
  

The Circle 

Summer 2026 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

I hope everyone’s summer is off to a good start!  Last month, at the Synod Assembly, the voting members of the 

Southeastern Pennsylvania were tasked with voting on whether or not to adopt a resolution condemning Christian 

Nationalism.  The resolution passed, which I’m personally glad for; I support the resolution.  But Christian national-

ism is one of those hot-button things right now; this isn’t just academic, and it’s also very local.  In light of that, and 

as we prepare for celebrations of the United States’ 250th anniversary, it’s important to talk about Christian nation-

alism:  what it is and isn’t; why the resolution opposing it was important; and what we as Lutherans can do regard-

ing it.  

 

There are countless different definitions of Christian nationalism, with different shadings and nuances, but all of 

them, at their core, are an unhealthy fusion of Christian identity and civic pride.  Christian nationalism is about the 

idea, spoken or not, that one kind of Christianity is not only superior to others, but that it’s the only right way, not 

only to be Christian, but also the only right way to be American.  And that idea runs counter to the spirit of both the 

First Amendment (which says that the U.S. government can’t support or promote any religion over others) and the 

First Commandment (as Christian nationalism makes an idol of civic pride).  

 

That doesn’t mean that if you’re Christian, you can’t also be American, or that you can’t have civic pride or partici-

pate in civic activities.  Speaking just for myself, I’m an Eagle Scout and Cub Scout leader; when I was younger,  I 

played Taps at Memorial Day services with the Souderton American Legion post; and I’ve been a part of civic ob-

servances as a pastor, including giving an invocation at veterans’ breakfast hosted at Founding Forward a few 

years ago.  I don’t see any of those things as necessarily in conflict with my Christian faith.  And I know that other 

St. John’s members are involved in DAR, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, and other civic organizations; are veterans and 

family members of armed-service members; and several members serve their communities in local elected politi-

cal offices—and those are just the people that I know about firsthand! 

 

As Christians, we’re called to love God and to love our neighbor, and being active and engaged in society is part of 

how we’re called to do that.  But Christian nationalism takes that engagement too far, saying that it’s not enough 

to be Christian and to be American, but that you have to be Christian (and usually a specific kind of Christian) to be 

American, and vice-versa.  Which leads to the idea that people who don’t do Christianity (or American-ness) the 

same way aren’t as-good Americans, or as-good Christians, or as-good people.  And that flies in the face of the 

idea that humanity is made in God’s image, and that all humanity (even people from other countries, or who prac-

tice their faith differently) share in that image of God.  

 

The resolution itself draws on other statements that the Lutheran Church has published, and calls on the South-

eastern PA Synod to do a bunch of things:  to affirm “that Christ alone is the head of the church, and that no na-

tion, ethnicity, or political ideology may claim divine authority,” to share resources and studies on Christian identity 

and public life, and to call on leaders in the church “to speak clearly against instances when Christian language, 

symbols, or scripture are misused to justify exclusion, violence, or political supremacy and to engage others influ-

enced by Christian nationalist narratives with pastoral sensitivity, curiosity, and invitation for dialogue.”  Essential-

ly, it says (as several other statements from ELCA have done, going back to 1991) that the Church, and Christians, 

are part of American society and that we’re called to participate responsibly in that society.  And part of that re-

sponsibility as the Church and as Americans is to speak up when you see people using faith—or political engage-

ment, or both—to hurt others.  

continued next page 
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Four Bones:  A Premiere Trombone Quartet 

August 2nd @ 1 p.m. 
Our 2026-2027 Concert Series kicks off at 1 p.m., Sunday, Au-

gust 2nd featuring Four Bones, a premiere trombone quartet 

dedicating to highlighting the power, versatility, and artistry of 

the trombone.  Combining technical mastery with dynamic 

stage presence, Four Bones delivers performances that capti-

vate audiences and elevate the perception of brass chamber 

music. 

