The Circle

November 2025

Dear Friends in Christ,

A few weeks ago, you might have come across a letter signed by more than fifty of the ELCA’s bishops, including
Bishop Bryan Penman, the bishop of our synod, which was circulated on various social media sites and synod
websites. It was also published on the ELCA’s website for about a day, and then taken down. The letter speaks
to several current political situations in the church and in our nation, and is grounded in Scripture and in Luther-
an theology. While | agree with the content of the letter, | was concerned about sharing it, because of how it
was posted on elca.org and then taken down shortly after.

| made a few inquiries, and have been told that the reasons for it being taken down were mostly due to process
and protocol. The letter was shared at a meeting of the ELCA’s Conference of Bishops, but for a variety of rea-
sons, it was decided that it wouldn’t be released as a communication from the Conference of Bishops, but ra-
ther as a letter that individual bishops could sign on to and endorse. Because of tight deadlines for publicizing
the letter, some bishops didn’t have a chance to sign it before it was shared on synod websites and social me-
dia threads. In order to help publicize the letter, the churchwide office published it on the churchwide website,
and then it was taken down because it created the sense that the letter was an official statement from the
church, which it isn’t. All that said, while the letter from the bishops might not be an official statement from the
church, it is something that a great majority of our leaders agreed with strongly enough to lend their names to it.

As | said, | agree with the content of the letter as well. | particularly appreciate the bishops’ grounding of their
appeal to action in love, which they describe:

“Love insists on the dignity of every human being.

Love insists on justice for the marginalized and oppressed.

Love insists that the church must reflect God’s diverse, life-giving community.

Love insists that we listen, speak, and act with respect, even in disagreement.
Love insists on hope, trusting that God’s kingdom of justice and peace will prevail.”

The entire text of the bishops’ letter is included on the next page of this issue of the Circle. While | appreciate
the witness of the bishops, | know that some of their statements might be controversial. If there’s anything in
the bishops’ letter that you’d like to talk further about, I'm always glad to listen. | hope and pray that as the
ELCA, as the Southeastern PA Synod, as St. John’s Lutheran Church, and as individuals, we can respond to the
call from these bishops, and to the issues that they raise, with faith and compassion, even when there might be
things we disagree about, and | hope and pray that as we live our lives of faith, that our faith guides us in love
for one another and for the world in which we live.

In Christ,

Pastor Russ
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The following letter was written by bishops in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and was signed by more than 50 of
the church’s 66 bishops.

October 8, 2025

A Letter from Bishops of the ELCA to the Church

Beloved in Christ,

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

As bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), we write to you in this moment of national and global tension
with clarity and conviction. Our faith compels us to stand where Jesus stands—with and for those whom society often seeks to
exclude, erase, or diminish.

Our shared confession that every person is created in the image of God (Genesis 1:27) grounds us in the conviction that all
people possess inherent dignity. The incarnation of Jesus Christ reveals God’s profound solidarity with humanity—especially
with those who are marginalized or oppressed. The gospel we proclaim insists that our neighbor’s need is the occasion for our
love and that our public life is shaped by justice, mercy, and a commitment to the common good.

Further, we have a shared tradition in our social teachings which grounds us. The ELCA’s Social Message on Immigration re-
minds us: “We are to respond to newcomers as we would to Christ—welcoming them, meeting their immediate needs, and
advocating for justice in our laws and policies.”

Likewise, our recently adopted Social Statement Faith and Civic Life affirms that Christians are called to be “a public witness,
holding leaders accountable when they fail to protect the vulnerable.”

We are living through a time when vulnerable communities are being scapegoated and attacked. Immigrants and refugees are
vilified, though Scripture commands us to welcome the stranger. People of color continue to bear the devastating weight of
racism woven into the fabric of our society. Transgender people, beloved by God, are being targeted with laws and rhetoric
that deny their dignity and even their right to exist. These assaults on our siblings are not political abstractions—they are deep
wounds in the body of Christ.

In this time of division and fear, we, as people grounded in our faith, insist on love. This commitment flows from our faith in
Christ crucified and risen—the One whose love breaks down barriers, confronts hatred, and transforms hearts.

Love insists on the dignity of every human being.

Love insists on justice for the marginalized and oppressed.

Love insists that the church must reflect God’s diverse, life-giving community.

Love insists that we listen, speak, and act with respect, even in disagreement.

Love insists on hope, trusting that God’s kingdom of justice and peace will prevail.

This love also compels us to speak clearly against Christian Nationalism, which our Churchwide Assembly named as a distor-
tion of the Christian faith and an unhealthy form of patriotism. Christian Nationalism confuses the Gospel with political power,
turns God into a mascot for the state, and privileges some people over others based on race, religion, or birthplace. This is not
the way of Jesus. The kingdom of God is not a nation, not a culture, not a political ideology—it is God’s reign of love, justice,
and mercy for all people.

