
  

The Circle 

September 2025 

 

Friends in Christ, 

 

It has been an exciting summer at St. John’s!  In June, we led Vacation Bible School, where we got to share the 

Good News of God’s love for us with 72 VBS students, and more than a dozen youth and adult volunteers.  In 

July, a group from St. John’s went to West Virginia with the Appalachian Service Project, to share God’s love 

there.  And as August has wound down, we’ve been getting ready for the upcoming school year, and the new 

year of Sunday school and other programs and activities.  In the coming months, we have a lot of exciting oppor-

tunities to serve the church and our communities.  I’m going to highlight a few of those opportunities below.  

 

Rally Sunday is September 7th!  We’ll be celebrating the start of the new Sunday school year, introducing stu-

dents to teachers, and getting to know one another as we begin a new school year.  There will also be opportu-

nities for adults to learn more about our adult faith formation classes.  If you’re interested in being a part of any 

of those classes, please let me know.  In addition, I’m hoping to have one or two more confirmation guides to 

help with the confirmation class this year.  No prior experience is necessary; if you’re interested in the oppor-

tunity to help our middle-school-age members grow in faith this year, please let me know!  

 

The next week after Rally Sunday, St. John’s will be hosting a fundraising event called Raise the Roof!  We’ll be 

celebrating with a barbecue chicken dinner, silent auction, bake sale, and games and celebration as we work to 

raise the remainder of the funds needed to cover the cost of our new roof on the education wing of the church 

building.  It should be a lot of fun, and we hope you’ll join us!  

 

One of the other faith formation opportunities this fall is a class that I’ll be leading called “Lutheran 101.”  It’s a 

six-week look at what makes Lutherans, Lutheran.  It’s our official new-member class, but regardless of whether 

you’re new to the Lutheran kind of Christianity or whether you’ve been a part of a Lutheran church for as long as 

you can remember, I’ve done my best to make it interesting and educational.  Those classes are going to be 

Wednesday evenings on Zoom; if you’d like to be a part of them, please let me know, and I’ll get you the Zoom 

link!  

 

There are a lot of other things coming up, too, like the concert series, and the Red Cross blood drive that we’ll 

be hosting in October, and the Faith Formation group’s backpack kit drive for Lutheran World Relief, and lots of 

other events.  It’s going to be an exciting year at St. John’s, and I’m excited to be a part of it. I hope you will be 

too!  

 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Russ Return to Fall, Winter, Spring Schedule 

September 7th 10:15 a.m. 
Our Sunday morning service will return to the 10:15 

a.m. timeslot beginning on September 7th (the week-

end after Labor Day).  Please join us for worship at 

10:15 a.m. through May 17, 2026 (the weekend be-

fore Memorial Day). Faith formation classes for chil-

dren and adults begin at 9 a.m. on September 7th 

through May 17th.  Please join us! 
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Children’s Choir Returns This Fall! 
Following a long break I’m excited to announce the return of Children’s Choir! Ages are open as I’m gathering infor-

mation from parents for possible rehearsal days and times as well as the ages of interested kids.  In the past, with 

busy schedules, this group has rehearsed on Sunday mornings from 8:30-9:00 a.m. prior to faith formation clas-

ses. Other options might be Thursday before Children’s Bells, Wednesday before Adult Choir, or suggestions you 

might have.  YOUR FEEDBACK IS NEEDED. PLEASE RESPOND DIRECTLY TO ME:  Tom Snyder ftsiii@gmail.com. 

Rally Day 

September 7th @ 9 a.m. in Kley Hall 
Celebrate the start of Sunday school with a joyful morning of music and connec-

tion!  Families will join in Kley Hall before class to meet teachers, reconnect 

with friends, play a fun game, and hear about adult education opportunities.  

