The Circle

October 2025

Dear Friends in Christ,

It's October. Which means a lot of things, but one of them is that we’ve begun our annual generosity-response
campaign at St. John’s. It's not anyone’s favorite thing to talk about, but it's an important part of our lives to-
gether at St. John’s Lutheran Church. Everything that we do here at St. John’s is funded by the generous giving
of the members of this congregation. The Stewardship Committee is beginning their response campaign, and
the Finance Committee is preparing to start the process of creating a 2026 budget, so generosity and financial
support of our ministries at St. John’s is in the forefront of a lot of people’s consciousnesses. I'm hopeful that,
as we go into 2026 and beyond, St. John’s will be able to continue to live, grow, and share in God’s love, in
Phoenixville and beyond.

Before anything else, | have to say thank you for your generosity in 2025. Your giving has helped to support the
ministries that we do together at St. John’s. In June, we were able to host Vacation Bible School, where more
than seventy children, from St. John’s and from outside the congregation, got to learn and play and grow togeth-
er as they learned about God’s love. In July, we sent a group of members from St. John’s to West Virginia to
work at the Appalachia Service Project, to make people’s homes warmer, drier, and safer. Throughout the year,
we host visiting musicians for our annual concert series, sharing the beauty of music with the community. We
support community groups like Girl Scouts USA, twelve-step groups, the Phoenixville Garden Club, and many
more organizations who use our church building. and we provide food for the community lunch hosted by
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, for the families at St. Mary’s Franciscan Shelter, and others. All of those ministries
are things that we could not do without your financial support and your generosity.

And all of that is to say nothing of the roof-repair project, which cost $103,000, and for which, at present, we've
raised about $93,000 of the costs—through your generous giving. Thank you for your support of the work that
St. John’s does in the community! And thank you to the Stewardship Committee, and to Marc Staudenmaier in
particular, for organizing fundraising campaigns to help cover the cost of the roof repairs.

In addition to generous financial giving, St. John’s also has a series of designated investment accounts, which
have been funded by member giving over the years. The dividends and income from those investment accounts
is used for a variety of purposes. The Finance Committee has been working to reorganize those investments in
order to be able to make more effective and more appropriate use of them to support the ministry of St. John’s
Lutheran Church going forward. We’ll be hearing more about those investment funds, and how they might be
able to help with funding our ministries here, in the coming months. But even with the resources that those
funds represent, the bulk of the work that we do at St. Johns—all the ministry that we do in the community and
in the world—is still supported, ultimately, by your generosity.

Thank you for your continued generosity, and | hope that as we prepare for another year of ministry together,
that you'll continue to generously support the work we do at St. John’s.

_ \\ /" _~ The 508th anniversary of Martin Luther's
In Christ, —= posting of the 95 Theses will be observed
on October 25t & 26t. Reformation of the

Pastor Russ N Church is ongoing and we will celebrate this
festival at both worship services. Please

wear red to worship services (Phillies gear

Re{:ormation is welcome).




GAIL ARCHER

Concert Organist
On Sunday, October 12that 4:00 p.m., St. John’s is honored to
present concert organist Gail Archer. Compositions by Bach,
Schumann, Brahms, Hurkova, Abrashev, Boulanger and De-
messieux will be included in the performance. Previous organ
performers at St. John’s have included Felix Hell, Peter Richard
Conte, Gordon Turk, and Charles Callahan.
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Gail Archer is an international concert organist, recording artist,
choral conductor and lecturer who draws attention to composer
anniversaries or musical themes with her annual recital series
in New York City. These include a Bulgarian Celebration, a Slav-
ic Celebration, Max Reger, The Muse’s Voice, An American ldyll,
Liszt, Bach, Mendelssohn and Messiaen.
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Ms. Archer’s 2025 European tour took her to the Slovak Repub-
lic, Norway, Sweden, Poland, Germany, Italy and the island of
Sardegna. Highlights include the Oliwa Cathedral, Gdansk, Po-
land, St. Martin’s Cathedral, Bratislava, the Slovak Repubilic,
the Lambertus Basilica, Dusseldorf, Germany, Herforder Mun-
ster, Herford, Germany, the Basilica Concattedrale of San Mau-
rizio, Imperia, Italy, and the Basilika Steinfeld, Steinfeld, Germa-
ny. The historic organ in the Steinfeld monastery church was built in 1727 by Balthasar Konig.

In spring 2024, Archer received grants from the Harriman Institute, Columbia University and Vassar College to rec-
ord a new CD of Bulgarian organ literature in the Concert Hall in Dobrich, Bulgaria; the CD, Dobrich A Bulgarian Od-
yssey was released on April 8, 2025. Her previous recordings include the 2022 Polish release, Cantius,
and Chernivtsi, A Russian Journey, The Muse’s Voice, Franz Liszt: A Hungarian Rhapsody, Bach: The Transcendent

Genius, an American Idyll, A Mystic in the Making (Meyer Media), and The Orpheus of Amsterdam: Sweelinck and
his Pupils (CALA Records).

