):

New or change in contact info? If so, print corrected information below:

Prayer request(s):

Please place this card in the offering plate or hand it in on the triangle
Kiosk in the narthex (lobby) when you leave. THANKS!

Summary Financial Report as of April 30, 2025

Monthly Year-to-Date
Budget Actual Budget Actual
29,202 $ 26,079 $ 116,806 $ 130,343
3,833 981 15,333 6,581
$ 33,035 $ 27,060 $ 132140 $ 136,924
$ 40,174 $ 35,548 $ 160,695 $ 153,222
$ (7,139) $ (8,488) $ (28,555) $ (16,298)

Two-Liter Soda Containers Needed

Please save straight-sided two-liter soda bottles and place in the
marked box in the glass entryway. Altar Guild will cut them to size and
add tape to cover the cut edge so they can be used as take-home con-
tainers for altar flowers. Thank you!


mailto:office@stjohnphoenixville.org

St. John’s Lutheran Church

355 St. John’s Circle
Phoenixville, PA 19460
(610) 933-3947

www.stjohnluthphoenixville.org
E-mail: office@stjohnphoenixville.org

CHURCH STAFF

Lead Pastor
The Rev. K. Russell Crouthamel
Pastoral Associate:

The Rev. Thomas Kochenderfer, Jr.

Director of Music:
F. Thomas Snyder lll
Organist & Pianist:
John A. Quinn lll
Parish Administrator:
Sonya K. Sowards
Sexton:
Mark Yanchek, Jr.
Nursery Coordinator:
Arlene Hudak

CHURCH COUNCIL

President:
John Dorward
Vice President:
Marc Staudenmaier
Secretary:

Sue Starling
Treasurer:
Shirley Platzer
Assistant Treasurer:
Don Titus

Financial Recording Secretary:

Mary Heiser
Fund 3 Secretary:
Kevin Gallagher
Executive Committee:
Dale Herbranson
Jeanne Schanzenbach

Other Members of Council:

Mike Kahl

Janet Gerner

Kyle Oszeyczik

Aimee Hillegas
Kate Hicks

Rachel Zimmermann
Becky Stevens

Stephen Ministry Leader:
Linda Landis — (610) 933-9544

COMMITTEES

Columbarium:
Bill Starling, Chair
Dale Herbranson, Council Rep.

Electronics:
Bill Schoellkopf, Chair
Dale Herbranson, Council Rep.

Executive:
Marc Staudenmaier, Chair

Faith Formation:
Erica Reading, Chair
Kate Hicks, Council Reps.

Fellowship:
Sandra Zimmermann, Chair

Rachel Zimmermann, Council Rep.

Finance:
Jack Ertell, Chair
Jeanne Schanzenbach
Council Rep.

Green Team
Aimee Hillegas, Council Rep.

Mutual Ministry:
Kyle Oszeyczik, Council Rep.

Property:
Bobbi Riley, Chair
Mike Kahl, Council Rep.
Kyle Oszeyczik, Council Rep.

Social Ministry:

Janet Gerner, Chair & Council Rep.

Stewardship:
Marc Staudenmaier, Council Rep.

Welcoming Team:
Kate Hicks, Chair & Council Rep.

Worship and Music:
Jean Herbranson, Chair
Becky Stevens, Council Rep.

Office Assistants:
June Henzie
Joan Carl
Pat Renninger

The Circle Editor:
Sonya K. Sowards

Photos from iStock, Lightstock,
and Unsplash

New Members
Kevin, Mary, Ada & Elise Martin
May 18, 2025

Inside this issue:

Pastor’s Note / Pentecost 1
VBS / WELCA / Judy Wol- 2
stenholme / Summer Music

St. John’s Choir & Friends Con- 3
cert / Roof Appeal

Muhlenberg Parish Blood Drive 4
Matuor Alier / Pridefest 5
Caring for Creation / Appalachia 6
Service Project

Bible Reading Plan 7
June Worship Assistants / Use 8

Your Gifts / Sponsor Flowers /
Bulletins & Vigil Candle

Calendars 9
Council Minutes 10-11
St. John’s Info 12
Church leaders / credits cover



St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
355 St. John’s Circle
Phoenixville, PA 19460-2582

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
(610) 933-3947
www.stjohnluthphoenixville.org

0G0 o

E-mail: office@stjohnphoenixville.org
office hours 9-3 M, T, Th & 9-12 W,F (barring exceptions)
please call for appointments with staff members
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Worship Schedule

Saturdays
5 p.m. Evening Light with Holy Communion

Sundays
10:15 a.m. Holy Communion
(fall, winter and spring)
9:00 a.m. Holy Communion

(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day)
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