Bring your energy and your smiles—it’s going to be a joyful morning you won’t 

want to miss!  The Sunday school registration link is available here:  https://

bit.ly/sjlc-sunday-school-registration  

Adult Education Classes Resume on September 7th 
There are four great opportunities for adults to gather during the Sunday school 

hour from 9-10 a.m., beginning September 7th.  Learn a little, laugh a little, and 

get to know others in a relaxed setting. Everyone is welcome to join any of the 

following groups. 

 

Bible Study meets in 

the Fireside Room and 

is led by Linda Landis.  Studies this year will include 

Elizabeth and Anna, women of the Bible, the Marvel & 

Miracle of Advent, and a look at the book of Revelation.  

Faith Life, coordinated by Jack Ertell, is located in Meet-

ing Room 1 (to the left of the Kley Hall stage) and dis-

cusses current events and faith.  Jack often provides 

newspaper or magazine articles to spur discussions.  

Happy Hour is a casual group of (mostly) parents shar-

ing their lives and making friendships along the way.  

There is no set agenda from week to week and every-

one is welcome to join them in the Eisenhower Room.  

Mitch Reading is the contact person for the Happy Hour 

group.  The Sunday Morning Book Club meets in the Pastor's office and is coordinated by Jean Herbranson.  

Some books chosen for 2025-26 include "The Heaven and Earth Grocery Store,” "The Women,” "Remarkably 

Bright Creatures,” and "Fahrenheit 451.” 

mailto:ftsiii@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/sjlc-sunday-school-registration
https://bit.ly/sjlc-sunday-school-registration
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Rise Against Hunger 

September 7th  
A Rise Against Hunger meal packing event will take place on Sep-

tember 7th at Zion Lutheran Church (after a worship service at Cen-

tennial at 9:30 a.m.)  Fifty volunteers are needed to prep and pack 

meal packages which Rise Against Hunger will send to those in 

need.  If you are available to set up, package meals or help clean up 

after the event please register here:  https://riseagainsthunger.org/register/. 

“Raise the Roof” Potluck & Fundraiser 

Saturday, September 13th, 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Join us for a fun-filled community event to help raise funds for our new 

church roof!  Come and enjoy: 

 Delicious Chicken BBQ (with a potluck of side dishes) 

 Silent Auction with Great Items 

 Homemade Bake Sale 

 Yard Games for All Ages 

 Warm Fellowship and Good Company 

Everyone is encouraged to bring a side dish to compliment the chicken BBQ.  

Come hungry, come ready to play, and come with a giving heart.  All are wel-

come—let’s raise the roof together!  Sign up via the link in your weekly email 

or via the QR code in the bulletin  You can also call (not email) Sonya at (610) 933-3947 ext. 2 to sign up.  

Contact Marc Staudenmaier at marc.staudenmaier@gmail.com with questions. 

Women of the ELCA 

September 23rd @ 10:30 a.m. 
WELCA will hold its first meeting of the year 

on Tuesday,  September 23rd at 10:30 a.m.  

All women of St. John’s are invited to join us 

to enjoy fellowship and to share program and 

fundraising ideas. 

Join the Adult Choir 
Do you love to sing? Whether you’re a seasoned vocalist or 

just enjoy humming along to your favorite songs, we’d love to 

have you in our choir!  No audition required—just a love for 

music and a willing heart.  We rehearse Wednesdays at 7:30 

p.m. in Kley Hall.  Rehearsals begin on September 3rd.  Hope 

to see you then. 

To the congregation and members of St. John’s: 

I wanted to say thank you so much for this kind and generous 

[scholarship] award you have gifted me. This award will be a 

great help to me and my future. I truly cannot thank you 

enough. This church has meant the world to me for so many 

years, and this just proves how caring and loving our church is 

and I am so grateful to be a part of it all. 

Sincerely,  

Emily Birdsell 

Dear St. John’s: 

Thank you graciously for the wonderful schol-

arship.  It is an honor to be recognized for my 

hard work.  I appreciate your generosity and 

kindness. 

