
  

The Circle 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

It seems like each passing day brings more news of uncertainty and fear and violence in the world. I 

recently saw a meme online that said, “I don’t want to live in unprecedented times any more. I want to 

go back to living in precedented times.” But even in these unprecedented, uncertain, and sometimes 

scary times, St. John’s is still doing our best to live out our mission statement of “Living, Growing, and 

Sharing in God’s love through Jesus Christ.”  

 

As I write this, we’re in the middle of Vacation Bible School. The VBS team has been hard at work, not 

just in the past week, but also in the weeks and months leading up to VBS: preparing snacks, setting 

up crafts, creating sets and props and scavenger hunt items for the VBS campers to find, and helping 

72 children (some from St. John’s, but many from the Phoenixville community) to learn about God’s 

love and to grow in faith. 

 

In a few weeks, we’ll be sending a team to serve on the Appalachian Service Project, to spend a week 

working to make houses in Appalachia warmer, dryer, and safer, and to work with the people in those 

communities to do so. The ASP team will go and will share God’s love with the communities that they 

serve.  

 

And those are just the big-name events that we’ll do, and just the ones that we’ll do over the summer. 

There are countless other things that we all do, each of us as individuals and all of us together as a 

congregation, to live, and grow, and share in God’s love. God has blessed us greatly, with all kinds of 

gifts and in all kinds of ways. And as we gather for worship, as we study God’s word together during 

Sunday school and Bible studies, as we serve others in our communities and in the wider world, we get 

to use those gifts that God has given us, to love God and to love our neighbors, and to live, grow, and 

share in God’s love in Jesus Christ.  

 

I’m excited to see the ways that we’ve already lived into our mission as St. John’s Lutheran Church, 

and I’m looking forward to all of us together finding new ways to live it out, even in these unprecedent-

ed times that we’re living in. 

 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Russ 
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I want to say “thank you” to 

Tom Snyder for having the 

members of St. John’s sing 

“Happy Birthday” to us.  That 

was a very nice surprise!  

Thank you again—Joan Carl 

Thank you to Joan Wilson for 

the birthday card and 

delicious strawberry cre me 

cupcake.  It was wonderful 

and large—so good!  Thank 

you again.  Fondly—Joan Carl 

Congratulations to our 2025 confirmands--Emerson 

Paige Carr, Peyton DeWolf, Chloe Elizabeth Kunsch, Ade-

line Jeanne McCabe, and Gracie Ann Themens!  

St. John's & Centennial joined together to celebrate 

Pride in Phoenixville on June 7th. We handed out litera-

ture, water and treats to festival-goers.  

Thanks for a great Vacation 

Bible School to all our road 

trippers and volunteers!! 

Dear St. John’s Lutheran Church: 

Thank you for your generous gift of $1,500 to minis-

tries of the ELCA through ELCA Good Gifts.  You make 

God’s love real. 

With gratitude, 

Rachel Wind 
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WELCA met on June 3rd to help get things ready for 

VBS.  It is always a fun time and a great way to 

spend a morning with friends, enjoy fellowship, and 

help prepare for VBS. 

 

WELCA is hosting two "Movie Mornings" this sum-

mer.  Sunday, July 27th and Sunday, August 

24th.  The movies will begin after worship around 

10:30 a.m. in our Fireside Room.   Both movies will 

be of Sight and Sound productions.   Watch the bul-

letin and weekly announcements for featured titles. 

 

Although WELCA will not meet in July or August our 

collections continue.  Redner's tapes may be placed 

in the bin in the narthex.  Other collection items in-

clude:  

•    greeting cards, tablets, stickers, 

•    travel size toiletries (toothbrushes,    

•    toothpaste, shampoo, soaps, body wash, shower gel, mouthwash, body lotion, etc .) 

•    puzzle books, children's books, etc. 

Book Club 
For the last several years, the Sunday Morning Book 

Club has met monthly during the summer--but not on 

Sunday mornings! 

 

Our June meeting was on June 24th, hosted by Susan 

Schumacher and the book she chose was "The Seed 

Keeper" by Diane Wilson. Our July meeting will be at 

6:30 p.m. on July 23rd at St. John's, hosted by Faye Do-

novan and the title is "The Stranger in the Lifeboat" by 

Mitch Albom. The August meeting is yet to be decided, 

but we are looking forward to our first book for Septem-

ber which will be "The Heaven and Earth Grocery Store" 

by James McBride.  For more details, contact Jean Her-

branson at deherb@juno.com.  