Therefore, as bishops of this church, we declare that the ELCA cannot be silent. Our call is clear:
To proclaim the God-given dignity of every human being.
To resist systems and ideologies, including Christian Nationalism, that oppress, dehumanize, or erase.
To stand shoulder to shoulder with those who are targeted or harmed.
To bear public witness that the love of Christ is stronger than fear, stronger than hatred, and stronger than death.
We call on all members of the ELCA to join us in prayer, advocacy, and action:
e Pray for those who are vulnerable and for all who work for justice.
e Advocate in your communities, legislatures, and Congress for laws that protect migrants, advance racial justice, and safe-
guard LGBTQIA+ people
Engage in the holy work of hospitality, creating spaces of safety, affirmation, and belonging for all God’s children.
Model respectful dialogue in a polarized world, seeking understanding rooted in love.
Hold fast to hope, trusting that the Spirit is still at work renewing creation and reconciling the world to God.
In baptism, we are marked with the cross of Christ forever. That cross is not only a sign of our hope—it is also a summons to
follow Jesus into solidarity with those who suffer.

In the power of the Spirit, let us be bold. Let us be faithful. Let us insist on Love—in our words, our actions, our public witness,
and our life together.

Together in Christ,
[bishops’ signatures]


https://elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/ImmigrationSM.pdf
https://elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/ImmigrationSM.pdf
https://elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/F_and_CL_SWBA_as_adopted_CA25_05_21_not_copyedited_formatted.pdf
https://elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/F_and_CL_SWBA_as_adopted_CA25_05_21_not_copyedited_formatted.pdf
https://elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/F_and_CL_SWBA_as_adopted_CA25_05_21_not_copyedited_formatted.pdf
https://elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/F_and_CL_SWBA_as_adopted_CA25_05_21_not_copyedited_formatted.pdf
https://elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/F_and_CL_SWBA_as_adopted_CA25_05_21_not_copyedited_formatted.pdf

The thirty-member Providence Chamber Orchestra

presents the first concert of its 2025-2026 season
at 4:.00 p.m. on Sunday, November 231, at
St. John’s. Come, enjoy an hour of delightful or-
chestral music right here in Phoenixuvillle!

The concert opens with the Overture to “La Dame
Blanche,” by Francois-Adrien Boieldieu, known as

“The French Mozart.” The opera, composed in

1825 has typical elements of the Romantic in its Provi(hnce Chamber Orchestra

Gothic mode, including an exotic Scottish locale, a

lost heir, a mysterious castle, a hidden fortune, and a ghost (La Dame Blanche), in this case benevolent. The con-
cert continues with Georges Bizet’s L'Arlésienne Suite No. 1 composed in 1872 as incidental music for Alphonse
Daudet's drama of the same name, usually translated as The Girl from Arle. The first half of the program con-
cludes with a delightful harp solo by Janet Witman. Following a brief intermission the program ends with Sympho-
ny No. 1, Op. 21, by Ludwig van Beethoven. The symphony is clearly indebted to Beethoven's predecessors, par-
ticularly his teacher Joseph Haydn as well as Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, but nonetheless has characteristics that
mark it uniquely as Beethoven's work, notably the frequent use of sforzandi, as well as sudden shifts in tonal cen-
ters that were uncommon for traditional symphonic form (particularly in the third movement), and the prominent,
more independent use of wind instruments. Sketches for the finale are found among the exercises Beethoven
wrote while studying counterpoint under Johann Georg Albrechtsberger in the spring of 1797.
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I—IANDBF_LL ENSEMBLE

Sunday,
December 7 at 4pm

. Jon's Lutheran Church
St. Johns Clrcle

The ensemble was founded in 1999 to
meet the musical needs and aspirations
of its members, a group of talented, ama-
teur musicians from the greater Philadel-
phia area, all of whom share a common
passion for playing music. The group of
volunteers rehearses twice monthly and
presents an annual winter and spring
concert in addition to accompanying the
“St. John’s Choir & Friends” performance
of major choral repertoire. Tom Snyder,
Director of Music at St. John’s, conducts
the orchestra.

There is no admission charge but a
freewill offering will be received to sup-
port ongoing orchestral performances in
Phoenixville.

Please note the following messages

from St. John’s Council:

+ We are soliciting anyone with an
insurance background to help us
pick a possible new carrier. If
you can help, please speak to a
council member.

¢ We will need to replace 2-3
council members in February. If
you would like to nominate
someone (including yourself) for
council, please speak to a coun-
cil member.

Thank you for supporting your coun-

cil as we serve St. John’s!




Talents Needed

We often say that Christian stewardship (discipleship) is about time,
talent and treasure. We spend time with God in prayer and worship.
We give God part of our treasure. The third component is talent, and
there are plenty of opportunities to use the talents God has given
you at St. John'’s:

B-dal

Time Talent Treasure

The Finance Committee is looking for new members to help guide the missions and ministries of our congregation!
If you have experience or interest in budgeting, investing, accounting, bookkeeping or simply just want to help en-
sure our church's financial resources are used wisely, we've love for you to join us. We generally meet on the last
Monday of each month at 7 p.m. on Zoom. Please contact Kevin Gallagher at kevinmgallagher@hotmail.com if
interested.