 

Formed by four accomplished trombonists, Scott Cullen, Ron Evans, Jim Olson, and Will Shafer, all with a 

shared passion for innovation and excellence, Four Bones brings together a diverse repertoire that 

spans classical masterpieces, jazz standards, and contemporary works.  Each performance is a celebra-

tion of the instrument’s expressive range—from rich, resonant harmonies to dazzling virtuosic passages. 

 

“Our mission is to push the boundaries of what a trombone ensemble can achieve,” said Will, founding 

member of Four Bones. “We want to connect with audiences through music that is both artistically pro-

found and emotionally engaging.” 

 

Four Bones will also be accompanying worship that morning by playing Prelude, Offering, and Postlude 

music in addition to helping accompany the hymns. 

Continued from previous page 

If you’re interested in learning more about the intersection of faith and political life, there are a couple of re-

sources I can point you to.  The resolution from the Synod Assembly, and the social statements from the ELCA that 

it references, are all available online, at least as of the time of this writing.  I’ll link them below.  In addition, Pastor 

Taylor from Zion Lutheran Church and Pastor Paisley from St. Peter’s Lutheran Church will be hosting a study on 

Lutheran theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer and his life and works later this year.  If you have other questions or con-

cerns about Christian nationalism, or about the intersection of faith and political engagement, I’m always glad to 

listen.  As we each mark the 250th anniversary of the United States’ founding in our own ways, may we all work to 

love and serve our neighbors, as Americans and as faithful Christians. 

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Russ 

 

Below are links to the resolution, and to the social statements that it draws from.  If you’re reading this electroni-

cally, you should be able to click or tap on the links to view the statements. If you’d prefer a printed copy, please 

let Pastor Russ know. Thanks!  

 

SEPA Synod Assembly resolution: https://www.sepa.org/_files/

ugd/16176b_c41772e1a46a41559f9c9ebc86b15240.pdf 

 

The Church in Society: A Lutheran Perspective ELCA Social Statement (1991): https://

elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/Church_SocietySS.pdf 

 

Faith and Civic Life: Seeking the Well-being of All ELCA Social Statement (2025): https://

elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/

F_and_CL_SWBA_as_adopted_CA25_05_21_not_copyedited_formatted.pdf 

https://www.sepa.org/_files/ugd/16176b_c41772e1a46a41559f9c9ebc86b15240.pdf
https://www.sepa.org/_files/ugd/16176b_c41772e1a46a41559f9c9ebc86b15240.pdf
https://elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/Church_SocietySS.pdf
https://elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/Church_SocietySS.pdf
https://elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/F_and_CL_SWBA_as_adopted_CA25_05_21_not_copyedited_formatted.pdf
https://elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/F_and_CL_SWBA_as_adopted_CA25_05_21_not_copyedited_formatted.pdf
https://elcamediaresources.blob.core.windows.net/cdn/wp-content/uploads/F_and_CL_SWBA_as_adopted_CA25_05_21_not_copyedited_formatted.pdf
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Pancake Breakfast 

June 28th after church 
Join us for a Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, June 28, 2026, 

immediately following the 9:00 a.m. church service, in support 

of the Eagle Scout project of Ben Blackledge.  Ben’s project 

will focus on renovating the fence surrounding the playground 

to help create a safer and more welcoming space for our chil-

dren and families.  We hope you will join us for good food and 

fellowship while supporting this worthwhile community pro-

ject! 

End of Summer Tailgate Party 
Please join us at our annual end-of-summer 

tailgate on Friday, August 21st, at 5:30 p.m.  

We look forward to a fun night of fellow-

ship, fun, and food!  Bring a snack to share 

and a yard game to play and we will assem-

ble our cars for a tailgate-style hang-out in the side parking 

lot! St. John's will provide the pizza!  Click this link or scan 

the QR code to RSVP and indicate any snacks or games that 

you can bring.    

Register for Children’s Faith Formation 
Please use this link or scan the 

QR code to register your child 

for Faith Formation classes for 

this upcoming school year!  