Ms. Archer is college organist at Vassar College, director of the music program at Barnard College, Columbia Uni-
versity, where she conducts the Barnard-Columbia Chorus and Chamber Singers and a faculty member of the Harri-
man Institute, Columbia University. For the next two years, she will serve as the Co-Deputy Director of the East Cen-
tral European Center in the Harriman Institute. She is artistic director of the artist and young artist organ recital
series at historic Central Synagogue, New York City.

The concert is part of the 2025-2026 concert series at St. John’s and is offered as musical outreach to the commu-
nity. No tickets are required but a free-will offering, with a suggested $10 donation, will be received.

Children’s Choir is Back!

Children’s Choir, a victim of the pan-
demic, has returned. The enthusiasm is
growing! Our first rehearsal began with
13 children, grades one and above and
there is lots of room to grow. Rehears-
& als are Sunday mornings at 8:30 a.m. in
= the Eisenhower Room (across from the
kitchen) right before 9:00 a.m. opening
of Faith Formation.

As a note, Children's Handbells will be taking a break due to the enthusiastic support of the return of Children's
Choir and extra busy weekday activities.



Blessing of
the Pets

Saturday, October 4, 2025 | 3:30 PM
St. John's Lutheran Church
355 St. John's Circle, Phoenixville

Bring your furry, feathered, or scaly friends for a special
outdoor blessing in celebration of the Feast of St. Francis
All pets welcome - big or small!

Pet photos encouraged!
Treats for pets!

Come celebrate the joy and companionship of our beloved
animals!

For more info, contact: office@stjohnphoenixville.org or
(610) 933-3947

CHRISTM

CHOIR_

A NGELS SINGING

At 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays beginning
October 1st, the Adult Choir rehearses
music for the 7 p.m. Christmas Eve ser-
vice. Additional singers, especially older
youth, are invited to join in preparation of
this joyful music. Christmas selections
will begin rehearsals. Come, join the AN-
GELS SINGING! For additional infor-
mation contact Tom Snyder, Director of
Music,

Please note the following messages

from St. John’s Council:

¢ Commitment Sunday is October
19t Please turn in your pledge
cards before or on October 19th
so our Finance Committee can
begin putting together the budget
for next year.

¢ We are soliciting anyone with an
insurance background to help us
pick a possible new carrier. If
you can help, please speak to a
council member.

¢+ We will need to replace 2-3 council members in February. If
you would like to nominate someone (including yourself) for
council, please speak to a council member.

¢ Please join us for our first “Coffee with Council” during Fellow-
ship Time on October 12t. Let Marc Staudenmeier know if
you have any suggested talking points.

Thank you for supporting your council as we serve St. John’s!

WELCA started the fall planning meeting with a visit from Toni Hadfield and our favor-
ite canine. It promises to be a busy year. Our Rada Fundraiser is off and run-
ning. Please pick up a catalog and order form in the narthex. Watch for the list of
Women ofthe items requested for Gemma (Silver Springs) including $25 gift cards to Amazon,

@ ShopRite, Target, Vi
EI-CA = shutins—watch for t

cards, tote bags, an

sa, and Walmart. We are also collecting toiletries, etc. for our
hat list too. Other items include calendars, coasters, notepads,
d anything else you think we could do something with. Thanks in

advance for your support of our projects. WELCA will meet the 4t Tuesday in October
(the 28th) at 10:30 a.m. in the Eisenhower room. Please mark your calendar now.
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LWR Backpacking Event
Sunday, October 5t @
9:00 a.m. in Kley Hall

We're excited to share that,
thanks to your generosity, we
have everything we need to
pack 150 backpacks for the
Lutheran World Relief Back-
pack Project! Now we just
need folks to join us on Sun-
day, October 5t, in Kley Hall
during the faith formation hour
as we come together with all
the children’s Sunday school
classes to pack the backpacks
and make a difference. Come be a part of thls fun, hands-on service project!

Coffee with Council

Sunday, October 12t in Kley Hall @9:45 a.m.
Beginning on October 12t, Council members will be available at various times
and places to chat with parishioners to answer any questions about St. John’s.
The first time will be on Sunday, October 12t at 9:45 a.m. Please let Marc
Staudenmaier know if you have any suggested talking points
(marc.staudenmaier@gmail.com).

New Members Reception

Sunday, October 12t in Kley Hall following worship
Come welcome St. John’s new members with us! Cake and light refreshments
will be served. Kindly RSVP to office@stjohnphoenixville.org by October 4, 2025,
with number of adults and children.

