The Circle

June 2026

Dear Friends in Christ,

The school year is almost over, and we’re preparing for graduation celebrations and getting ready for summer
trips and activities. Even though the Sunday school year is winding down, there are still lots of things that
St. John’s is going to be involved in this summer! Space constraints mean that | can’t list everything that
St. John’s is going to be involved in, but I'd love to highlight a few things.

First and foremost, we're going to continue gathering every Sunday for worship! The Augsburg Confession, one
of the foundational Lutheran documents, describes the Church as “the community of believers, gathered around
the Word of God rightly preached, and the Sacraments administered according to the Gospel.” I'm excited to be
a part of the community here at St. John’s as we gather every Sunday around the Word and the Sacraments. In
addition to our regular Sunday worship, we're also going to be celebrating our Confirmation students on May
31st, and welcoming new members on June 7t as well as celebrating at least one Holy Baptism, on June 21st.
It’'s an exciting time to be able to welcome new members to the congregation!

June also means Vacation Bible School. This year we’re going to be going on a Rainforest Adventure! We've al-
ready gotten a lot of students and volunteer leaders signed up to help, and I'm excited to be able to be a part of
VBS. It's a great opportunity to share God’s love with young people both in our congregation, and from all over
Phoenixville and the surrounding area. If you're interested in helping (or signing your children up as students),
registrations are still open!

We're also going to once again be taking part in the Appalachia Service Project trip in July. ASP is a fantastic op-
portunity to serve our neighbors, as we work to make homes in West Virginia and other parts of Appalachia
warmer, dryer, and safer. It’s also a fantastic experience for all of the participants on the trip, as they grow in
faith and get opportunities to practice serving their neighbors.

And finally, I'm excited for us to be able to support Bear Creek Camp this summer. Bear Creek is a Lutheran
church camp located just outside of Wilkes-Barre, PA. The camp is affiliated with the Southeastern PA Synod.
We’'ve had a few campers attend for many years, but this year, we're going to be sending at least seven campers
over the course of the summer (as well as Pastor Russ; I'll be volunteering as the camp chaplain for the week
from June 28t to July 3rdl) Bear Creek is a wonderful camp, and I’'m looking forward to being able to be a part of
the camp experience this summer.

There are a lot of fun and exciting ways that we’re going to get the opportunity in the coming months to love and
serve both God and our neighbors, and I’'m looking forward to being a part of them!

In Christ,

Pastor Russ




Vacation Bible School

registration ends June 8th!
Vacation Bible School 2026 will be held June 22-26 from 9 a.m.-
noon. Our theme this year is Rainforest Falls! Kids will have a blast
plunging into a Iifelong adventure of discovering the na-

yot 11 relatlonsh|p with God—their creator—a safe place in life's
¢ storms. You won’t want to miss it! Scan the QR code here

Set-Up Day from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Scan the code or click this link: St. John's Lutheran Vacation

Bible School 2026 Volunteer Signup

Please email Val Kramer (valerielynnkramer@gmail.com) with any questions. Thank you!
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SERVICE PROJECT®
July 12-18, 2026

Each year, volunteers from St. John’s
spend a week in service, faith, and
fellowship helping families in need
throughout Central Appalachia. The
trip is open to all adults and youth
who have completed 8t grade.
Whether you're a first-timer or a sea-
soned volunteer, we’d love to have
you join the team! Contact Jodi
O’Neill for details or to express your
interest. (oneillsinvf@comcast.net or
(610) 716-6644.

ASP (Appalachia Service Project) is a
Christian, non-profit home repair or-
ganization that utilizes volunteers to
perform free home repair and re-
placement for families living in sub-
standard housing or families affect-
ed by a disaster in the Appalachian
region. To find out more about Appa-
lachia Service Project, please visit
www.asphome.org.

Vocal soloists, pianists, and instrumental-
ists young and old(er) are invited to share
their talents (either up front or from the
balcony) as part of our summer worship.
Warm up those vocal chords, tickle the
ivories, and dust off your instruments to

For more information or

/ . , braise the Lord!
16/ to schedule a date in June, July, or August
contact Tom Snyder, Director of Music,

ftsiii@gmail.com.

WELCA does not meet in May. Instead,
we will meet on June 2nd at 10:30 a.m. to
help with preparations for VBS. This is
always a time of fun and fellow-
ship. Those attending will follow these
"chores" with lunch at Mama Alba's
(separate checks).
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There are two Sight and Sound Movie Sundays planned for July 12t
(Samson) and August 2nd (Jesus). Movies will begin after worship
around 10:15 a.m. in the Fireside Room.