These classes are held at 9 

a.m. on Sundays before wor-

ship and classes will begin with 

“Rally Day” on Sunday, September 13th!  

Did You Know?  
In addition to the Prayer Lists printed in the weekly bulletins, did you know that there are two other ways to 

learn about prayer needs?  There is a phone chain, where you receive a call and then call someone else to 

continue the chain of prayers.  There is also an email chain, where you receive an email about prayer needs 

and can start praying immediately.  Prayer works and the more pray-ers there are, the better! Contact Linda 

Landis,  at (610) 202-5737, or songbirdlinnie@gmail.com to join either the phone prayer chain or the email 

prayer chain.  

Celebrating 10 Years of Ordination 

July 26th after worship 
We will joyfully celebrate the 10th Anniversary of Pastor Russ Crouthamel’s Ordination 

on Sunday, July 26th at a special coffee hour in Kley Hall.  We thank God for a decade 

of his faithful service, spiritual leadership, and dedication to the church and communi-

ty.  Please come and share in this special occasion immediately following worship ser-

vice in Kley Hall. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0A4EABAB2AA4F58-64527575-stjohns
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?tab=rm&ogbl#inbox/FMfcgzQgMVZLdQVMXPGDdNJsFSFzcnvg
mailto:songbirdlinnie@gmail.com
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Muhlenberg Parish Event August 30th  
About 673 million people around the world are facing hunger.  Rise Against 

Hunger works with Hunger Champions—like Muhlenberg Parish volunteers—

to end hunger in remote, last-mile communities. 

 

A Rise Against Hunger Experience event provides lasting, real-life impact as a 

group works together for a start-to-finish meal assembly experience to com-

bine rice, soy, dehydrated vegetables and a packet of 18 vitamins and minerals into life-changing meal packag-

es.  The food stores easily, transports quickly and has a long shelf-life to help meet the immediate nutritional 

needs of people facing food insecurity, paving the way toward resilient and bright futures!  

 

Muhlenberg Parish will: 

• Raise money for the meals—our combined goal of $6,100 will provide approximately 15,000 meals 

• Host the meal-packing event—Centennial Lutheran will serve as the host, with Zion Lutheran serving as our 

host location 

• Provide about 60 volunteers for the assembly-line packing of meals.  Setup will begin at 10 a.m., packing will 

start at 11:30 a.m. and is expected to last around two hours. 

Rise Against Hunger will provide: 

• An event facilitator to help manage the event and provide hunger education 

• All ingredients and supplies needed for the meals 

• An announcement of our meals’ destination once they are shipped 

 

Visit riseagainsthunger.org for more information and stay tuned for details on how to donate and/or volunteer!

Contact Sue Starling at rofostarling@gmail.com for more information. 

St. John’s Tanzania Connection 
In September 2010, an adventurous group of St. John’s mem-

bers traveled to visit our mission partners in Tanzania. Upon 

their return, a new parament set (altar, lectern, & pulpit cloths) 

was created and sewn by former member Joanne Nolt using 

material from Tanzania.  With the predominantly green back-

ground color, the Worship & Music Committee decided to use 

it again this year during the summer months of the Pentecost 

season. When viewed up close, ornamentation in the form of 

small charms can be seen on the altar cloth.  Look for them 

before summer's end! 

Give to St. John’s Via App 
Vanco, our eGiving provider, has launched an 

updated mobile app called Vanco Mobile.  You 

can download the Vanco Mobile app for free from 

the App Store or Google Play.  From there, you 

can make a one-time donation or set up recurring 

giving right through the app.  Just select your fund 

and amount, enter a payment method and com-

plete the donation.  If you have questions or need 

assistance, contact Dale Herbranson at 

dale.herbranson@outlook.com. 

Members and friends are invited to sponsor the vigil candle, 

bulletins, and flowers in memory of or in honor of loved ones.  