Appalachia Service Project 
Our ASP mission trip is scheduled for July 13-18, 2025.  Do you have a 

heart and passion for service?  There are a few spots open so if you or your 

child (9th grade in 2025 and above) are interested, please reach out to our 

ASP Leader Jodi O’Neill (oneillsinvf@comcast.net) or (610) 716-6644.  If you 

can’t go on the mission trip, please continue to support our team with your 

prayers and financial contributions through direct donation or ASP Fundrais-

ers.  ASP (Appalachia Service Project) is a Christian, non-profit home repair 

organization that utilizes volunteers to perform free home repair and re-

placement for families living in substandard housing or families affected by 

a disaster in the Appalachian region.  To find out more visit 

www.asphome.org . 

Summer Music 
Vocal soloists, pianists, and instrumentalists young and old(er) are invited to share their talents (either up front 

or from the balcony) as part of our summer worship.  Warm up those vocal chords, tickle the ivories, and dust 

off your instruments to praise the Lord!  For more information or to schedule a date in July and August contact 

Tom Snyder, Director of Music, ftsiii@gmail.com. 

mailto:deherb@juno.com
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Caring for Creation:  

What We Can Do at St. John’s  
Caring for God’s creation is an ever-evolving topic in this world, especially 

with each new natural or human made disaster.  As stewards of this 

world, we are called to care for the earth and examine our behaviors to-

ward creation.  While we need to take from the land for food and sustainability, we also need to be careful that we 

maintain good stewardship and do not exploit the wonderful things the earth provides.  
 

Used Shoe Collection 
Our Green Team is partnering with Keystone Green to collect used sneakers and shoes which will be picked up at 

St. John’s and sent to developing countries. In turn, Keystone Green will compensate St. John’s for the shoes and 

the monies will be used for additional “Green Projects.”  

 

By recycling textiles and shoes, Keystone Green helps reduce the amount of 

clothing and shoes that end up in landfills, which is significant since Americans 

throw away nearly 85% of their clothes and shoes. The collected items are either 

donated to local non-profits or sent to developing countries where there is a high 

demand for used clothing and shoes  

 

You’ll find this container in the glass entrance way by Kley Hall. Bring your clean, 

dry sneakers and shoes (no high heels) and support the Green Team’s mission of 

“Caring for Creation.” 

There are so many ways to use the gifts 

God has given you at St. John's!  We al-

ways need: 

• communion bread bakers 

• ushers 

• communion assistants/lectors 

• assisting ministers 

• live stream staff (“Stream Team”) 

• committee members 

• greeters 

• teachers  

• choir members 

• drivers to bring shut-ins to worship 

• Stephen Ministers 

Please let Sonya Sowards know how you 

would like to use your time and talent at 

St. John’s, and she will put you in touch 

with the appropriate leader. Ministry 

group leader names and committees can 

also be found on the last page of this 

newsletter. 

http://www.gokeystonegreen.com/about-us/
http://www.gokeystonegreen.com/about-us/
http://www.gokeystonegreen.com/about-us/
http://www.gokeystonegreen.com/about-us/
http://www.gokeystonegreen.com/about-us/
http://www.gokeystonegreen.com/about-us/
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People of God Involved in God’s Work 
Summer Worship Staff 