The Fellowship Committee is looking for new members! We are working to broaden our activities and outreach to
the community and could use additional hands, hearts and minds to help. We meet on the 4t Tuesday at 7 p.m.
on Zoom, September-May. Activity involvement is based on your availability. We also offer cool hairnets and at-
tractive apron options! If interested, please contact Rachel Zimmermann at rezimmermann84@gmail.com, or Sue
Starling at rofostarling@gmail.com.

Would you like to serve at St. John's but don't know how to help? Do you prefer working behind the scenes?
Would you be able to help “set the table for Jesus” once a month? Our Altar Guild is looking for a few new mem-
bers. Please speak to Pastor, Jean Herbranson, or any AG member listed in the bulletin.

The Electronics Team is looking for people that would either like to join our group or just work on a special project.
We have a wide range of things worked on routinely and some that are special one-time projects such as our inter-
nal network (wired and Wi-Fi), office software support, web page support and email maintenance (Microsoft as well
as internet address management), automation of systems (push button control of sound systems), audio/visual
setups for special functions (internal and external), along with anything that you can dream about. New ideas and
improvements are always welcome. Talk with Dale Herbranson (dale.herbranson@outlook.com) or Paul Miller
(pbm1306@comcast.net). We can usually be found in or around the AV booth in the back of the sanctuary most
Sundays.

Many folks have expressed interest in being more involved in our prayer ministry. In addition to weekly bulletin
and email announcements, we also have two active prayer chains. First, a phone chain and second, an email
chain. If you wish to be added to either of these, please contact Linda Landis.

The Welcoming Team is responsible for helping potential new members be introduced to St John’s Church and
congregation as well as supporting them as sponsors. The team is available for questions and try to promote ac-
tivities and opportunities at St John’s. Goals for welcoming team are:

1. Greet new members.

2. Support newcomers in Lutheran Ed classes as sponsors. Act as a source for St John’s background info and
solicit involvement in church activities. If new members decide to join the congregation, ensure the new member
information form is completed and send it to Sonya.

3. Plan and execute a new members’ reception after the welcoming service.

4, Plan and organize external opportunities for community recruitment to St John’s.

If you're interested in joining our team, please contact Kate Hicks at katehicks1921@gmail.com.

The Stream Team needs more volunteers to run the video and audio systems (they are controlled separately so we
need two people every Sunday). Ask anyone in the AV booth for a quick demo after service if you are interested in
learning more and contact Dale Herbranson at dale.herbranson@outlook.com to volunteer.

We also need Sunday school teachers, youth leaders, musicians, and many other talented folks. Please speak
with Pastor Russ, the ministry leaders listed on the last page of this newsletter, or our administrator, Sonya So-
wards, for more information. Thank you!



WELCA met on October 28t and enjoyed fun and fellowship while preparing for our
annual ingathering for Silver Springs Martin Luther School (Gemma Services).

The wish list is available on page 11 of this newsletter as well as in your bulletin.. W
A collection box will be in the narthex beginning November 5. We are also collecting Omen of the

toiletries, greeting cards, notepads, tote bags, etc. @
Sars
=

Rada Catalogs are still available in the narthex, Get your orders in for Christmas de-
livery.

Important dates include: November 23 after worship to organize items collected so
far; December 2nd to assemble gift bags for shut-ins and staff (This is in lieu of our regular November meet-
ing.) We are looking forward to a presentation by Pastor Russ so mark your calendars now (10:30 in Eisenhower).

Our annual retreat will be held on Saturday, April 11, 2026. Watch for more information.

Adult Faith Formation
Sunday morning groups for adults include Happy Hour, meeting in the Eisen-
hower Room—friendly chats while children are in Sunday school; Faith Life,
meeting in Room 1 by the stage—discussions about faith and recent media arti-
cles; Bible Study, meeting in the Fireside Room—guided study of “The Marvel
and Miracle of Advent”; and Sunday Morning Book Club, meeting in Pastor
' Russ's office—discussing "The Bird House" by Joyce Maynard. Join any of the

four groups on Sundays at 9 a.m.

Children’s Organ Encounter

November 9th, 9 a.m.
Pre-K through 8t grade classes are invited to join Mr. John and Mr. Tom in the choir
loft during the Sunday school opening time on November 9th. We will be learning all
about the ins and outs of our organ. We’'ll talk about how it works. We’ll talk about
the parts you see and the parts you don’t see. We’'ll explore the different sounds, and
yes, you may try it out for yourself if you like.