Please continue to bring in those Redner's tapes as well as the other
items on our ongoing list (greeting cards, pens, pencils, stickers, etc.)



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSewl0c5oIEBlUz8deRSnzLzUBynND6FxWr_EVJg_qpfDeUtfA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSewl0c5oIEBlUz8deRSnzLzUBynND6FxWr_EVJg_qpfDeUtfA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdSxOFiywbmz0MoxqxaAgY_dM-AGxKxw8q2yU2VTxPNGhfHVQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdSxOFiywbmz0MoxqxaAgY_dM-AGxKxw8q2yU2VTxPNGhfHVQ/viewform
mailto:oneillsinvf@comcast.net
mailto:ftsiii@gmail.com

Congratulations Graduates!
We will celebrate the wonderful graduates listed &5
below and others and award the St. John’s schol- ™
arship to some on June 7th! Be sure to join us @
and congratulate them. :

Lucas Becker will be attending Susquehanna Uni-
versity and will be majoring in accounting. Lucas
is a lifelong member of St. John's. He attended
Sunday school with his brothers, and many sum-
mers at VBS as a camper and eventually as a
youth guide. He was even the voice of Duncan
the Monkey one year! Lucas has enjoyed playing
music at church, he's played piano and partici-
pated in the children’s and adult bell choir. He
plans to continue the bell choir at Susquehanna. This summer Lucas will take part in his 5th ASP trip with his fami-
ly. He feels most grateful for the community and relationships he has built over the years at St John's.

Nathaniel Becker will be attending University of Pittsburgh and majoring in biology. Nathaniel is a lifelong member
of St. John's. He attended weekly Sunday church school with his brothers, participated in many summers at VBS
as a camper and eventually graduated to working on the daily camp newsletter. Nathaniel enjoyed visiting all of
the stations and providing families with fun little peaks into the day's activities. This paved the way for him to take
journalism in high school, contributing to the school paper and also work on the yearbook. Nathaniel participated
in children's bells and transitioned to adult bells under the fine direction of Mr. FTS the 3rd. He will attend his 5t
ASP trip with his family this summer. Nathaniel feels grateful for the friends at St. John's and growing up surround-
ed by such great adult role models in the church.

Trevor O'Neill

"For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to
do."— Ephesians 2:10

As the youngest of four siblings, Trevor has never had to be asked twice to serve. For the past eight years, he has
shown up faithfully as a VBS volunteer, pouring into the next generation the same love and faith St. John’s first
planted in him. He’s also answered a bigger call in being a steady force for the Appalachian Service Project, where
he gave his faith and hands to repair homes and restore hope for families in need.

Trevor would like to thank this congregation. The people, the mission, and the community here shaped the young
man standing on the edge of this next chapter. He heads into the future not with uncertainty, but with quiet confi-
dence, called and ready. This fall, Trevor will attend Penn State University.

Lizzy Strunk will graduate from AIM Academy on May 29, 2026. This fall, she will attend Rollins College, where she
is currently undecided on her major and looking forward to exploring new opportunities. At AIM, Lizzy enjoyed an
incredible senior year as captain of both the basketball and lacrosse teams, helping lead both teams to league
championships. She is thankful for the friendships and memories AIM helped her build and is excited for the ad-
ventures ahead in Florida.

If you have a graduate to include in the June 7th celebration, please let Sonya Sowards know ASAP and, if you like,
send a bio to her to include in the summer newsletter by June 18%. Congratulations to all our graduates!

Adult Classes
Sunday school classes for adults are suspended for the summer. Join any of the classes (Bible Study, Faith Life,
Happy Hour, or Sunday Morning Book Club) again in September every Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. beginning
September 13th,




St. John’s Choir & Friends Concert

Sunday, May 31, 55 singers from 20 different churches, the Kryos Brass Quintet from West Chester University, and
John Quinn organist and pianist performed the 33rd annual St. John’s Choir & Friends concert. Entitled “Hymns,
Psalms, and Spirituals” the program had a great variety of sacred music performed for an enthusiastic audience of
about 140. The success of this annual event is only possible because of the support and help from many mem-
bers of St. John’s. The moving team removed and replaced four pews to accommodate the performers. Following
worship many assisted in setting up the chairs and changing our chancel area to a concert venue. Thanks to Jean
Herbranson and Altar Guild members for assisting with that task. The Fellowship Team, with leadership from
Sandy and Rachel Zimmermann, assisted by others, served a buffet dinner to the musicians. Many members gra-
ciously provided desserts for the dinner. Greeters welcomed the concert-goers to St. John’s and helped receive a
freewill offering. Dale Herbranson provided audio and visual support for the concert. During the five rehearsals
John Quinn provided piano accompaniment. Without the support of members and our Council this wonderful pro-
gram would not happen. This was the concluding performance in the 2025-2026 concert series. During the seven
concerts we welcomed about 900 people to St. John’s—outstanding outreach to the greater Phoenixville communi-
ty. Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Tom Snyder

Book Club

Sunday Morning Book Club may be over until
September, but Summer Book Club goes on!