Red Cross Blood Drive at St. John’s
- Monday, October 13th, 2-7 p.m.
Amerltan Sign up to give blood at the next Muhlenberg Parish sponsored Red Cross
. Red cross gvent. This o_ne_ will be right here at St. John’s in Kley HaII—scheduIe_your
J timeslot by clicking here: Schedule a Blood, Platelet or Plasma Donation |

American Red Cross.

Trunk or Treat
Sunday, October 26t
4-5 p.m.
Our annual Trunk or Treat will be back again this year! Watch for updates
and invite your friends and neighbors. Contact Val Kramer or Danielle Read-
ing with any questions.
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! Funeral Planning Workshops
One day, we will all join Jesus in Heaven. Thinking and talking
about our final wishes for a funeral service may be uncomforta-
le for us and our loved ones, but planning ahead will ensure
your wishes are honored and make it easier for our loved ones.
' There will be two opportunities to attend a funeral planning ses-
sion at St. John’s, one daytime and one evening. You only need
to attend one of them and you are invited to bring adult chil-
dren or close friends to help make decisions. Sessions are
Tuesday, November 18t at 7 p.m. and Thursday, November
20t at 10 a.m. Topics include choosing Bible verses, hymn
; selections, and inclusion of communion. Once your form is
filled out, a copy is held in the church office to facilitate final wishes. If you filled out a form at the last planning
session 10+ years ago, you may wish to update it. If you are unable to attend either session, Pastor Russ will be
happy to meet with you at another time.

Support a Tradition
12th Annual Dinner-to-Go Fundraiser

on November 8th

Phoenixville Area Time Bank’s Pasta Party kicks off with pre-orders opening
September 20t", and meal pickup on November 8t at St. John’s Lutheran
Church (5-7 p.m.). Delivery is available. Each meal includes Nick Castellano
and Kelly LeMarbe’s crowd-favorite Italian gravy (meatballs and sausage) over
pasta, plus sides and dessert—with vegetarian and gluten-friendly options too.
We encourage you to purchase meals, plus gift meals to benefit Good Samari-
tan Services of Phoenixville.

Nick & Kelly are cooking up something
special—our 12th Annual Pasta Party
TICKETS ON SALE NOW! Fundraiser—and we’d love for you to be
EMPTY 2 part of it! This beloved community tradi-
B'OWLS N tion brings together great food and

Trcenieiis Ares Community Soriens shared purpose, and when you order a
meal, we can make this year our best
yet.

EVENT DETAILS

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23RD 5:00PM -8:00PM

@ TECHNICAL COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL - PICKERING CAMPUS
1580 CHARLESTOWN RD, PHOENIXVILLE, PA 19460

Very popular raffle baskets will be availa-
ble again this year. Details to follow at
www.patimebank.org/pasta-fundraiser.

TICKET INCLUDES A HAND PAINTED BOWL

Since 2004, PATB’s nonprofit has been
& A MEAL OF SOUP, BREAD & WATER

strengthening the greater Phoenixville
community through time banking—a sys-

EVENT ACTIVITIES JOIN US IN tem where members exchange their

« BASKET RAFFLES & 50/50 ‘o skills and efforts hour for hour. Whether

+ HELP US FILL OUR NEW WISHBOARD! vz\»!! it's giving rides, cooking meals, or lend-

SR ing a hand to other local groups, every

+ FALL THEMED GAMES “ contribution counts equally. Proceeds

LIVE MUSIC BY HA%VESTING from this fundraiser go directly into PAT-

|3W’ ’ H i -

HOPE B’s Helping Fund, which supports sen

”/% Crescendo BRING A iors, people with disabilities, those re-

y A FOOD DONATION! covering from iliness, and neighbors fac-
hoenixvi : ’

» /d p o€ “e *FOOD DONATIONS MUST BE ing underemployment. In short: your

Kids, Community, Music NON-PERISHABLE - THANK YOU!

participation helps the Time Bank help

those who need it most.


https://www.patimebank.org/pasta-fundraiser

Adult Faith Formation for October

Four adult classes have begun and welcome anyone to join
them at any time! Bible Study, led by Linda Landis, meets
in the Fireside Room and is learning about Elizabeth, one of
the women in the Bible. Faith Life, coordinated by Jack Er-
tell, meets in Room 1 by the stage, and discusses current
events and faith topics. Happy Hour, coordinated by Mitch
Reading, meets in the Eisenhower Room, and forms friend-
ships through informal chats. Sunday Morning Book Club,

coordinated by Jean Herbranson, meets in Pastor's office, Ad u It St u dy

and is discussing "Remarkably Bright Creatures" by Shelby

Van Pelt.
Help Wanted
Would you like to serve at St. John's but don't know
\ how to help? Do you prefer working behind the

scenes? Would you be able to help “set the table for
Jesus” once a month? Our Altar Guild is looking for a

X few new members. Please speak to Pastor, Jean Her-
branson, or any AG member listed in the bulletin. We
would welcome your help!