Support a Tradition
12t Annual Dinner-to-Go Fundraiser

on November 8th

Since 2004, the nonprofit Phoenixville Area Time Bank has been strengthening
the greater Phoenixville community through time banking—a system where
members exchange their skills and efforts hour for hour. Whether it's giving
rides, cooking meals, or lending a hand to other local groups, every contribution
counts equally. Proceeds from their annual pasta party fundraiser go directly
into PATB’s Helping Fund, which supports seniors, people with disabilities, those
recovering from iliness, and neighbors facing underemployment. In short: your
participation helps the Time Bank help those who need it most.

PATB is currently accepting pre-orders for their annual pasta party with meal pickup on November 8th at St. John’s
(5-7 p.m.). Delivery is available. Each meal includes Nick Castellano and Kelly LeMarbe’s crowd-favorite Italian
gravy (meatballs and sausage) over pasta, plus sides and dessert—with vegetarian and gluten-friendly options too.
We encourage you to purchase meals, plus gift meals to benefit Good Samaritan Services of Phoenixville. Raffle
baskets will be available. Go to www.patimebank.org/pasta-fundraiser for tickets and more information.



https://www.patimebank.org/pasta-fundraiser

Funeral Planning Workshops

One day, we will all join Jesus in Heaven. Thinking and talking
about our final wishes for a funeral service may be uncomforta-
ble for us and our loved ones, but planning ahead will ensure
your wishes are honored and make it easier for our loved ones.
There will be two opportunities to attend a funeral planning ses-
sion at St. John’s, one daytime and one evening. You only need
to attend one of them and you are invited to bring adult chil-
dren or close friends to help make decisions. Sessions are
Tuesday, November 18t at 7 p.m. and Thursday, November
20t at 10 a.m. Topics include choosing Bible verses, hymn
selections, and inclusion of communion. Once your form is
filled out, a copy is held in the church office to facilitate final wishes. If you filled out a form at the last planning
session 10+ years ago, you may wish to update it. If you are unable to attend either session, Pastor Russ will be
happy to meet with you at another time.

———

A FriendsGiving

' Sat. Nov 22, 6 p.m.
at St. John's Lutheran

\ ;," (Sat. BEFORE Thanksgiving)
R i No charge! - Free to all!
? Food donations for PACS gratefully accepted.
| L ¢

Please join us for a tasty Thanksgiving-style dinner
with turkey, stuffing, sides, and homestyle "fixin's".
If you can, please bring a great dessert to share!

N 3 -,

Everyone's welcome!
Please invite your friends, family, neighbors, coworkers, singles,
elders and relatives. Extend a special invitation to anyone alone
for the holiday.

Enjoy a fine meal, meet new people, and share
a wonderful evenina of communitv.

1 e
ﬁ* RSVP to y
Office@StJohnPhoenixville.org
OR (610) 933-3947 -
by Nov 15th. ry !



FAMILY ADVENT
WORKSHOP

Sunday, November 30"

11:45 - 2:00 pm (immediately following worship)
Pizza and salad lunch
followed by Advent crafts time

Please RSVP to Sonya Sowards at
office@stjohnphoenixville.org or 610.933.3947

(please indicate any food allergies)




People of God Involved in God’s Work
November Worship Staff

Acolyte
2 Lhotse Durflinger, Grace Supplee & Addilyn

Smith
9 Charlotte Reading
16 Norah DiGioia
23 Madelyn Hicks, Mark Blattner, Grace Supplee

& Nick DeWolf
30 TBD—Muhlenburg Parish
Altar Guild
2 Nancy Cressman & Janet Ertell

9 Janet Ertell & Cathy Garrett
16 Andrea Hart & Jean Herbranson
23 Betty Hans & Jean Herbranson
30 Jean Herbranson
Assisting Minister
2 Ron Stevens
9 Bill Starling
16 Mimi Woods
23 Deb Ahola
30 TBD—Muhlenberg Parish
Bread Bakers
1/2 Rich Latella/TBD
8/9 Rich Latella/TBD
16 Rich Latella
22/23 Rich Latella/TBD
20/30 Rich Latella/TBD
Communion Assistant/Lector
2 Lynn Titus
9 Mitch Reading/Annaliese Duerr
16 Walt Deichmann

23 Nancy Cressman
30 TBD—Muhlenberg Parish
Counters
2 Jack & Janet Ertell
9 Heather Yonosh & Jeanne Schanzerbach

16 Mary Heiser; Mike & Cathy Kahl
23 Stephen & Jen Drewes
30 Mary Heiser, Kevin Gallagher & Don Bechtel
Evening Light Assistant
1 Rich Latella
8 TBD
15 Sandy Momyer
22 Shirley Platzer
29 Sandy Momyer
Fellowship Time
8 TBD
Lock-up
2 John Dorward
9 Marc Staudenmeier
16 Kate Hicks
23 Kate Hicks
30 Aimee Hillegas

Stream Team

2 Nils Aho & Paul Miller

9 Dale Herbranson & Paul Miller
16 Josh Romano & Paul Miller
23 Aimee Hillegas & Paul Miller
30 Dale Herbranson & Nils Aho

Ushers

2 Don Titus & Cathy Garrett

9 Sue Starling & Giovanna Brown
16 Mike & Cathy Kahl
23 Donna Anderson & Jen Drewes

30 Diane Blattner & Katelyn Blattner

LWR Backpack Update

Thank you to everyone who supported our backpack
project! During Sunday school on October 5t, we

packed 151 backpacks filled with school supplies for
children in need. All were delivered on October 11th—
special thanks to Nathanial Becker, and his grand-
mother for helping with delivery. We're so grateful for
everyone’s generosity and teamwork!