We'll be meeting once a month (TBD) for fellow-
ship and to discuss a book. Summer books are
also TBD.

Contact Jean Herbranson (deherb@juno.com) for
dates and locations of the meetings.

1

PrideFest—June 20th, 12-5 p.m.
Join us to promote St. John’s at Chester Coun-

questions at katehicks1921@gmail.com or sign
up for a time slot via this link or QR code https://docs.google.com/

forms/d/e/1FAlpQLSdGeE pYP9YiL6nNUvk21xIPG PzsX1DDEbgA6700cBygxplg/
- viewform
. E—



mailto:deherb@juno.com
mailto:katehicks1921@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGeE_pYP9YiL6nNUvk21xlPG_PzsX1DDEbqA67o0cBygxplg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGeE_pYP9YiL6nNUvk21xlPG_PzsX1DDEbqA67o0cBygxplg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGeE_pYP9YiL6nNUvk21xlPG_PzsX1DDEbqA67o0cBygxplg/viewform

June Worship Staff

Acolyte
7 TBD
14 TBD
21 TBD
28 TBD
Altar Guild
7 Nancy Cressman & Janet Ertell
14 Donna Anderson & Cathy Garrett
21 Andrea Hart & Jean Herbranson

28 Betty Hans & Jean Herbranson

Assisting Minister
7 Ron Stevens

14 Tom Snyder

21 Mimi Woods

28 Walt Deichmann

Bread Bakers

6/7 TBD

13/14 Rich Latella

20/21 TBD

27/28 TBD

Communion Assistant/Lector
7 Bill Starling

14 Kristin McGregor

21 Lynn Titus

28 Nancy Cressman
Counters
7 Jack & Janet Ertell
14 Heather Yonosh & Jeanne Schanzenbach

21 Mary Heiser; Mike & Cathy Kahl
28 Stephen & Jen Drewes
Evening Light Assistant

6 TBD
13 Sandy Momyer
20 TBD
27 Shirley Platzer
Lock-up
7 Marc Staudenmaier

14 Kyle Oszeyczik
21 Jim Kelsh

28 John Dorward
Stream Team

7 Nil Aho
14 Nils Aho & Paul Miller
21 Aimee Hillegas & Dale Herbranson
28 Josh Romano & Aimee Hillegas
Ushers

7 Marc Staudenmaier & Sue Starling

14 Kevin & Kelly Gallagher
21 Jen Drewes & Don Titus
28 Donna Anderson & Dick Kunsch

Pancake Breakfast

June 28t after church
Join us for a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday,
June 28, 2026, immediately following the 9:00
a.m. church service, in support of the Eagle
Scout project of Ben Blackledge. Ben’s project
will focus on renovating the fence surrounding
the playground to help create a safer and more
welcoming space for our children and families.
We hope you will join us for good food and fel-
lowship while supporting this worthwhile com-

munity project!

Thrivent Action Team Grants
Thrivent members are eligible to apply for two Ac-
tion Team Grants each year to benefit their
church. Special projects pop up from time to time
at St. John’s for which these grants could be used.

If you'd like ideas for the use of your grant or need
detailed instructions on how to apply, contact our
Administrator, Sonya Sowards, or speak to a staff

member, Committee chair, or Council member.

Dear Beth & group!
Thank you so much for the adorable Mother’s Day
bags. We were so excited to give them to the moms.
Many blessings,
Good Samaritan Services

Give to St. John’s Via App
Vanco, our eGiving provider, has launched an up-
dated mobile app called Vanco Mobile. You can
download the Vanco Mobile app for free from the
App Store or Google Play. From there, you can
make a one-time donation or set up recurring giv-
ing right through the app. Just select your fund
and amount, enter a payment method and com-
plete the donation. If you have questions or need
assistance, email Dale Herbranson at

dale.herbranson@outlook.com.