I

Do you have a desire to try something new? The Elec-

. | tronics Team is looking for people that would either

like to join our group or just work on a special pro-

e n ject. We have a wide range of things worked on rou-

tinely and some that are special one-time pro-

jects. Some of these include our internal network

(wired and Wi-Fi), office software support, web page

support and email maintenance (Microsoft as well as

internet address management), automation of sys-

tems (push button control of sound systems), audio/visual setups for special functions (internal and external),
along with anything that you can dream about. Why not give a bit of your time to help or just join and be part of
the future of St. John’s electronic transitions. New ideas and improvements are always welcome. Talk with

Dale Herbranson (dale.herbranson@outlook.com) or Paul Miller (pbm1306@comcast.net). We can usually be
found in or around the AV booth in the back of the sanctuary most Sundays.

Dear Friends in Christ,
As | write this, | find myself humbled
. > and at the same time filled with
'| gratitude to be able to have served
among you as your Organist/Pianist
for these last ten years. It has been
and continues to be my supreme
honor and privilege to be among
you in musical ministry. It is your
unflagging support that has helped
make this possible, and | thank you.
It is a joy to work with such a won-
derful and supportive staff, as well as the Worship & Music
Committee, and our choir, and to support each in their minis-
tries. So, the Lord willing and the people consenting, here’s to
another ten years (or twenty) in ministry with you all. From the bottom of my heart, | thank you, one and all.

Yours in Ministry, John Quinn
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People of God Involved in God’s Work
October Worship Staff

Acolyte
5 CeCe Leong

12 Madelyn Hicks
19 Claire Gallagher
26 Addilyn Smith
Altar Guild

5 Nancy Cressman & Jean Herbranson
12 Nancy Cressman & Cathy Garrett
19 Betty Hans & Jean Herbranson
26 Andrea Hart & Jean Herbranson
Assisting Minister

5 Walt Deichmann
12 Tom Snyder
19 Ron Stevens
26 Bill Starling
Bread Bakers

4/5 Rich Latella/TBD

11/12 Lynn Titus
18/19 Rich Latella/TBD
25/26 Lynn Titus
Communion Assistant/Lector

5 Mitch Reading
12 Mimi Woods
19 Walt Deichmann
26 Lynn Titus

Counters
5 Stephen & Jen Drewes
12 Heather Yonosh & Jeanne Schanzenbach

19 Mary Heiser; Mike & Cathy Kahl
26 Stephen & Jen Drewes
Evening Light Assistant
4 Rich Latella
11 Sandra Momyer
18 TBD
25 Shirley Platzer
Fellowship Time
12 Coffee w/Council / New Member Reception
Lock-up
5 Marc Staudenmeir
12 TBD
19 Aimee Hillegas
26 Kate Hicks
Stream Team
5 Josh Romano & Paul Miller
12 Nils Aho & Paul Miller
19 Dale Herbranson & Nils Aho
26 Josh Romano & Paul Miller
Ushers
7 Dick Kunsch & Donna Anderson
14 Nancy Cressman & Cathy Garrett
21 Cathy & Mike Kahl
26 Sue Starling & Barry Church

Give to St. John’s Via App
Vanco, our eGiving provider, has launched an updated
mobile app called Vanco Mobile. You can download
the Vanco Mobile app for free from the App Store or
Google Play. From there, you can make a one-time
donation or set up recurring giving right through the
app. Just select your fund and amount, enter a pay-
ment method and complete the donation. If you have
questions or need assistance, email Dale Herbranson

at dale.herbranson@outlook.com.

Did you know? Many employers offer the ability to

have your donations deducted from your paycheck

and then forward those donations on to us. Some,
such as Vanguard, offer a generous match so that
your donation has the potential of a nice increase.
Contact your Human Resources Department to see if
this is a possibility for you.

Thrivent Action Team Grants
Thrivent members are eligible to apply for two Action
Team Grants each year to benefit their church. St. John’s
members Mike & Cathy Kahl routinely obtain grants for
the church and have provided a helpful step-by-step
guide:

First, you must have a specific project in mind. You
will also have to give an estimate of the number
of people that might participate and when the
project will be completed. The project should
have something to do with bringing people into
our organization or furthering our ministries.

Once you have the above information, log in to your
account at thrivent.com.

Go to the bottom of the page to the Noah section.
Click on Thrivent action teams.

Choose “apply now” on the first page and then “apply
now” again.

On the next page, click “begin application.” You have
an option to get advertising materials and even T
-shirts for your action team if you want them.

The money arrives fairly quickly in the form of a Visa
card. Use this card for purchases related to your
project.

When the project is finished, log in again and report
that fact.