Phoenixville Area Community Services

PACS provides two weeks of groceries for 312 fami-
lies in need each month.

Over 4800 people shop at the cost-free PACS mar-
ket monthly.

PACS donates food that cannot be given to guests
to local farms to reduce landfill waste.

PACS delivers food to seniors, provides food for the
PASD backpack program and to over 30 other

local agencies.

Please consider donating food, money or your tal-
ents to this worthy cause. For PACS' "hot list" of the
most-needed items or the Amazon wish list, just go
to their website. Volunteer opportunities are also
available on the website—no time commitment or
experience required. Thank you!



St. John’s Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Minutes
September 8, 2025

Council Member Name Pres/Exc/ | Committee Assigned Term | Term
or Absent 1/2 Ends
John Dorward (President) | Present Executive 1 2/2028
Marc Staudenmaier (VP) Present Stewardship, Executive 1 2/2026
Sue Starling (Secretary) Present Executive 2 2/2027
Janet Gerner Present Social Ministry 2 2/2026
Dale Herbranson Present Electronics, Columbarium, Exec 2 2/2026
At-Large Member
Kate Hicks Present Faith Formation, Welcoming 1 2/2027
Aimee Hillegas Present Green Team 2 2/2027
Mike Kahl 2y <Present | Property 2 | 2/2028
Kyle Oszeyczik : Excused | Property 1 2/2027
Jeanne Schanzenbach Present Finance, Exec At-Large Member 1 2/2026
Becky Stevens Present Worship and Music 1 2/2028
Rachel Zimmermann Present Fellowship 1 2/2028
Pastor Russ Present n/a
Guests:
Sonya Sowards Present n/a
Tom Snyder Present n/a

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by John.

Council devotional was led by Marc.

Prior Meeting Minut
08/11/25 Council Minutes:

Motion by Dale, second by Becky to accept the minutes; motion carried.

Staff Reports

Motion by Sue, second by Dale to accept Staff reports; motion carried.

Committee Reports

Finance Committee meeting minutes from 08/25/25:
e Reminder that in the financial reorganization, the Campership funds were combined into
the Scholarship Fund. Finance submitted a motion to Council to request that the
Scholarship Committee oversee the Valenteen Campership and consider inviting Julie

Valenteen Watkins to join the committee. Motion Carried with one abstention.

Motion by Marc, second by Kate to accept Finance Committee report; motion carried.

Council reviewed the following Committee Reports:
e Electronics Committee of 09/02/25 — accepted as written.
e Faith Formation of 08/12/25 and 09/02/25 - accepted as written.

o Goalisto have the ‘2-adult’ rule for all minor classes/activities covered, along with

the appropriate clearances, by the end of October.
e Property Committee of 09/04/25 — accepted as written.
¢ Worship and Music Committee of 09/02/25 - accepted as written.
e Social Ministry Committee — no minutes provided.
e Fellowship Committee — did not meet.
¢ Columbarium Committee - did not meet.




o Executive Committee —did not meet.
¢ Stewardship Committee of 08/11/25 - accepted as written.
o Commitment emails were sent out on 8/25; 15 commitments received, Paper
copies were mailed today for those who have not responded.
»  Welcome Team Committee of 08/13/25 —accepted as written.
s  CGreen Team of - no minutes provided.

Motion by Jeanne, second by Aimee to accept committee reports; motion carried.

Old Business

Lock-Up signup - covered.
Audit Committee Update - final meeting is Sunday 9/13 to wrap up activities.
Muhlenberg Parish update
o Mextmeetingis 9/10
o Rise Against Hunger event took place at Zion this past Sunday.
o Nexteventis Red Cross blood drive on Oct, 13,
Reconciling in Christ Congregation Update —reconcilingworks.org
o Pastor Eisenberg is willing to come to St. John's to talk to Council - working on dates.
Roof Repair Update
o About $91k of the $103k has been raised to date.
Church Insurance Search Update
o Jeanne will begin recruiting people.
Endowment Fund Committee
o John Dorward has spoken to all committee members and sent out initial information;
initial meeting to take place in the next 30-45 days.
Council nominations for February — continue to give thought to potential nominations.
lohn Quinn's Anniversary - this Sunday, 9/14.
Major Project Process Draft - motion to approve by Becky, seconded by Marc; motion
carried. John also drafted a letter to go to committees to roll this process out,

New Business

DCYFM Position — Faith Formation is asking for someone to head up the search for a candidate;
this may include revising the job description, re-posting on appropriate job search sites, and
perhaps evaluating if the current compensation package/hours reguested are reasonablae. Kate
and Rachel will assess the current requirements and modify as needed,

Coffee with Council — Opportunity for members to talk to Council, ask guestions, etc. 10/12:
Dale, Kate, Rachel and Marc will take this one.