The cost is $12 per month for the candle, $20 per week for 

bulletins and $50 per week for flowers. Sign up on the sheets 

on the hallway bulletin board or contact Sonya Sowards for 

available months and dates and to specify the occasion. 

mailto:rofostarling@gmail.com
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Phoenix Wheel 
As you visit Phoenixville's newest attraction, the 78-foot-high Phoenix 

Wheel, located next to the Borough Hall, be sure to look at all of the 

bricks on the sur-

rounding walkways.  

Some bricks have 

been sponsored by 

St. John's members.  

Ladies of the Sunday 

Morning Book Club 

joined together to 

sponsor a brick, with 

a dual purpose of promoting St. John's and our love of read-

ing. Have you found it by the wheel?  How many other 

St. John's names do you recognize?  

Life Line Screening Offered at St. John’s August 17th 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m. in Kley Hall 
St. John’s will be hosting Life Line Screening, a provider of stroke and cardiovascular disease 

risk screenings since 1993, on August 17th.  The screenings c an help identify your risk level for 

Carotid Artery Disease, Peripheral Arterial Disease, Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm, or Atrial Fibril-

lation.  Life Line Screening is extending a discounted rate of $129 to all St. John’s members  If 

you would like to sign up, scan the QR code, go to https://discover.lifelinescreening.com/

habc/?sourcecd=HABC001 or call 800-324-9458 to sign up and use code HABC001. 

St. John’s Communications 
Submissions to the Parish Administrator for insertion in St. John’s communications may include worship, faith 

formation, social justice, music and community events, and any items directly related to St. John’s mission of 

“Living, growing & sharing in God’s love through Jesus Christ.”  Submissions received by Monday at 11:00 a.m. 

will be included in the following Sunday’s bulletin.  Later submissions will appear in the following week’s bulletin.  

All submissions are also included in all other applicable forms of communication (email, social media, website, 

slides, etc.) as soon as possible after receipt. 

 

Submissions for The Circle newsletter are due on the 18th of every month (except July when there is no newslet-

ter).  Submissions received after this deadline may appear in other applicable St. John’s communications and in 

the following month’s newsletter. 

 

When submitting articles, please include complete information such as date, time, location, and how to sign up 

for events (including links and/or QR codes to forms).  Images are welcome but should be photos taken around 

St.  John’s or posters created by the submitter—not stock images or any images downloaded from the Internet 

which St. John’s is not licensed to use. 

 

St. John’s has a private Facebook group for members and friends who are approved to join the group.  Because 

the group is private, it can include prayer requests, pictures of children, etc. and any member of the group may 

post.  For outward facing posts (on our Facebook page and Instagram), we follow the guidelines below: 

• No children’s faces in outward facing socials except those whose parents have signed a release; 

• Only positive posts which reflect ELCA Lutheran theology; 

• No sharing sensitive or personal information; and 

• We do not show pictures of adults or children who have asked that we not include them in our social media 

posts. 

 

If you have any questions about St. John’s communications, please contact our administrator, Sonya Sowards, at 

office@stjohnphoenixville.org or (610) 933-3947 ext. 2. 

mailto:office@stjohnphoenixville.org
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Thank you for choosing me as a recipient for the 2026  

St. John’s Scholarship.  St. John’s has played a tremendous 

role in shaping the person I am today.  Some of my favorite 

memories have been made possible because of Confirma-

tion class, Vacation Bible School, and the Appalachia Ser-

vice Project.  I always look forward to serving others, and I 

could not be more grateful to have the opportunity to do so 

with the members of St. Johns.  I would not be where I am 

today without our congregation.  Thank you to everyone who 

makes this award possible, and for continuing to guide me 

as I enter the next stage of my life.  

 

Trevor O’Neill 

I would like to express my gratitude for being one of the recipients of this year’s St. John’s scholarship award. 

Thank you all for your unwavering belief and encouragement through the church—without it, I wouldn’t have gotten 

where I am today.  