Special projects pop up from time to time at St. John’s for
which these cards could be used. If you'd like ideas for
the use of your grant, contact our Administrator, Sonya
Sowards, at office@stjohnphoenixville.org or (610) 933-
3947, ext. 2, or speak to a staff member, Committee
chair, or Council member.
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BIBLE
IN A

Bible In A Year Reading Plan

YEAR
ONLINE
October
Old Testament New Testament Psalm Proverbs
O 01 |Isaiah 62:6-65:25 Philippians 2:19-3:3 Psalm 73:1-28 Proverbs 24:13-14
O 02 Isaiah 66:1-24 Philippians 3:4-21 Psalm 74:1-23 Proverbs 24:15-16
O 03 Jeremiah 1:1-2:30 Philippians 4:1-23 Psalm 75:1-10 Proverbs 24:17-20
O 04 Jeremiah 2:31-4:18 Colossians 1:1-17 Psalm 76:1-12 Proverbs 24:21-22
O 05 lJeremiah 4:19-6:15 Colossians 1:18-2:7 Psalm 77:1-20 Proverbs 24:23-25
O 06 leremiah 6:16-8:7 Colossians 2:8-23 Psalm 78:1-31 Proverbs 24:26
O 07 Jeremiah 8:8-9:26 Colossians 3:1-17 Psalm 78:32-55 Proverbs 24:27
O 08 Jeremiah 10:1-11:23 Colossians 3:18-4:18 Psalm 78:56-72 Proverbs 24:28-29
O 09 lJeremiah12:1-14:10 1 Thessalonians 1:1-2:8 Psalm 79:1-13 Proverbs 24:30-34
O 10 Jeremiah 14:11-16:15 1 Thessalonians 2:9-3:13 Psalm 80:1-19 Proverbs 25:1-5
O 11 Jeremiah 16:16-18:23 1 Thessalonians 4:1-5:3 Psalm 81:1-16 Proverhs 25:6-8
O 12 Jeremiah 19:1-21:14 1 Thessalonians 5:4-28 Psalm 82:1-8 Proverbs 25:9-10
O 13 Jeremiah 22:1-23:20 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 Psalm 83:1-18 Proverbs 25:11-14
O 14 Jeremiah 23:21-25:38 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17 Psalm 84:1-12 Proverbs 25:15
O 15 leremiah 26:1-27:22 2 Thessalonians 3:1-18 Psalm 85:1-13 Proverbs 25:16
O 16 Jeremiah 28:1-29:32 1 Timothy 1:1-20 Psalm 86:1-17 Proverbs 25:17
O 17 leremiah 30:1-31:26 1 Timothy 2:1-15 Psalm 87:1-7 Proverbs 25:18-19
O 18 Jeremiah 31:27-32:44 1 Timothy 3:1-16 Psalm 88:1-18 Proverhs 25:20-22
O 19 Jeremiah 33:1-34:22 1 Timothy 4:1-16 Psalm 89:1-13 Proverbs 25:23-24
O 20 Jeremiah 35:1-36:32 1 Timothy 5:1-25 Psalm 89:14-37 Proverbs 25:25-27
O 21 leremiah 37:1-38:28 1 Timothy 6:1-21 Psalm 89:38-52 Proverbs 25:28
O 22 Jeremiah 39:1-41:18 2 Timothy 1:1-18 Psalm 90:1-91:16 Proverbs 26:1-2
O 23 lJeremiah 42:1-44:23 2 Timothy 2:1-21 Psalm 92:1-93 Proverbs 26:3-5
O 24 Jeremiah 44:24-47:7 2 Timothy 2:22-3:17 Psalm 94:1-23 Proverbs 26:6-8
O 25 Jeremiah 48:1-49:22 2 Timothy 4:1-22 Psalm 95:1-96:13 Proverbs 26:9-12
O 26 leremiah 49:23-50:46 Titus 1:1-16 Psalm 97:1-98:9 Proverbs 26:13-16
O 27 Jeremiah 51:1-53 Titus 2:1-15 Psalm 99:1-9 Proverbs 26:17
O 28 Jeremiah 51:54-52:34 Titus 3:1-15 Psalm 100:1-5 Proverbs 26:18-19
O 29 Lamentations 1:1-2:22 Fhilemon 1:1-25 Psalm 101:1-8 Proverbs 26:20
O 30 Lamentations 3:1-66 Hebrews 1:1-14 Psalm 102:1-28 Proverbs 26:21-22
O 31 Lamentations 4:1-5:22 Hebrews 2:1-18 Psalm 103:1-22 Proverbs 26:23

hitps-i/bibleinayearonline.com

The One Year® Bible Reading Plan. Copyright & 1985, 1986, 1287, 1989, 1931, 1996, 2004, Tyndale House Publishers.

Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers. All rights reserved.