Peer Ministry - Pastor, Mark and Kyle attended a call to gather program information. The
program is a ‘paid subscription’, and the organization provides a formal program on how to
facilitate, train and run the overall program that fosters youth leadership, and *youth leading
youth' initiatives. All agreed this could be very beneficial but may need to wait until the DCYFM
position is filled.

John adjourned the meeting by decree at 8:51.

Next regular meeting is October 13th, 2025.

Respectfully submitted,

Sue Starling

Church Council Secretary
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Final Version
09/08/25

This process applies to any project that exceeds the cost of the threshold stipulated in
Bylaws 1.07 and 1.09 of the Congregation Constitution. After approval has been granted for
the project:

1. Committee shall follow their standard procedure to select a contractor/vendor.

2. Committee will obtain a contract for the services/item to be purchased.

3. Committee will submit the contract and any other pertinent information to
Congregation Council.

4, Congregation Council will obtain legal review prior to signature of contract.

5. Once legal review is complete and all terms are agreed upon, Congregation Council
will obtain appropriate signature(s) on contract.

6. Committee will be responsible for monitoring and managing the completion of
contracted goods and/or services.

7. After work is completed, Committee will ensure all warranties and final invoices are
secured and properly recorded/filed.

8. Congregation Council will then approve final payment.,

2025 GIFT WISH LIST FOR GEMMA SERVICES (MARTIN LUTHER SCHOOL)
Toys
large- & medium-sized stuffed animals
small- & medium-sized Squishmallow stuffed animals
games—checkers, chess, Connect 4, UNO, Scrabble, Trouble & Sorry

books for children & teens
playing cards & card games

Matchbox or Hot Wheels cars & track

puzzles
LEGO sets

Clothing & Personal Care
pajama sets for boys & girls M-XL & adult size S-L
youth-sized athletic socks—Nike, Adidas, Champion & Fila are favorites
personal care—body wash, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, all in plastic bottles only
plastic water bottles
hairbrushes & combs
nail stickers, press-on nails, lip gloss, lip balm & make-up
winter hats & gloves
Arts & Crafts
paint-by-number sets

gel pen sets
markers & colored pencils

coloring books & large coloring pages
Sports
football & basketballs

11



November 2025 Birthdays and Anniversaries

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
26 27 28 29 30 3 1
Mark Gemer's birthday | lain Riley's birthday Dale Herbranson's Beth Snyder's birthday | Gracie Themens's Alexandra Permrotto's Kim-Eric Williams's
Richard Ash's birthday | Lizzy Strunk’s bithday | birthday birthday birthday birthday
Paul and Mary Millers | Harper Themens's Miranda McMahon's Edwin Walters's Lisa Wimble's birthday
anniversary birthday birthday birthday

Mike and Maryanne
Mara's anniversary

Moah Deichmann's
birthday

Term McDonnell's
birthday

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
lain and Bridget Riley's Frank and Lindsey Rachel Possinger's Katherine Yonosh's Ford Quaglia's
anniversary Snyder's anniversary birthday birthday birthday
Jim Steiner's birthday Mildred Wilson's Lincoln Spuriock's
birthday birthday
Nicholas Castellano
and Kelly LeMarbe's
anniversary
Patrick DesMarais’s
birthday
Richard and Leilani
Ash's anniversary
Sarah Yonosh's
birthday
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Sue Weicheld's Katie Henderson's Andy and Katie Rachel Zimmermann's
birthday birthday Henderson's birthday
Will Stotler's birthday Nils Aho's birthday anniversary
Jay Renninger's
birthday
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Karen Romano's Kevin F. Martin's Danielle Reading's Margit Grejdus's Bradley LaBoon's Brandon Jones's
birthday birthday birthday birthday birthday birthday
Tammy Plumley's Jill Stevenson's Brett Gallagher's Emilio Lozada's
birthday birthday birthday birthday
John Marchegiano's
birthday
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Rick and Leslie Kern's | Diane Sitkowski's Clivia Schumacher's
anniversary birthday birthday
Tom Johnson's John and Nancy
birthday Perchalski's
anniversary
Mark Yanchek's
birthday
30 1 2 3 4 5 6
Gabriella Geiger's Bill Ahola's birthday Jake Durflinger's Lu Anne Bindschusz's | Don Titus's birthday Owen Birdsell's

birthday
Gary Carl's birthday

Nancy Renninger's
birthday

birthday

birthday

birthday

Communion Records and Prayer Requests

Our constitution defines members eligible to vote at regular meetings of the church as those who “shall have
communed in this congregation and shall have made a contribution of record” in the calendar year. Your
contribution is recorded when it includes your name and/or envelope number. To ensure that your commun-
ion is recorded, please fill out the “Record of Communion and/or Prayer Request” card at least once in a cal-
endar year. Communion cards can be found in the pew racks at the end of each pew. The card may also be