St. John’s Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Minutes
Aprit 13, 2026

Council Member Name | Pres/Exc/.| Committee Assigned .. Term | Term
s “JorAbsent | .o R 1/2 | Ends

John Dorward {President) | Present Executive and Electronics 1 2/2028

Jeanne Schanzenbach Present Executive and Finance 2 2/2028

(VP)

Sue Starting (Secretary) Present Executive and Scholarship 2 2/2027

Jim Kelsh Present Endowment 1 2/2029

Brian Greenwald Present Worship and Music 1 2/2029

Kate Hicks Present Faith Formation, 1 2/2027

Fellowship/Welcoming

Aimee Hitlegas Present Social Ministry and Green Team 2 2/2027

Mike Kaht Present Executive 2 2/2028

Kyle Oszeyczik Present Mutual Ministry and Property 1 2/2027

Marc Staudenmaier Present Stewardship 2 2/2029

Becky Stevens Absent Executive and Columbarium 1 2/2028

Rachel Zimmermann Present 1 2/2028

Pastor Russ Present n/a

Guests:

Sonya Sowards Present n/a

Tom Snyder Present n/a

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by John.

Council devotional was led by Brian.

Prior Meeting Minutes

03/09/26 Council Minutes:
Motion by Mike, second by Marc to accept the minutes as written; motion carried.

Staff Reports
Motion by Marc, second by Kyle to accept Staff reports as written; motion carried.

Committee Reports
Finance Committee meeting minutes of 3/23/26 —accepted as written.

.

Benevolence Giving — the Pastor and Social Ministry Committee should work together to
ensure the congregation knows what St. John's is supporting and that funds are paid out
Motion from Committee: The finance committee recommends the current Undesighated
Bequest Distribution policy be updated to reflect as follows: 10% shall go to Qutreach (per
St. John’s Constitution), 10% to Scholarship, 10% to Circle of Life Endowment, 35% to
Capital Improvements, and 35% to St. John’s Investment Fund. Further, reasonable
discretion shall be given to the Finance Committee, including but not limited to, in the case
of an outsized bequest. (This applies to undesignated bequests from an estate, not funds
donated in memory.) Motion carried.

Recommendation on Campership Scholarship support — Finance Committee recommends
that St. lohns encourage campers to apply for tuition-only scholarships and recommends
scholarships to be awarded on a needs basis. Council discussed the various options to
address. Marc made a motion that for 2026, St. John’s will reimburse 50% of the Tier A
tuition cost for each camper; funding will come from the Scholarship Fund. Jim
seconded the motion. Mation carried with one abstention.



s Kyle made a motion to accept Finance Committee minutes as presented, Marc
seconded, motion carried.

Council reviewed the following Committee Reports:
e Electronics Committee of 03/22/26 — accepted as written.
Faith Formation of 04/08/26 — accepted as written.
Property Committee of 04/06/26 — accepted as written.
Worship and Music Committee — no minutes, meeting 4/14.
Social Ministry Committes of 04/01/26 — accepted as written.
Fellowship and Welcoming Committee of 03/24/26 — accepted as written.
Columbarium Committee — did not meet.
Executive Committee — did not meet.
Stewardship Commitiee - no minutes, met4/13.
Green Team of 3/16/26 — accepted as written.
Circle of Life Endowment Committee of 04/08/26 — accepted as written.

Motion by Jeanne, second by Jim to accept committee reports; motion carried.

Old Business

e Lock-Up signup — covered.

« Muhlenberg Parish update — minutes are in Sonya’s packet.

e RIC Update — ongoing.

e Peer Ministry Update —ongoing.

e DCYFM Position Update — no new applications received. Due to revisit the posting in May.

e Constitution Update — Mike has consolidated all proposed changes. Once all are agreed upon
and integrated, it will then be approved by Council and then final approval will occur in a
Congregational Meeting.

e Safety Policy Update —task force has been formed; working to meet with all key stakeholders,
and will then develop a timeline.

e Revisit Offering Collection — addressed by Stewardship.

New Business

e Church Directory — picture directory has not been done since 2015. We can take pictures and

and Sonya can add to the directory. Tabled for future discussion.

Proposal from cleaning company regarding event setup/takedown — cleaning company offered

to do setup at $65/session (so a setup and takedown would cost $130.)

e 2026 Scholarships: The Scholarship committee made a motion that $2000 scholarships be
awarded to Lucas Becker, Trevor O’Neill and Dylan Oszeyczilk. Motion carried with one
abstention.

L]

John adjourned the meeting by decree at 8:40.
Next regular meeting is May 11, 2026.

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Starling

Church Council Secretary

Dear Pastor Russ:

Thank you for your generous donation of $2,000 to support Selian Lutheran Hospice. Our work to enhance ac-
cess to hospice and palliative care worldwide is only possible through partnerships, which are essential for mak-
ing true and sustained impact in access to palliative care. We are honored to work with you in this mission! On
behalf of our entire team and our global partners, thank you for being an essential part of this journey. We look
forward to continuing our work in partnership with you. It is through collaboration and partnership that we will
drive action and innovation in global palliative care, reaching those in need.