St. John’s Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Minutes
August 11, 2025

John Dorward (President) Present Executive 1 2/2028
Marc Staudenmaier (VP) Prasent Stewardship, Executive 1 2/2026
Sue Starling (Secretary) Present Executive 2 2/2027
Janet Gerner Present Social Ministry 2 2/2026
Dale Herbranson Present Electronics, Columbarium, Exec 2 2/2026
At-Large Member

Kate Hicks Present Faith Formation, Welcoming 1 272027
Aimee Hillegas Present Green Team 2 2712027
Mike Kaht Present Property 2 2/2028
Kyle Oszeyczik Present Property 1 2/2027
Jeanne Schanzenbach Present Finance, Exec At-Large Member i 2/2026
Becky Stevens Present Woership and Music 1 2/2028
Rachel Zimmermann Present Fellowship 1 2/2028
Pastor Russ Present n/a

Guests:

Sonya Sowards Present n/a

Tom Snyder Present n/a

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by John,
Council devotional was led by Jeanne.
Prior Meeting Minutes

06/09/25 Council Minutes:
Motion by Kyle, second by Dale to accept the minutes; motion carried.

Staff Reports

Motion by Sue, second by Marc to accept Staff reports; motion carried.

Committee Reports
Finance Committee meeting minutes — none provided/did not meet.
¢ Next meeting in two weeks; 2026 budget discussions will begin. Also discussed the need to
do more reporting on special appeals.

Council reviewed the following Committee Reports:

= Electronics Committee — did not meet/no minutes provided.

o Will be looking into replacing the hearing assist system.

¢ Faith Formation did not meet/no minutes provided.

e Property Committee of 08/04/25 - accepted as written.

o Jeanne made a motion to ask Dale to connect the Eisenhower Room to the existing
Automation System to see if the thermostat will remain connected and follow the
programmed calendar; Marc seconded; motion carried.

Worship and Music Committee of 08/03/25 — accepted as written.
Social Ministry Committee — did not meet/no minutes provided.
Fellowship Committee — did not meet.

Columbarium Committee - did not meet.

Executive Committee — did not meet.



+ Stewardship Committee of 06/16/25 —~ accepted as written.
o Reguesting a joint meeting with Finance to ensure alignment. 2026 campaign will
kick off next month and will be digital in nature. Goal is 40% pledge card returned.
* Welcome Team Committee of 06/10/25 — accepted as written.
+ GreenTeam of 07/21/25— accepted as written.

Motion by Mike, second by Becky to accept committee reports; motion carried.

Old Busginess
o Lock-Up signup - need 8/31 and 9/28.
o Kate will take 8/31; John will take 8/28.
Audit Committee Update
o Close to concluding the audit, expecting an audit report in the near future.
¢ Muhlenberg Parish update
o St.John’s will be hosting the next blood drive on October 13", Will be looking for a
coordinator and how to advertise/raise participation.
e Update on Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministry position
o No updates, no further candidates.
s Reconciling in Christ Congregation Update —reconcilingworks.org
o Rachel has heen communicating with the RIC Inclusion Team, and they are
enthusiastic to help. Next step is to form a group to move this forward and meet with
Pastor Eisenberg who has been through this journey to ask questions and understand
the process. After discussion, agreed the entire Council shoutd be in the initial meeting.
Rachel will ask if it’s possible that he visit here instead of Zoom. Rachel will suggest
some dates separate from usual Council meeting.
e Roof Repair Update
o About $86k of the $103k has been raised to date.
o Marcis planning the September 13 fundraiser rally - chicken BBQ, picnic, outdoor
games, silent auction, etc.
¢ Church Insurance Search Update
o Jeanne will begin recruiting people.
Plans for financing church repairs
e Endowment Fund Committes
o John Dorward has recruited volunteers for the committee — John Dorward, Janet
Reading, Dale Herbranson (2026 after Council term is complete), Gary Campbeli, Mark
Wallace and Jim Kelsh. Sue made the motion that Council approve these committee
members; Jeanne seconded; motion carried.

New Business
e Major Project Suggestion
o Johndrafted a suggested process for signing large contracts on major projects. Agreed
that this is needed and should he a continuing resolution documented in the
Constitution.
o Johndistributed the draft, to be reviewed and finalized next month.
e Council Nominees for February — an ask to begin to think about nominations.
e Dahm’s Scholarships - It was brought to the attention of the Scholarship Committee that one
candidate’s application was never received - that of Ella Drewes.
o Dale Herbranson and Bill Starting move that the scholarship for Ella be approved in the
amount of $2000, consistent with others awarded this year. Motion carried.
¢ John Quinn’s 10-Year Anniversary
o Acknowledgement during coffee hour with cake. Worship and Music will organize.
e Suggestion that we reach out to VBS participants that did not note a church on their
application. Kate will work on this.
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lofin adfourned the meeting by cecres at 8125