used for prayer requests, address changes, questions, or comments.
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November 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
26 27 28 29 30 3 1
8:30am Children's 11am Alanon Family 10:30am WELCA 7pm Alanon 7pm Maranon 5pm Evening Light
Choir Group 4pm Girl Scouts 7:30pm Adult Choir 7-15pm Adult {w/communion)
9am Faith Formation 7pm Finance 6-30pm Parents' Grief Rehearsal Handbells 7pm Alcoholics
10-15am Holy Committee Group Anonymous
Communion 7pm Fellowship
3pm Girl Scouts 41766 Committee
4pm Trunk or Treat
2 3 4 5 6 7 ]
8:30am Children's 10:15am Staff 4pm Girl Scouts 4pm Social Ministry 7pm Naranon Spm Evening Light
Choir 11am Alanon Family | 6pm Girl Scouts 7pm Alanon 7:15pm Adult (w/communion)
9am Faith Formation Group 6:30pm Faith 7:30pm Adult Choir Handbells apm TimeBank
10:15am Holy 6pm Cadette Troop Formation Committee | Rehearsal Spaghetti Dinner
Communion 42024 6:30pm Parents’ Grief 7pm Alcoholics
2pm PCO Rehearsal | 7pm Property Group Anonymous
7pm Stephen Ministry | 7:30pm Worship &
Music
9 10 1 12 13 14 15
8:30am Children's 11am Alanon Family 6:30pm Parents' Grief | 5:15pm Daisy Girl 7pm Naranon 5pm Evening Light
Chair Group Group Scouts 7:15pm Adult (w/communion)
9am Faith Formation 7pm Church Council 8pm Welcoming Team | 6pm Girl Scouts #4432 | Handbells 7pm Alcoholics
w/organ encounter 7pm Alanon Anonymous
:45am Fellowship 7:30pm Adult Choir
Time Rehearsal
10:15am Holy
Communion
3pm Girl Scouts 4041
3pm Girl Scouts 41766
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
8:30am Children's 11am Alanon Family Circle deadline 7pm Alanon 10am Funeral St. Peter's lunch 5pm Evening Light
Choir Group 6pm Girl Scouts 7:30pm Adult Choir Planning (w/communion)
9am Faith Formation 5pm Stewardship 7pm Funeral Planning Rehearsal 7pm Maranon 7pm Alcoholics
10-15am Holy Committee 7-15pm Adult Anonymous
Communion 6pm Cadette Troop Handbells 6pm Friendsgiving
2pm PCO Rehearsal 42024 8:15pm Naranon
7pm Green Team Support
7pm Stephen Ministry
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
8:30am Children's 10am Garden Club 7pm Fellowship Thanksgiving Eve 7pm Naranon Rosenberger Memorial | 5pm Evening Light
Choir 11am Alanon Family Committee services 7:15pm Adult Service (w/communion)
9am Faith Formation Group 5:15pm Daisy Girl Handbells 7pm Alcoholics
10:15am Holy 7pm Finance Scouts Anonymous
Communion Committee 6pm Girl Scouts #4432
11:15am WELCA 7pm Alanon
3pm Girl Scouts 4041 7:30pm Adult Choir
3pm Girl Scouts 41766 Rehearsal
4pm PCO Concert
30 1 2 3 4 5 6
8:30am Children's 10:15am Staff 10:30am WELCA 4pm Social Ministry 7pm Naranon 9am DAR Holiday
Choir 11am Alanon Family | 4pm Girl Scouts 7pm Alanon 7:15pm Aduit Meeting
9am Faith Formation | Group 6pm Girl Scouts 7-30pm Adult Choir Handbells Spm Evening Light
10:15am Holy 6pm Cadette Tr00p | 6-30pm Faith Rehearsal (w/communion)
Communion-combined | 42024 Formation Committee 7pm Alcoholics
with Muhlenberg 7pm Property 7:30pm Worship & Anonymous
Parish 7pm Stephen Ministry | Music
11:45am Advent
Workshop
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BIBLE

e | Bible In A Year Reading Plan

YEAR
ONLINE

November

Old Testament

New Testament

Psalm

Proverbs

01
02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

1y o A o 6 R

Ezekiel 1:1-3:15
Ezekiel 3:16-6:14
Ezekiel 7:1-9:11
Ezekiel 10:1-11:25
Ezekiel 12:1-14:11
Ezekiel 14:12-16:41
Ezekiel 16:42-17:24
Ezekiel 18:1-19:14
Ezekiel 20:1-49
Ezekiel 21:1-22:31
Ezekiel 23:1-49
Ezekiel 24:1-26:21
Ezekiel 27:1-28:26
Ezekiel 29:1-30:26
Ezekiel 31:1-32:32
Ezekiel 33:1-34:31
Ezekiel 35:1-36:38
Ezekiel 37:1-38:23
Ezekiel 39:1-40:27
Ezekiel 40:28-41:26
Ezekiel 42:1-43:27
Ezekiel 44:1-45:12
Ezekiel 45:13-46:24
Ezekiel 47:1-48:35
Daniel 1:1-2:23
Daniel 2:24-3:30
Daniel 4:1-37
Daniel 5:1-31
Daniel 6:1-28
Daniel 7:1-28