With heartfelt appreciation,

Lacey Ahern

Executive Director

Global Partners in Care




June 2026 Events, Birthdays & Anniversaries

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
31 1 2 3 4 5 6
Donald Platzer's Dax Kunsch's birthday | Dirk Rimrott's birthday | Dan Free's birthday Bill and Sue Starling's | Derek and Carlla Austin Starling's
birthday Dodi Strunk’s birthday | Paul Miller's birthday | lan Kramer's birthday | anniversary Carr's anniversary birthday
Rich Latella and 10:15am Staff 10:30am WELCA Mark Wallace's Mitch and Erica wedding 11am Kurtz interment
;ﬁfgﬂsgﬁ"m" ® | 11am Alanon Family | 6:30pm Faith birthaay Reading's anniversary 5pm Evening Light
Sam Holy G ) Group Formation Committee | Tyler Speaker's 7pm Naranon (w/communion}
w?g;nﬂ"%angr:munlon 6pm Cadette Troop 7:30pm Worship & birthday 7pm wedding 7pm Alcoholics
42024 Music 4pm Social Ministry rehearsal Anonymous
7pm Property 7pm Alanon
7pm Stephen Ministry
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Mikayla Niness's Abigail Speaker's Colten Bomberger's 6pm Girl Scouts #4432 | Annaliese Duerr's Blake Goodhart's Daniel Free Jr's
birthday birthday birthday 7pm Alanon birthday birthday birthday
9am Holy 11am Alanon Family Marc and Laura 7pm Naranon Mike and Cathy Kahl's
Communion-Graduate | Group Staudenmaier's anniversary
Sunday 7pm Church Council | anniversary 5pm Evening Light
2pm Girl Scouts (w/communion)
#41441 7pm Alcoholics
Anonymous
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Braeden Hawkins's Jessica Kramer's Becky Stevens's Maryanne Mara's Circle deadline Cece Leong's birthday | Brooke Free's birthday
birthday birthday birthday birthday Donna Breitinger's John Riley's birthday | Ric and Mindy
Carson Melton's 11am Alanon Family Eileen Krueger's 7pm Alanon birthday St Peter's lunch Kramer's anniversary
birthday Group birthday Kevin Gallagher's gam VBS Set-Up Day
Maddox Rambo's 7pm Green Team Mario Walls and birthday 12pm PrideFest
birthday ~ | 7pm Stephen Minisiry Sﬁ#ﬁg%mgan s 7pm Naranon 5pm Evening Light
9am Holy Communion Sana Mow or 8:15pm Naranon (wicommunion)
andy Momy Support 7pm Alcoholics
birthday
. Anonymous
Val Kramer's birthday
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Joan Carl's birthday Dan and Brooke 9am Vacation Bible 9am Vacation Bible 9am Vacation Bible 9am Vacation Bible Dana Deichmann's
Kevin and Kelly Free's anniversary School School School School birthday
allagher's n Fermani's ohn Westerman's on and Lynn Titus's arol Renninger's routhamel's e Rimrott's birthda
Gallagher' Kathryn F i John West ' D d Lynn Titus' Carol Renninger" AJ Crouthamel' Elke Rimrott's birthday
anniversary birthday birthday anniversary birthday birthday 5pm Evening Light
9am Holy Communion | Taylor McGoldrick's 7pm Fellowship Donna Papsun's Evan Aho's birthday David and Robin (w/communion)
birthday Committee birthday Mark and Sarah Frees's anniversary 7pm Alcoholics
9am Vacation Bible 7pm Alanon Blattner's anniversary | Mike and Dawn Anonymous
School ?pm Book Club Tim Babinchak's Platchek's anni\fersaw
11am Alanon Family birthday
Group 7pm Naranon
28 29 30 1 2 3 4
9am Holy Communion | John Unruh and Rhett Grejdus’s Adelaide Frangoulis's | Dylan Oszeyczik's Cindy Riley's birthday | Amanda Westerman's
10am Pancake Devonl Mens_,ch- birthday birthday birthday Gianna Bliss's birthday birthday
Breakfast Unruh's anniversary Nancy Wilkinson's Robb Frees's birthday Kurt Seidel's birthday
Rachael Aaronson's birthday 7pm Naranon Travis Brown's
binday Ric Kramer's birthday birthday
Sue Lisiewski's 4pm Social Ministry 5pm Evening Light
birthday _ 7pm Alanon (w/communion)
1 1am Alanon Fam”y ?pm tho“cs
Group Anonymous

7pm Finance
Committee
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