Mext reguiar meeting is Sepiembser 8, 2025,

Respectfully subrmitied,

Sue Starfing

Church Council Szcretary

October 2025 Birthdays and Anniversaries

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
28 29 30 1 2 3 4
Heather Yonosh's Allyssa Andrews's Brian and Amy Isaac Henderson's Garrett and Margit
birthday birthday Becker's anniversary birthday Grejdus's anniversary
Nicholas VanDerveer's | Courtney Morgan's Jim Taylor's birthday
birthday birthday
Peter and Diane Julie Andrews's
Sitkowski's birthday
EUHUEEE Kent and Jennifer
Brown's anniversary
Megan Tribuno's
birthday
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Karen Warren's Gabrielle Perrotto's Jon and Kate Hicks's Avalee Granacher- Beth Kramer's birthday | Peg Groening's
birthday birthday anniversary Bungay's birthday Colin Staudenmaier's birthday
Sam Fryer's birthday Jennifer Lambert's Christopher and Mary | birthday Robert and Julie
birthday Scavello's anniversary | courtney Wilkinson's Watkins's anniversary
Simon DiGioia's birthday Stephen and Cindy
birthday Denise Longbine's Riley's anniversary
birthday Wynne Salvas's
Kelly LeMarbe's birthday
birthday
Larry and Kim
Fetters's anniversary
Robbie McMahon's
birthday
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Bill and Barbara Sell's | Allison Kramer's Glynys LaBoon's Gail Doebling's Keith Kenyon's Greg Krueger's Erin Fazzari's birthday
anniversary birthday birthday birthday birthday birthday
Brian Schanzenbach's | Donald and Shirley Jim and Claudine Simon Khan's birthday | Micholas Stotler's Mark Buckwalter's
birthday Platzer's anniversary Niness's anniversary Stephen and Ashleigh birthday birthday
Stephen and Jen Joe Muller's birthday Kristin and Lisa Melton's anniversary Zach Pekofsky's Zander Cummins's
Drewes's anniversary | joey Gombarick's McGregor's birthday birthday
birthd ay anniversary
John Freehafer's Lyndsey Williams's
birthday birthday
Nadine Hilvick's Patti Bell's birthday
birthday
Ron and Becky
Stevens's anniversary
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Sarah Smith's birthday | Connor Strauss's Kyle Oszeyczik's Amelia Hicks's Bill Sell Jr's birthday A Lee Dalasio's Kevin and Mary
birthday birthday birthday Nicholas DeWolfs birthday Martin's anniversary
Faye Donovan's Justin Rawlins's birthday Lisa McGregor's Melissa Rutherford's
birthday birthday birthday birthday
Isaac Leong's birthday Mora Strauss's Ron Williams and
birthday Venus Hadeed's
anniversary
TJ Babinchak's
birthday
26 27 28 29 30 31 1
Mark Gemer's birthday | lain Riley's birthday Dale Herbranson's Beth Snyder's birthday | Gracie Themens's Alexandra Pemotto's Kim-Eric Williams's
Richard Ash's birthday | Lizzy Strunk's birthday | birthday birthday birtnday ITiTiEy
Paul and Mary Miller's Harper Themens's Miranda McMahon's Edwin Walters's Lisa Wimble's birthday
anniversary birthday birthday birthday