 

I plan on attending the University of Pittsburgh this fall with a major in biological sciences.  It is an ambitious chal-

lenge for sure, but thanks to your financial aid, I feel significantly more prepared to handle my expenses and enjoy 

university to the fullest.  I hope to give back to the St. John’s community as much as I can.  

 

I deeply appreciate the congregation for their support.  

 

Sincerely,  

Nathaniel Becker  

While I could not be in church the morning of the announce-

ment, I wanted to thank the congregation for their continued 

support and the awarding of the St. John's Scholarship.  I 

appreciate this generous gift towards my future education at 

Susquehanna University, and am very thankful to have 

grown up in this community, and for it to be a leading exam-

ple for me. 

 

Thank you again, 

 

Lucas Becker 

Dear members of St. John’s: 

 

Everyone who works at PACS, whether staff, board members or volunteers, sincerely thanks you for your contribu-

tion of $1,000 and your Advent offering contribution of $1,592.25.  Most importantly, we thank you on behalf of 

our neighbors who we are able to help through your generosity.  St. John’s support has always been a special part-

nership for PACS and it means so much to our mission and the neighbors we feed.  We are so grateful for it! 

 

With gratitude,  

Mary Fuller 

President 
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July 12-18, 2026  

Each year, volunteers from St. John’s 

spend a week in service, faith, and 

fellowship helping families in need 

throughout Central Appalachia.  The 

trip is open to all adults and youth 

who have completed 8th grade.  

Whether you’re a first-timer or a sea-

soned volunteer, we’d love to have 

you join the team!  Contact Jodi 

O’Neill for details or to express your 

interest. (oneillsinvf@comcast.net or 

(610) 716-6644. 

ASP (Appalachia Service Project) is a 

Christian, non-profit home repair or-

ganization that utilizes volunteers to 

perform free home repair and re-

placement for families living in sub-

standard housing or families affect-

ed by a disaster in the Appalachian 

region.  To find out more about Appa-

lachia Service Project, please visit 

www.asphome.org. 

Vocal soloists, pianists, and instrumental-

ists young and old(er) are invited to share 

their talents (either up front or from the 

balcony) as part of our summer worship.  

Warm up those vocal chords, tickle the 

ivories, and dust off your instruments to 

praise the Lord!  For more information or 

to schedule a date in June, July, or August 

contact Tom Snyder, Director of Music, 

ftsiii@gmail.com. 

There are two Sight and Sound Movie 

Sundays planned for July 12th (Samson) 

and August 2nd (Jesus).   Movies will 

begin after worship around 10:15 a.m. in 

the Fireside Room.  

 

Please continue to bring in those Red-

ner's tapes as well as the other items on our ongoing list (greeting 

cards, pens, pencils, stickers, etc.)  Our collections continue through-

out the summer and fall and we are exploring more fundraising op-

portunities.  Stay tuned for details.  Thank you for your support! 

Introducing the St. John’s Safety Task Force 
We are pleased to introduce the St. John’s safety task force, a 

group formed to thoughtfully assess and strengthen the safety 

of our church community.  The task force currently includes 

St. John’s members Kristin McGregor, Kate Hicks, and Pastor 

Russ.  

 

Our goal is to review existing safety policies and procedures, 

identify potential gaps or areas for improvement, and explore 

options that ensure a safe and welcoming environment for all 

who gather at St. John’s. 

 

We encourage members of the congregation to share any questions, concerns, or suggestions related to safety. 

Your input is essential as we work through this process together. 

 

Over time the task force will evaluate various approaches and develop recommendations to enhance safety at our 

church.  Please look for future announcements, including a survey that will allow us to gather broader feedback 

from the congregation 

 

We appreciate your support and partnership as we work to care for our community. 