Sincerely, 

Jessica Goldberg 

https://riseagainsthunger.org/register/
mailto:marc.staudenmaier@gmail.com


5 



6 

St. John’s Little Free Library is stocked and ready for readers! 
Located in the Northeast corner of our playground, our Little Free Library was 

made possible through the actual library box donation by Valley Forge Chap-

ter, Daughters of the American Revolution, a book drive to stock it by Girl 

Scout Troop 41766, and the installation work by Girl Scout Troops 41441 and 

4041.  St. John’s wishes to extend our thanks to these organizations for mak-

ing our Little Free Library location possible. 

 

Little Free Library is a nonprofit organization based in St. Paul, Minnesota.  

Their mission is to be a catalyst for building community, inspiring readers, 

and expanding book access for all through a global network of volunteer-led 

Little Free Library book-exchange boxes.  Their vision is a Little Free Library in 

every community and a book for every reader.  People are empowered when 

the opportunity to discover a personally relevant book to read is not limited 

by time, space, or privilege. 

 

Take a Book.  Share a Book. 

Dear St. John’s Lutheran Church: 

Thank you so much for joining us in Fayette County in 

July!  We had such an amazing time getting to know 

each and every one of you.  You all went above and 

beyond to make this a successful week.  This crew 

was compassion, kind, hard-working, and positive.  We 

loved your interactions and the relationships that you 

made with the community, your homeowners, Garber 

Church, the staff, and each other.  It was clear that 

you were dedicated to your families and strived to 

make their homes warmer, safer and drier.  I am so 

glad you joined us and hope you enjoyed it as much as 

we did.  Continue to be the light that each of you are.  

The staff in Fayette will miss you! 

Blessings from your Fayette staffers, Anna, Mollie & 

Sarah from Appalachia Service Project 
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People of God Involved in God’s Work 
September Worship Staff 

Acolyte 

  7 Claire Gallagher 

14 TBD 

21 TBD 

28 TBD 

Altar Guild 

  7 Cathy Garrett & Janet Ertell 

14 Donna Anderson & Nancy Cressman 

21 Andrea Hart & Jean Herbranson 

28 Betty Hans & Jean Herbranson 

Assisting Minister 

  7 Ron Stevens 

14 Tom Snyder 

21 Mimi Woods 

28 Bill Starling 

Communion Assistant/Lector 

  7 Mimi Woods 

14 Nancy Cressman 

21 Mitch Reading 

28 Walt Deichmann 

Counters 

  7 Jack & Janet Ertell 

14 Heather Yonosh & Jeanne Schanzenbach 

21 Mary Heiser; Mike & Cathy Kahl 

28 Stephen & Jen Drewes 

Evening Light Assistant 

  6 TBD 

13 Sandra Momyer 

20 TBD 

27 Shirley Platzer 

Fellowship Time 

14 Worship & Music Committee 

Lock-up 

  7 Kyle Oszeyczik 

14 Jeanne Schanzenbach 

21 Kate Hicks 

28 John Dorward 

Stream Team 

  7 Dale Herbranson & Nils Aho 

14 Josh Romano & Paul Miller 

21 Aimee Hillegas & Paul Miller 

28 Dale Herbranson & Paul Miller 

Ushers 

  7 Dick Kunsch & Donna Anderson  

14 Nancy Cressman & Cathy Garrett 

21 Cathy & Mike Kahl 

28 Sue Starling & Barry Church 

Dear St. John’s members and friends: 

Thank you for all the cards and condolences I received after 

June’s death.  I still have them on my big hutch in the kitchen.  

I will miss her so much since we did so many things together. 

Fondly, Joan Carl 

Lutheran 101 Class 

begins September 3rd 

Pastor Russ will be teaching a six-week 

Bible study called "Lutheran 101" on 

Wednesday evenings from September 3rd 

through October 8th at 8 p.m. on Zoom.  