Mike and Maryanne
Mara's anniversary

Noah Deichmann's
birthday

Terri McDonnell's
birthday
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October 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
28 29 30 1 2 3 4
8:30am Children's 11am Alanon Family | 6:30pm Parents' Grief | 4pm Social Ministry | 7pm Naranon 3:30pm Blessing of the
Choir Group Group 7pm Alanon 7:30pm Adult Pets
9am Faith Formation 7pm Finance 7:30pm Adult Choir Handbells 3pm Evening Light
10:15am Holy Committee Rehearsal (w/communion)
Communion gpm Lutheran 101 7pm Alcoholics
Anonymous
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
8:30am Children's 10:15am Staff 6pm Girl Scouts 5:15pm Daisy Girl 7pm Naranon 5pm Evening Light
Choir 11am Alanon Family | 6:30pm Faith Scouts 7:30pm Aduit (wicommunion)
dam Faith Formation- | Group Formation Committee | 6pm Girl Scouts #4432 | Handbells 7pm Alcoholics
PL(JWRl_tlJalllzkpacks n 6pm Cadette Troop | 6:30pm Parents' Grief | 7pm Alanon Anonymous
&yna 42024 Group 7:30pm Adut Choir
(1:[]_15am_Hcly 7pm Property 7:30pm Worship & Rehearsal
ommtnion 7pm Stephen Ministry | Music 8pm Lutheran 101
2pm PCO Rehearsal
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:30am Children's 11am Alanon Family | 6:30pm Parents' Grief | 7pm Alanon 7pm Naranon St. Peter's lunch Circle deadline
Choir Group Group 7:30pm Adult Choir | 7:30pm Adult 5pm Evening Light
9am Faith Formation | Muhlenberg Parish 8pm Welcoming Team | Rehearsal Handbells (w/communion)
9:45am Fellowship blood drive 8:15pm Naranon 7pm Alcoholics
Time/Coffee with 7pm Church Council Support Anonymous
Council
10:15am Holy
Communion
11:30am New
members reception
3pm Girl Scouts 41766
4pm Gail Archer
Concert
19 20 Al 22 23 24 25
8:30am Children's 11am Alanon Family | 6pm Gil Scouts 5:15pm Daisy Girl 7pm Naranon 5pm Evening Light
Choir Group 6:30pm Parents' Grief Scouts 7:30pm Adult (w/communion)
9am Faith Formation | 5pm Stewardship Group 6pm Girl Scouts #4432 | Handbells 7pm Alcoholics
10:15am Holy Commitiee 7pm Alanon Anonymous
Communion 6pm Cadette Troop 7:30pm Adult Choir
Commitment Sunday | 42024 Rehearsal
2pm PCO Rehearsal | 7Pm Green Team
7pm Stephen Ministry
26 27 28 29 30 A 1
8:30am Children's 11am Alanon Famity | 10:30am WELCA 7pm Alanon 7pm Naranon 5pm Evening Light
Choir Group 4pm Girl Scouts 7:30pm Adult Choir | 7:30pm Adult (w/communion)
9am Faith Formation | 7pm Finance 6:30pm Parents' Grief Rehearsal Handbells 7pm Alcoholics
10:15am Holy Commitiee Group Anonymous
Communion 7pm Fellowship
3pm Girl Scouts 41766 Committee
4pm Trunk or Treat
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St. John’s Lutheran Church
355 St. John’s Circle
Phoenixville, PA 19460
(610) 933-3947

COMMITTEES
Pastoral Acts
Columbarium:
Bill Starling, Chair Interment
Dale Herbranson, Council Rep.
The Rev. Frederick Aumen
Patricia Aumen
September 14, 2025

www.stjohnluthphoenixville.org
E-mail: office@stjohnphoenixville.org Electronics:

Bill Schoellkopf, Chair

CHURCH STAFF

Lead Pastor
The Rev. K. Russell Crouthamel
Pastoral Associate:

The Rev. Thomas Kochenderfer, Jr.

Director of Music:
F. Thomas Snyder lll
Organist & Pianist:
John A. Quinn lll
Parish Administrator:
Sonya K. Sowards
Sexton:
Mark Yanchek, Jr.
Nursery Coordinator:
Arlene Hudak

CHURCH COUNCIL

President:
John Dorward
Vice President:
Marc Staudenmaier

Secretary: Property: |(_3WR Blalchpacl(“: / Ct;)ffeeRwith
Sue Starling Bobbi Riley, Chair fon Blood Drive/ Trunk or Treat
Treasurer: Mike Kahl, Council Rep.

Shirley Platzer
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Don Titus
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Mary Heiser
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Kevin Gallagher
Executive Committee:
Dale Herbranson
Jeanne Schanzenbach

Other Members of Council:

Mike Kahl

Janet Gerner

Kyle Oszeyczik

Aimee Hillegas
Kate Hicks

Rachel Zimmermann
Becky Stevens

Stephen Ministry Leader:
Linda Landis — (610) 933-9544

Dale Herbranson, Council Rep.

Executive:
Marc Staudenmaier, Chair
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Erica Reading, Chair
Kate Hicks, Council Reps.

Fellowship:
Sandra Zimmermann, Chair

Rachel Zimmermann, Council Rep.

Finance:
Kevin Gallagher, Chair
Jeanne Schanzenbach
Council Rep.

Green Team
Aimee Hillegas, Council Rep.

Mutual Ministry:
Kyle Oszeyczik, Council Rep.

Kyle Oszeyczik, Council Rep.

Social Ministry:

Janet Gerner, Chair & Council Rep.

Stewardship:
Marc Staudenmaier, Council Rep.

Welcoming Team:
Kate Hicks, Chair & Council Rep.

Worship and Music:
Jean Herbranson, Chair
Becky Stevens, Council Rep.

Office Assistants:
Joan Carl
Pat Renninger

The Circle Editor:
Sonya K. Sowards
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
355 St. John’s Circle
Phoenixville, PA 19460-2582

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
(610) 933-3947
www.stjohnluthphoenixville.org

0G0 o

E-mail: office@stjohnphoenixville.org
office hours 9-3 M,T,Th & 9-12 W,F (barring exceptions)
please call for appointments with staff members
A Caring, Sharing, Growing Congregation of the ELCA

Worship Schedule

Saturdays
5 p.m. Evening Light with Holy Communion

Sundays
10:15 a.m. Holy Communion
(fall, winter and spring)
9:00 a.m. Holy Communion

(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day)
Handicapped Accessible

THE CIRCLE

October zos