Acolyte 

July 

  6 TBD 

13 TBD 

20 Madelyn Hicks 

27 TBD 

August 

  3 Lhötse Durflinger 

10 TBD 

17 Madelyn Hicks 

24 TBD 

31 TBD 

Altar Guild 

July 

  6 Nancy Cressman & Jean Herbranson 

13 Cathy Garrett & Jean Herbranson 

20 Andrea Hart & Jean Herbranson 

27 Betty Hans & Jean Herbranson 

August 

  3 Cathy Garrett & Janet Ertell  

10 Cathy Garrett & Jean Herbranson 

17 Nancy Cressman & Betty Hans 

24 Betty Hans & Jean Herbranson 

31 Jean Herbranson 

Assisting Minister 

July 

  6 Deb Ahola 

13 Bill Starling 

20 Ron Stevens 

27 Mimi Woods 

August 

  3 Deb Ahola 

10 Ron Stevens 

17 Deb Ahola 

24 Tom Snyder 

31 Mimi Woods 

Communion Assistant/Lector 

July 

  6 Lynn Titus 

13 Walt Deichmann 

20 Walt Deichmann 

27  Chloe Kunsch 

August 

  3 Lynn Titus 

10 Mimi Woods 

17 Chloe Kunsch 

24 Bill Starling 

31 Nancy Cressman 

Counters 

July 

  6 Jack & Janet Ertell 

13 Heather Yonosh & Jeanne Schanzenbach 

20 Mary Heiser; Mike & Cathy Kahl 

27 Stephen & Jen Drewes 

August 

  3 Jack & Janet Ertell 

10 Heather Yonosh & Jeanne Schanzenbach 

17 Mary Heiser; Mike & Cathy Kahl 

24 Stephen & Jen Drewes 

31 Mary Heiser, Kevin Gallagher & Don Bechtel 

Evening Light Assistant 

July 

  5 Sandy Momyer 

12 Buzz Hadfield 

19 TBD 

26 TBD 

August 

  2 Sandy Momyer 

  9 Toni Hadfield 

16 TBD 

23 Shirley Platzer 

30 Sandy Momyer 

Lock-up 

July 

  6 John Dorward 

13 Jeanne Schanzenbach 

20 Kate Hicks 

27 Kyle Oszeyczik 

August 

  3 Marc Staudenmaier 

10 Jeanne Schanzenbach 

17 Kate Hicks 

24 Sue Starling 

31 Kate Hicks 

Stream Team 

July 

  6 Aimee Hillegas & Paul Miller 

13 Josh Romano & Paul Miller 

20 Nils Aho & Dale Herbranson 

27 Aimee Hillegas & Paul Miller 

August 

  3 Josh Romano & Dale Herbranson 

10 Aimee Hillegas & Paul Miller 

17 Nils Aho & Paul Miller 

24 Josh Romano & Dale Herbranson 

31 Aimee Hillegas & Paul Miller 

Ushers 

July 

  6 Don Titus & Cathy Garrett 

13 Sue Starling & Nancy Cressman 

20 Mike & Cathy Kahl 

27 Donna Anderson & Barry Church 

August 

  3 Don Titus & Cathy Garrett 

10 Kevin & Kelly Gallagher 

17 Mike & Cathy Kahl 

24 Nancy Cressman & Sue Starling 

31 Donna Anderson & Barry Church 



 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

355 St. John’s Circle 

Phoenixville, PA 19460 

(610) 933-3947 

 
www.stjohnluthphoenixville.org 
E-mail: office@stjohnphoenixville.org 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Lead Pastor 

The Rev. K. Russell Crouthamel 

Pastoral Associate: 

The Rev. Thomas Kochenderfer, Jr. 

Director of Music: 

F. Thomas Snyder III 

Organist & Pianist: 

John A. Quinn III 

Parish Administrator: 
Sonya K. Sowards 

Sexton: 

Mark Yanchek, Jr. 

Nursery Coordinator: 

Arlene Hudak 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

President: 

John Dorward 

Vice President: 

Marc Staudenmaier 

Secretary: 

Sue Starling 

Treasurer: 

Shirley Platzer 

Assistant Treasurer: 

Don Titus 

Financial Recording Secretary: 

Mary Heiser 

Fund 3 Secretary: 

Kevin Gallagher 

Executive Committee: 

Dale Herbranson 

Jeanne Schanzenbach 

 

Other Members of Council: 

Mike Kahl 

Janet Gerner 

Kyle Oszeyczik 

Aimee Hillegas 

Kate Hicks 

Rachel Zimmermann 

Becky Stevens 

 

 

Stephen Ministry Leader: 

Linda Landis — (610) 933-9544  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEES 

 

Columbarium: 

Bill Starling, Chair 

Dale Herbranson, Council Rep. 

 

Electronics: 

Bill Schoellkopf, Chair 

Dale Herbranson, Council Rep. 

 

Executive: 

Marc Staudenmaier, Chair 

 

Faith Formation: 

Erica Reading, Chair 

Kate Hicks, Council Reps. 

 

Fellowship: 

Sandra Zimmermann, Chair 
Rachel Zimmermann, Council Rep. 

 

Finance: 

Jack Ertell, Chair 

Jeanne Schanzenbach 

Council Rep. 

 

Green Team 

Aimee Hillegas, Council Rep. 

 

Mutual Ministry: 

Kyle Oszeyczik, Council Rep. 

 

Property: 

Bobbi Riley, Chair 

Mike Kahl, Council Rep. 

Kyle Oszeyczik, Council Rep. 

 

Social Ministry: 

Janet Gerner, Chair & Council Rep. 

 

Stewardship: 

Marc Staudenmaier, Council Rep. 

 

Welcoming Team: 

Kate Hicks, Chair & Council Rep. 

 

Worship and Music: 

Jean Herbranson, Chair 

Becky Stevens, Council Rep. 

 

 

 

Office Assistants: 

June Henzie 

Joan Carl 

Pat Renninger 

 

The Circle Editor: 

Sonya K. Sowards 
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Baptism 

Peyton Leigh Hoff 

June 1, 2025 
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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(610) 933-3947 
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E-mail: office@stjohnphoenixville.org 

office hours 9-3 M,T,Th & 9-12 W,F (barring exceptions) 

please call for appointments with staff members 

A Caring, Sharing, Growing Congregation of the ELCA 

THE CIRCLE 

Worship Schedule 
 

Saturdays 

5 p.m. Evening Light with Holy Communion 
 

Sundays 

10:15 a.m. Holy Communion 

(fall, winter and spring) 

9:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day) 
Handicapped Accessible 

Summer 2025 