Summer Book Club 
Sunday Morning Book Club may be over until September, but Sum-

mer Book Club goes on!  We read The Red Lotus by Chris Bohjalian 

for the June discussion meeting on June 24th. The July meeting will 

be on Wednesday, July 15th and the book is The Book Club for Trou-

blesome Women by Marie Bostwick. The August book will be The 

Wedding People by Alison Espach, date TBD. For places and times, 

contact Jean Herbranson, deherb@juno.com. 

mailto:oneillsinvf@comcast.net
mailto:ftsiii@gmail.com
mailto:deherb@juno.com
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Record of Communion and Contributions 
In our congregation's constitution, “Voting Members” are defined as 

“confirmed members who during the current or preceding calendar 

year, [...] have communed in this congregation and [...] have made a 

contribution of record to this congregation.”  While all are welcome to 

be a part of our congregational meetings, only members who meet 

those criteria are able to vote.  Your contribution is recorded when it 

includes your name and/or envelope number.  To ensure that your com-

munion is recorded, please fill out the “Record of Communion and/or 

Prayer Request” card at least once a year.  Communion cards can be 

found in the pew racks at the end of each pew. 
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Thrivent Action Team Grants 
Thrivent members are eligible to apply for two Action Team Grants each year to benefit their church.  St. John’s 

members Mike & Cathy Kahl routinely obtain grants for the church and have provided a helpful step-by-step guide: 

1) First, you must have a specific project in mind.  You will also have to give an estimate of the number of people 

that might participate and when the project will be completed.  The project should have something to do with 

bringing people into our organization or furthering our ministries.  

2) Once you have the above information, log in to your account at thrivent.com. 

3) Go to the bottom of the page to the Noah section. Click on Thrivent action teams. 

4) Choose “apply now” on the first page and then “apply now” again. 

5) On the next page, click “begin application.”  You have an option to get advertising materials and even T-shirts 

for your action team if you want them. 

6) The money arrives fairly quickly in the form of a Visa card.  Use this card for purchases related to your project. 

7) When the project is finished, log in again and report that fact. 

Special projects pop up from time to time at St. John’s for which these cards could be used.  If you’d like ideas for 

the use of your grant, contact our Administrator, Sonya Sowards, at office@stjohnphoenixville.org or (610) 933-

3947, ext. 2, or speak to a staff member, Committee chair, or Councilmember. 

mailto:office@stjohnphoenixville.org
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July Worship Staff 
Acolyte 