Hebrews 3:1-19
Hebrews 4:1-16
Hebrews 5:1-14
Hebrews 6:1-20
Hebrews 7:1-17
Hebrews 7:18-28
Hebrews 8:1-13
Hebrews 9:1-10
Hebrews 9:11-28
Hebrews 10:1-17
Hebrews 10:18-39
Hebrews 11:1-16
Hebrews 11:17-31

Hebrews 11:32-12:13

Hebrews 12:14-29
Hebrews 13:1-25
James 1:1-18
James 1:19-2:17
James 2:18-3:18
James 4:1-17
James 5:1-20

1 Peter 1:1-12

1 Peter 1:13-2:10
1 Peter 2:11-3:7
1 Peter 3:8-4:6

1 Peter 4:7-5:14
2 Peter 1:1-21

2 Peter 2:1-22

2 Peter 3:1-18
1John 1:1-10

hitps-iibibleinayearonline.com

Psalm 104:1-23
Psalm 104:24-35
Psalm 105:1-15
Psalm 105:16-36
Psalm 105:37-45
Psalm 106:1-12
Psalm 106:13-31
Psalm 106:32-48
Psalm 107:1-43
Psalm 108:1-13
Psalm 109:1-31
Psalm 110:1-7
Psalm 111:1-10
Psalm 112:1-10
Psalm 113:1-114:8
Psalm 115:1-18
Psalm 116:1-19
Psalm 117:1-2
Psalm 118:1-18
Psalm 118:19-29
Psalm 119:1-16
Psalm 119:17-32
Psalm 119:33-48
Psalm 119:49-64
Psalm 119:65-80
Psalm 119:81-96
Psalm 119:97-112
Psalm 119:113-128
Psalm 119:129-152
Psalm 119:153-176

Proverbs 26:24-26
Proverbs 26:27
Proverbs 26:28
Proverbs 27:1-2
Proverbs 27:3
Proverbs 27:4-6
Proverbs 27:7-9
Proverbs 27:10
Proverbs 27:11
Proverhs 27:12
Proverbs 27:13
Proverbs 27:14
Proverbs 27:15-16
Proverhs 27:17
Proverbs 27:18-20
Proverbs 27:21-22
Proverbs 27:23-27
Proverbs 28:1
Proverbs 28:2
Proverbs 28:3-5
Proverbs 28:6-7
Proverbs 28:8-10
Proverbs 28:11
Proverbs 28:12-13
Proverbs 28:14
Proverbs 28:15-16
Proverbs 28:17-18
Proverbs 28:19-20
Proverbs 28:21-22
Proverbs 28:23-24

The One Year® Bible Reading Plan. Copyright & 1985, 1986, 1987, 1989, 1991, 1996, 2004, Tyndale House Publishers.
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CHURCH STAFF

Lead Pastor
The Rev. K. Russell Crouthamel
Pastoral Associate:
The Rev. Thomas Kochenderfer, Jr.
Director of Music:

F. Thomas Snyder lll
Organist & Pianist:
John A. Quinn lll
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Sonya K. Sowards
Sexton:

Mark Yanchek, Jr.
Nursery Coordinator:
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CHURCH COUNCIL
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John Dorward
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Don Titus
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Mike Kahl
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Kyle Oszeyczik
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Kate Hicks
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Becky Stevens

Stephen Ministry Leader:
Linda Landis — (610) 933-9544

COMMITTEES

Columbarium:
Bill Starling, Chair
Dale Herbranson, Council Rep.
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Bill Schoellkopf, Chair
Dale Herbranson, Council Rep.

Executive:
Marc Staudenmaier, Chair

Faith Formation:
Erica Reading, Chair
Kate Hicks, Council Reps.

Fellowship:
Sandra Zimmermann, Chair

Rachel Zimmermann, Council Rep.

Finance:
Kevin Gallagher, Chair
Jeanne Schanzenbach
Council Rep.

Green Team
Aimee Hillegas, Council Rep.

Mutual Ministry:
Kyle Oszeyczik, Council Rep.
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E-mail: office@stjohnphoenixville.org
office hours 9-3 M,T,Th & 9-12 W,F (barring exceptions)
please call for appointments with staff members
A Caring, Sharing, Growing Congregation of the ELCA

Worship Schedule

Saturdays
5 p.m. Evening Light with Holy Communion

Sundays
10:15 a.m. Holy Communion
(fall, winter and spring)
9:00 a.m. Holy Communion

(Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day)
Handicapped Accessible
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