The class will look at Lutheran history and 

theology and talk about how Lutherans 

(and particularly St. John's Lutherans) live 

out our faiths in the 21st century.  Whether 

you're interested in becoming a member 

of St. John's, or you've been a member for 

a long time and are interested in learning 

more about what it means to be Lutheran, 

come join us!  Contact Pastor or Sonya for 

the Zoom link. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 

355 St. John’s Circle 

Phoenixville, PA 19460 

(610) 933-3947 

 
www.stjohnluthphoenixville.org 
E-mail: office@stjohnphoenixville.org 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Lead Pastor 

The Rev. K. Russell Crouthamel 

Pastoral Associate: 

The Rev. Thomas Kochenderfer, Jr. 

Director of Music: 

F. Thomas Snyder III 

Organist & Pianist: 

John A. Quinn III 

Parish Administrator: 
Sonya K. Sowards 

Sexton: 

Mark Yanchek, Jr. 

Nursery Coordinator: 

Arlene Hudak 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

President: 

John Dorward 

Vice President: 

Marc Staudenmaier 

Secretary: 

Sue Starling 

Treasurer: 

Shirley Platzer 

Assistant Treasurer: 

Don Titus 

Financial Recording Secretary: 

Mary Heiser 

Fund 3 Secretary: 

Kevin Gallagher 

Executive Committee: 

Dale Herbranson 

Jeanne Schanzenbach 

 

Other Members of Council: 

Mike Kahl 

Janet Gerner 

Kyle Oszeyczik 

Aimee Hillegas 

Kate Hicks 

Rachel Zimmermann 

Becky Stevens 

 

 

Stephen Ministry Leader: 

Linda Landis — (610) 933-9544  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEES 

 

Columbarium: 

Bill Starling, Chair 

Dale Herbranson, Council Rep. 

 

Electronics: 

Bill Schoellkopf, Chair 

Dale Herbranson, Council Rep. 

 

Executive: 

Marc Staudenmaier, Chair 

 

Faith Formation: 

Erica Reading, Chair 

Kate Hicks, Council Reps. 

 

Fellowship: 

Sandra Zimmermann, Chair 
Rachel Zimmermann, Council Rep. 

 

Finance: 

Jack Ertell, Chair 

Jeanne Schanzenbach 

Council Rep. 

 

Green Team 

Aimee Hillegas, Council Rep. 

 

Mutual Ministry: 

Kyle Oszeyczik, Council Rep. 

 

Property: 

Bobbi Riley, Chair 

Mike Kahl, Council Rep. 

Kyle Oszeyczik, Council Rep. 

 

Social Ministry: 

Janet Gerner, Chair & Council Rep. 

 

Stewardship: 

Marc Staudenmaier, Council Rep. 

 

Welcoming Team: 

Kate Hicks, Chair & Council Rep. 

 

Worship and Music: 

Jean Herbranson, Chair 

Becky Stevens, Council Rep. 

 

 

 

Office Assistants: 

Joan Carl 

Pat Renninger 

 

The Circle Editor: 

Sonya K. Sowards 

 
 

 

Photos from iStock, Lightstock, 

and Unsplash 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Acts 

Baptisms: 

Eli James Melton 

Crew William Quaglia 

June 22, 2025 

Levi Patrick Rambo 

Maddox Michael Rambo 

August 17, 2025 

 

Funerals: 

June Henzie 

June 26, 2025 

Jeannine Farrer  

August 18, 2025 

 

 

Change of contact information: 

Craig & Robin Emery 

239 W. Seven Stars Road 

Phoenixville, PA  19460 
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

355 St. John’s Circle 

Phoenixville, PA  19460-2582 

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

(610) 933-3947 

www.stjohnluthphoenixville.org 

 

 

 

 

 

E-mail: office@stjohnphoenixville.org 

office hours 9-3 M,T,Th & 9-12 W,F (barring exceptions) 

please call for appointments with staff members 

A Caring, Sharing, Growing Congregation of the ELCA 

THE CIRCLE 

Worship Schedule 
 

Saturdays 

5 p.m. Evening Light with Holy Communion 
 

Sundays 

10:15 a.m. Holy Communion 

(fall, winter and spring) 

9:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day) 
Handicapped Accessible 

September 2025 