  5 TBD 

12 TBD 

19 TBD 

26 TBD 

Altar Guild 

  5 Nancy Cressman & Janet Ertell 

12 Donna Anderson & Cathy Garrett 

19 Kathy Kelsh & Betty Hans 

26 Betty Hans & Nancy Cressman 

Assisting Minister 

  5 Ron Stevens 

12 Mimi Woods 

19 Tom Snyder 

26 Walt Deichmann 

Bread Bakers 

4/5 TBD 

11/12 Rich Latella 

19 Rich Latella 

26 TBD 

Communion Assistant/Lector 

  5 Walt Deichmann 

12 Bill Starling 

19 Kristin McGregor 

26 Lynn Titus 

Counters 

  5 Jack & Janet Ertell 

12 Heather Yonosh & Jeanne Schanzenbach 

19 Mary Heiser, Mike & Cathy Kahl 

26 Stephen & Jen  Drewes 

Evening Light Assistant 

  4 TBD 

11 Rich Latella 

18 Sandra Momyer 

25 Buzz Hadfield 

Lock-up 

  5 Aimee Hillegas 

12 Brian Greenwald 

19 Mike Kahl & Jim Kelsh 

26 John Dorward 

Stream Team 

  5 Dale Herbranson & Josh Romano 

12 Nils Aho & Aimee Hillegas 

19 Aimee Hillegas & Dale Herbranson 

26 Josh Romano & Paul Miller 

Ushers 

  5 Donna Anderson & Cathy Garrett 

12 Nancy Cressman & Sue Starling 

19 Barry Church & Marc Staudenmaier 

26 Donna Anderson & Don Titus 

August Worship Staff 
Acolyte 

  2 TBD 

  9 TBD 

16 TBD 

23 TBD 

30 TBD 

Altar Guild 

  2 Nancy Cressman & Janet Ertell 

  9 Donna Anderson & Jean Herbranson 

16 Kathy Kelsh & Janet Ertell 

23 Betty Hans & Jean Herbranson 

30 Jean Herbranson 

Assisting Minister 

  2 Ron Stevens 

  9 Tom Snyder 

16 Bill Starling 

23 Mimi Woods 

30 Bill Starling 

Bread Bakers 

1/2 TBD 

8/9 TBD 

16 TBD 

22/23 TBD 

29/30 TBD 

Communion Assistant/Lector 

  2 Walt Deichmann 

  9 Kristin McGregor 

16 Annaliese & Chris Duerr 

23 Lynn Titus 

30 Nancy Cressman 

Counters 

  2 Jack & Janet Ertell 

  9 Heather Yonosh & Jeanne Schanzenbach 

16 Mary Heiser, Mike & Cathy Kahl 

23 Stephen & Jen Drewes 

30 Mary Heiser, Kevin Gallagher & Don Bechtel 

Evening Light Assistant 

  1 TBD 

  8 Sandra Momyer 

15 Buzz Hadfield 

22 TBD 

29 Sandra Momyer 

Lock-up 

  2 Jim Kelsh 

  9 Jeanne Schanzenbach 

16 TBD 

23 TBD 

30 TBD 

Stream Team 

  2 Nils Aho & Josh Romano 

  9 Dale Herbranson & Aimee Hillegas 

16 Aimee Hillegas & Nils Aho 

23 Josh Romano & Paul Miller 

30 Dale Herbranson & Josh Romano 

Ushers 

  2 Donna Anderson & Cathy Garrett 

  9 Dick Kunsch & Nancy Cressman 

16 Barry Church & Donna Anderson 

23 Don Titus & Cathy Garrett 

30 Sue Starling & Donna Anderson 

Adult Classes 
Sunday school classes for adults are suspended for 

the summer.  Join any of the classes (Bible Study, 

Faith Life, Happy Hour, or Sunday Morning Book Club) 

again in September every Sunday morning at 9:00 

a.m. beginning September 13th. 



 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

355 St. John’s Circle 

Phoenixville, PA 19460 

(610) 933-3947 

 
www.stjohnluthphoenixville.org 
E-mail: office@stjohnphoenixville.org 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

 

Lead Pastor 

The Rev. K. Russell Crouthamel 

Pastoral Associate: 

The Rev. Thomas Kochenderfer, Jr. 

Director of Music: 

F. Thomas Snyder III 

Organist & Pianist: 

John A. Quinn III 

Parish Administrator: 
Sonya K. Sowards 

Sexton: 

Mark Yanchek, Jr. 

Nursery Coordinator: 

Arlene Hudak 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

President: 

John Dorward 

Vice President: 

Jeanne Schanzenbach 

Secretary: 

Sue Starling 

Treasurer: 

Shirley Platzer 

Assistant Treasurer: 

Don Titus 

Financial Recording Secretary: 

Mary Heiser 

Executive Committee: 

Mike Kahl 

Becky Stevens 

 

Other Members of Council: 

Kyle Oszeyczik 

Aimee Hillegas 

Kate Hicks 

Rachel Zimmermann 

Marc Staudenmaier 

Jim Kelsh 

Brian Greenwald 

 

 

Stephen Ministry Leader: 

Linda Landis — (610) 933-9544  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMITTEES 

 

Columbarium: 

Bill Starling, Chair 

Becky Stevens, Council Rep. 

 

Electronics: 

Bill Schoellkopf & Dale Herbranson 

Co-Chairs 

 

Endowment: 

Jim Kelsh, Council Rep. 

 

Executive: 

Jeanne Schanzenbach, Chair 

 

Faith Formation: 

Danielle Reading & Val Kramer, Co-Chairs 

Kate Hicks, Council Reps. 

 
Fellowship & Welcoming: 

Sandra Zimmermann, Fellowship Chair 

Kate Hicks, Welcoming Chair 
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